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| Ching follows the concept of heaven and earth regenerating everything. | Ching uses Qian represents heaven, father, vigorous and powerful; and Kun to

represent earth, mother, feminine and submissive. Qian and Kun interact with each other produce everything in the universe. Because of their importance,

they are the first and second among the 64 hexagrams listed in the | Ching.

In future blogs, | will introduce each hexagram within its literary meaning and hidden meaning that will help us to make wise decisions.
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This Qia hexagram represents heaven. it is formed by doubling the

qian

basic trigram of Qian ¥z ( =) (refer to blog 3). See how all six lines

are “yang” and symbolize energy and creativity. The Judgment (the original

explanation) of the Qian is: “yuan JT (primal), heng = (prosperous), li £/
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= == The Kun hexagram represents Earth which is structured by doubling
LB _J

= = the basic trigram of Kun 3 (Z2). All six lines are “yin” and

- .-

symbolize earth, female and soft. The Judgment of the Kun stated that it

will have supreme fortune by obtaining the spirit of a mare (gentle and




(beneficial) and zhen T (steadfast)”. These four characters describe when

everything is formed, to further develop and prosperity, we must follow the
way of natural attribute, and strive for self-cultivating and maintain and
flushing the natural development. Each line, represents different stages,

gives us an advice of our action in an authentic situation.

tolerant) and seeking friends from various fields for helping to fulfill one’s
goals. This hexagram interprets the logical function of the Earth through an
analogy where the mare (female horse) is analogous with the Earth: when
everything is formed by the interaction of the Heaven and Earth, then the
Earth should act as a mother figure to show gentleness, open-mindedness,

and tolerance to nurture their children just as a mare nurtures her foal.
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Chu-lJiu (yang in first position which is the bottom line), the statement of this

line Yao ci (the interpretation and explanation of each line): "Hidden dragon,

it’s not the time to act”. This hexagram uses the dragon to represent a

person or a company. So, for example, a young person new to a company has

much energy and enthusiasm but, just like a hidden dragon, is unable to
perform. This statement tells us that as a young person (low position) needs
to continue learning silently, cultivate one's moral character (virtues) and

improve one's own ability, and wait for the right time to act.
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Chu-Liu (yin in the first position which is the bottom line). The statement
Yao ci of this position is " Frost underfoot, hard ice on the way”. This
statement shows us that it is a difficult period when at the beginning of any
new stage, just as it is difficult to walk on ice, but spring will eventually
arrive to melt the ice. This statement reveals that although the first step of
a new stage is hard, we must take a proactive approach to self-cultivate
and seek advice. And so, when the positive situation comes, just as when

spring arrives, we will have more energy and better skills to solve problems

and move forward.
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Jiu-Er (from bottom to top, yang in second position), Yao ci: "the dragon is
seen on the field, it profits to meet a great man”. At this stage you, like the
dragon has been noticed by others and your moral character and capabilities
are acknowledged. Currently, it is beneficial for you to seek wisdom and

advice from knowledgeable people (great man) to move forward in achieving
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Liu-Er (from bottom to top, yin in the second position) Yao ci: “If you

maintain straight, square and great, don’t get a bad habit, there will be no
disadvantage”. This statement tells us the way to deal with everything
around us. There will be no disadvantages if we perform the great manners
of being righteous, view things from different aspects, be broad-minded,

and don’t form bad habits in our daily practice.

your goals.
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Jiu-San (From bottom to top, yang in third line), Yao ci: " a true gentleman
follows the spirit of Qian: energetic and strive for self-cultivation, cultivating
inner strength all day long; although in a dangerous situation, there is no

harm.” The statement tells us should you encounter danger while your goal

Liu-San. Yao ci: “Although excellent work has been done, still need to
remain steadfast, because king’s service is never successfully concluded.”
This statement tells us that although you have done an excellent job in

your field, do not seek glory and award as the results of your work are




has not yet been achieved, so long as you are vigilant and apprehensive, the

danger will be of no harm to you.

achieved through cooperation with others and various conditions. It would
be beneficial if you consistently cultivate your moral character and improve

your ability.
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Jiu-Si (from bottom to top, yang in fourth line), Yao ci: " advance or retreat,
no harm”. This fourth line is also the first line of the above trigram (hexagram
is formed with two trigrams). It is a new position and a moment of new
opportunity but there exists uncertainty. But there will be no harm so long as
you continue cultivating your inner strength to move forward, otherwise you

may descend back to your previous position.
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Liu-Si. Yao ci: “The bag is tied, neither harm nor praise”. We now move to
the fourth line which is also the first line of the second trigram, so this
represents a new position and a moment of new opportunity - but there
exists uncertainty. In this new position, you need to be cautious and avoid
displays of pride. So be like a tied bag and don’t have it open to reveal what

is inside. By keeping your bag tied, there will be neither praise nor harm,

and you will create a safe position for yourself.
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Jiu-Wu (from bottom to top, yang in fifth line), Yao ci: “the dragon flies in the
sky, it profits to see a great man”. The statement tells us that the dragon has
come to a very high position. It is a great opportunity to achieve your goals,

but you must seek and cooperate with great men (expertise, knowledgeable,

morality and political integrity).
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Liu-Wu. Yao ci: “Yellow dress is auspicious; it is a natural tone”. When we
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come to a very high position, we need to act in a neutral manner. Just as
yellow is a neutral colour, in this position one should respect various
opinions, cooperate with people from all walks of life, and be flexible when
dealing with problems. At this high position, when making decisions
beyond our ability, we must consistently maintain steadfastness and hold

on to the values of Dao and avoid extremes to achieve auspiciousness.
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Shang-Jiu (from bottom to top, yang in top line), Yao ci: “the dragon
overreaches himself; it is regret”. The dragon has reached the top level and
there is no further path to move forward based on the principle of natural

development which states: “when reaching an extreme, things are bound to
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Shang-Liu(yin in top ) Yao ci: “The dragons are battling in the wilds, their
blood flows dark and yellow.” The top of the Kun hexagram represents one
who has reached the ultimate stage and there is no further path to move
forward. Here, like the dragons, you fight and bleed but eventually, you

must make a decision: continue to fight until death, or retreat and start




revert to their opposite state”. So, you now need to prepare and start

something new.

anew albeit from a position of weakness. This reveals the principle of |
Ching: nothing is forever, everything is changing. (This also helps us to

understand why the book “I Ching” is also called “The Book of Change”.)




