MINUTES. CITY OF GRAMBLING, GRAMBLING, LOUISIANA.
Monthly Meeting
February 5, 2026
Mayor Alvin Bradley, Sr. opened the regular session of the Grambling City Council on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Grambling City Hall. Councilman Jerry Lewis offered the invocation, and Mayor Bradley led the council and others into the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were the following Council members: John Brown, Jr., DeVaria H. Ponton, Delores W. Smith, Cathy H. Giles and Jerry Lewis. A quorum was present. Attorney Ronald F. Lattier was present. 

Motion to adopt the agenda dated 02/5/2026.

· It was moved by Council Lady Council Lady Cathy H. Giles and seconded by Council Lady DeVaria H. Ponton to adopt the agenda dated 02/05/2026.

Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.

Motion to approve previous month’s minutes dated January 8, 2026

· It was moved by Council Lady Delores Smith and seconded by Councilman John F. Brown to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting dated January 8, 2026.

Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.

PART II.
Public comments: None
REPORTS
Main Street- Amri Warren- ABSENT 
Police Department- Chief Tommy Clark, Jr.- The police department provided limited updates, with the notable action being the stocking of trout in the pond. During the recent storm, both the police and fire departments remained active in their responses, fulfilling all necessary duties.
Planning & Zoning- Dr. Mark Hunter- ABSENT
Public Works - Rev. Eric Caldwell- Good evening. I would like to announce that we will begin the second phase of meter installation on Friday, February 13th. Correspondence regarding this will start tomorrow to inform businesses about the preparation for the installation of water valves. I ask for your support during this process. Additionally, there have been concerns raised by various council members regarding the height of the water meters. The reason for their above-ground placement is to ensure proper communication via the electronic antennas. This elevated position also prevents potential damage from mowing equipment and ensures that grass will not obstruct visibility, allowing for effective meter functioning and communication with our systems.
Water Department- Mrs. Marjorie Prudhomme- Good evening. I would like to address an issue regarding the tax notices: the website listed for payments is incorrect. Please use our official website for correct payment guidance, including tax and water bill payments. The deadline to pay your water bills is February 25th; failure to do so will result in service interruption. Note that we did not discontinue service in January due to the ice storm, as it was not a priority for the city.
Fire Department- Mr. Alexio Hargrove- In January, GFD responded to a total of 47 calls, comprising 28 medical incidents, 1 fire, 2 fire alarms, 4 motor vehicle accidents (MVA), and 12 public assistance requests. Federico Davis, Jr. and Corneilous Boston have successfully completed the Hazmat awareness course and are currently enrolled in the Hazmat operations class. Reginald Knighten is scheduled to attend the Firefighter I class.
Financial Report- Ms. Toni Jackson- The January 2026 financial statements have been compiled in the council's folder. For this period, the general fund generated an income of $274,102.46 with expenses amounting to $157,995.46. The maintenance fund reported an income of $225,230.30 against expenses of $86,347.37. The health and sanitation fund showed an income of $33,921.56 and expenses of $17,244.93. Additionally, the maintenance fund received a reimbursement grant of $128,512.49, while sales tax collected in January 2026 totaled $100,234.87.
PART III. Old Business
PART IV. New Business
Motion to approve resolution for 2025-2026 LGAP application for new water meters.
· It was moved by Councilman Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council Lady Cathy H. Giles to approve resolution for 2025-2026 LGAP application for new meters.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion to approve resolution for 2025-2026 CWEF application for street repairs.
· It was moved by Council Lady DeVaria H. Ponton and seconded by Councilman John F. Brown.

Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion to authorize mayor to request amendment to 2425-LNC-0401 (LGAP), 2223-CWEF-LNC-0401, and 2324-CWEF-LNC-0401 to be used for repairs to Well No. 6, which is currently in need of repair and is not operational.
· It was moved by Council Lady DeVaria H. Ponton and seconded by Council Lady Delores Smith to approve the authorization request for the amendment to 2425-LNC-0401 (LGAP), 2223-CWEF-LNC-0401, and 2324-CWEF-LNC-0401 to be used for repairs to Well No. 6, which is currently in need of repair and is not operational.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion to authorize mayor to sign lease for sanitation truck.
· It was moved by Councilman Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council Lady Cathy H. Giles to authorize mayor to sign lease for sanitation truck.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion for recommendation to hire Mikao Smith probational full-time employment for Public Works.
· It was moved by Councilman Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council Lady Cathy H. Giles to hire Mikao Smith probational full-time employment for Public Works.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion for recommendation to hire Luis Ramos probational full-time for Fire Department.
· It was moved by It was moved by Councilman Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council Lady Cathy H. Giles to hire Luis Ramos probational full-time for Fire Department.
Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Motion for recommendation to hire Richard Smith part-time for Fire Department.
· It was moved by It was moved by Councilman Jerry Lewis and seconded by Council Lady Cathy H. Giles to hire Richard Smith part-time for Fire Department.

Roll call or yea/nay was as follows:
Yea: 5
Nay:0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
The motion was carried.
Announcements
· Councilman John F. Brown, Jr reiterated the council’s gratitude to the Police department for the job well done during Ice Storm Fern.
· Council lady Smith announced the listening post will be held March 2, 2026, at 12:00pm at City Hall.
· Council Lady Giles announced funeral services for Winfred Page will be held February 7, 2026, 11:00am at New Rocky Valley.
· Council Lady Giles announced the Juneteenth committee will host a Black History month parade February 28, 2026, at 11:00am.
· Council Lady Ponton announced that Lincoln Prep has a new executive director, state representative Mr. Rasheed Young.

Motion to adjourn meeting @ 6:27pm.
· It was moved by Council Lady DeVaria H. Ponton and seconded by Councilman Jerry Lewis to adjourn this meeting at 6:27p.m.

______________________________                      _________________________
Alvin Bradley, Sr., Mayor				Angela Harper, Clerk
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