LACOSBE CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS

NAME: Louisiana Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists.

ARTICLE I- PURPOSE

PURPOSE: The organization shall serve as a tool, both for the individual evangelist and the Southern Baptist Convention, to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ- thus, it shall be: 

1. Fellowship among its members- and with all other individuals in the Lord. 
2. Provide inspiration to assist its members to more effectively fulfill the ministry to which they are called. 
3. Offer its members a means of expressing the convictions of the Louisiana Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists to the Louisiana Baptist Convention and to a lost world. 
4. Provide opportunity for evangelists to be a yearly source of inspiration to pastors and laymen of the Louisiana Baptist Convention. 
5. Acts as a teaching instrument- sharing with the convention and pastors the ministry and gift of the evangelists (Eph 4:11-12) as a partner in fulfilling the Great Commission.

ARTICLE II- MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP: The decisions of this group shall be made by the members who are full-time vocational evangelists and active members of Southern Baptist Churches who have paid their annual dues, one vote per membership. If a member, singing group, etc, includes more than one person, this group or membership has only one vote. 

REQUIRED STEPS FOR MEMBERSHIP IJN LACOSBE: 

1. Complete the LACOSBE membership application. 
2. Attach a brief typewritten autobiography which includes your family background, salvation experience, call and commitment to evangelism, and any other significant events marking your walk with the Lord. 
3. Sign the “Affirmation of Accountability” for LACOSBE evangelists. 
4. Obtain your Pastors Endorsement Letter. 
5. You must be a member in good standing of a cooperating Southern Baptist Church. 
6. Interview with the President and/or Vice-President of LACOSBE. 
7. Maintain an active membership in LACOSBE. 
8. Send us a current photo of yourself for our website. 





ARTICLES III- DUES

Membership dues for LACOSBE membership is $100.00 a year. Should be paid at the annual meeting every year. 

ARTICLE IV-MEETINGS

MEETINGS shall be held annually in correspondence with the Louisiana State Convention Evangelism Conference. At such meetings members shall elect Officers and Pastor-Advisor and transact other business as may be needed. Meetings of the officers may be called anytime by the president. Any action required to be taken outside the annual business meeting may be taken by the officers providing they stay within the restraints of the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE V- OFFICERS AND PASTOR-ADVISOR

OFFICERS AND PASTOR ADVISOR-  shall be elected by LACOSBE members for a two-year term at a time. They are eligible to serve another term if elected by majority vote, to hold the same office. 

1. The Officers shall consist of President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer and Pastor-Adviser. 
2. Responsibilities: 
A. President- Shall preside over all the annual meetings. He shall appoint committees when necessary. If any office becomes vacant by reason of death, retirement or disqualification, resignation. The president shall appoint a replacement. 
B. Vice-President- If the Presidents office becomes vacant by any reason, the Vice-President shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of the President. 
C. Secretary-Treasurer- Shall be present at all meetings of LACOSBE. He/She shall take and keep full minutes thereof; shall have charge of all the records and have custody the checkbook and bank account. The treasure will write checks, pay bills and keep the account balanced and present an updated annual financial report at the yearly meeting. He/She shall give report at the annual meeting and provide a copy of the financial report and minutes from the previous year to every member. 
D. Pastor-Advisor- The Pastor-Advisor serves as the spiritual advisor to LACOSBE and serves as an Ex-officio member of the Executive Committee/Officers. 

ARTICLE VI-VOTING

VOTING- Any action required to be taken by the members at a meeting may be voted on ( if necessary) by making a motion and must be approved by the majority of members in attendance at the annual meeting. Any need that comes up and requires action before the next meeting must be first submitted to the officers in writing and approved by the majority of officers and then approved by the majority of members. 

ARTICLE VII- AMENDMENTS

AMENDMENTS- These bylaws may be altered or amended by the affirmative vote of 2/3 of paying dues members present at the annual meeting. Amendments must be received at least one- month prior to annual meeting to the president or vice president  to be discussed and voted on at the annual meeting. 


