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The hunt for civilisations  Places around
Maina Town

The area around Maina Town is attractive with its 
nature, history and opportunities for outdoor ailyiak 

idling (idle-yak). Stefan Cholakov from Retro Safari’s 
team tells us about some of the places worth visiting.

Puldin The Old Cellar
Giro Trade

Villa Ustina Todoroff
Villa Vinifera

Bonini
New Life

3… 2… 1… All aboard, maina-a-as! Аt the furious speed of 60 km/h 

we set off for a ramble around the centre of Maina Galaxy. Thick 

shadows, historical lightnings, religious rituals intertwine with 

the ailyak and stalk our vintage machines around the corner. All 

aboard, maina-a-as!

We are heading to the 

cool and green Rhodope 

Mountain, passing 

through Asenovgrad - a 

city with a whole lot 

of 30 churches on its 

territory (and around 

300 bridal shops but 

we’ll drive you back for 

that another time). We 

leave the magnificent 

Asen’s Fortress behind 

us (we’ll be returning 

later) - the guardian 

of Thrace for centuries 

- and reach Bachkovo 

Monastery.

Bachkovo Monastery is the second 

largest in Bulgaria that has 

experienced and resisted the 

vicissitudes of time. Today it tells a 

story of ups and downs long gone. 

Artfully painted, it will transport 

us into a world of angels and 

demons, of truths and doubts. To 

this day it holds the mystery of the 

exact location of Patriarch Evtimiy 

Tarnovski’s tomb. With its dark 

tree shadows, colours to please 

the eye, nourishment for the soul 

(and not only the soul), this place 

makes you yearn for some ailyak. 

The perfect timing for a photo 

session with our vintage vehicles.

Krichim Royal Palace / 25 km from PlovdivKrichim Royal Palace / 25 km from Plovdiv

For a magical evening stroll visit Krichim 

Royal Palace. Every autumn the forest around 

it comes to life with a spectacle of light - 

“Whisper of Lights” - installations, sounds 

and colours, which immerse you into a proper 

fairytale. Please check current dates and times 

online - the event is usually held in September 

and October.

A donut with magic powder - A donut with magic powder - 

Pesnopoy Village / 38 km from PlovdivPesnopoy Village / 38 km from Plovdiv

Hey Maina, if the road takes you to the village 

of Pesnopoy - stop over for a classic from 

the classics! A ‘mekichka’ doughnut: golden 

in colour, slightly greasy, fluffy as a cloud 

and powdered with icing sugar, reminiscent of 

snow in August. If you catch it while it’s hot - 

teleport to another dimension!

   In a nutshell:
● For the adults - a return to the past, a vintage emotion, a bite to eat, 

a drink (should you fancy one), a stamp hunt (100 tourist sites).

● For the kids - wondering ‘what did the parentals actually got me 

into’…

Museum of the World - from the creation to our Museum of the World - from the creation to our 

times in Novo Selo / 24 km from Plovdivtimes in Novo Selo / 24 km from Plovdiv

Situated over 10 acres of rocky terrain above the 

village, the museum presents mixed historical periods 

in an unconventional exposition entirely created by 

the locals.

Which Way Now?
All Roads Lead to Fantasy - The All Roads Lead to Fantasy - The 

Non-Museum of Plovdiv.Non-Museum of Plovdiv.

Well, we’re back! We just 

have to pay a visit to 

Asen’s Fortress. Our old 

bangers know the way 

to their peers. A well-

preserved and handsome 

fortress which reached 

its peak during the 

reign of Ivan Asen II. 

It reveals a mega idle 

view over the whole 

valley and the Balkan 

Mountains. Perched on 

its walls it is easy for 

us to believe that we 

are the Kings of the 

World!

Retro Safari:Retro Safari: A crazy, crazy idea… born out 

of the ‘beer on the bonnet’ nostalgia and 

memories of an 8-hour drive to the sea… Uncle 

Mancho’s Moskvich, Petyo the neighbour’s 

Lada or the Volga, unattainable for most (you 

know the adage ‘you either get promoted or 

get kidnapped’) bring a smile on the face and 

a dreamy gaze that we would like to see on 

everyone. There’s no way Maina Town would 

not achieve that especially for you.

How is it going, rascals? 

The old maina bangers 

are tireless, there’s 

nothing they love more 

than some active ailyak. 

And o-o-o-offf to the 

super cool Aviation 

Museum we go! The 

cosmic capsule of Georgi 

Ivanov (not a Maina, 

what a pity), fighter 

jets, helicopters 

and plethora of cool 

gadgets await there! Not 

to be missed, mark our 

words!

On the outskirts of the city there are 

several fountains of eternal youth. 

Depending on your preference we can 

maina-port you to Pivovarna (Brewery) 

Hills in Perushtitsa (you know about 

brewer’s yeast, don’t you - Forever 

Young, or ‘the more, the more’), or the 

divine Villa Ustina in the village of 

Ustina with its fantastic wine selection. 

Both places have incredible vibes, 

greenery, entertainment and surprises 

for maina-travellers. And Retro Safari 

and our drivers will ensure your safe 

degustation.

Hi, 

my name is Stefan 

Cholakov - born and 

bred in Maina TownMaina Town and 

actively living here.

Maina TownMaina Town 

is an amazing city but at 

times we just want to 

get in the car and leave it 

behind. So, let’s go…

What a gusto trip we 

had, no two ways about 

it. Note - Auto Museum 

Markovo in Maina 

Beverly Hills, a.k.a. 

Markovo, is also not 

to be missed. There are 

eternal classics inside 

(Testarossa, baby, 

Chaika and a number 

of other auto treats). 

Just think about it and 

off we go…
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