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L{i Hexagram (stepping) is combined with Dui 5= (lake) at the bottom and Qjan 2=

(Heaven) above. Qian (Heaven) represents a strong, extraordinarily powerful, and intelligent

person, while the Dui (lake) represents a person with a joyful mood and gentle attitude to learning
from Qian. This hexagram guides us that, when facing a challenge, we need to maintain a positive
attitude, be honest and righteous, conduct regular self-reflection and learn from others. These

steps will help us to overcome our obstacles.

The Judgment of Lii Hexagram “Step on the tiger’s tail, not bitten, fortune”. This Judgment uses the
aphorism ‘step on the tiger’s tail’ to represent the challenging situation you are facing when
working under a powerful leader (for example a tough project). There is a Chinese saying: “a
companion with a king is a companion with a tiger” which shows working for a king is a very
dangerous task, but if you maintain a positive attitude, review what you have done right and
wrong, and learn from your experience, you can avoid harm and be prosperous. This Judgment also
gives further hints to face difficult situations where, in addition to knowing etiquette and humility,
you should also be gentle in a manner during hazardous times. Remember to analyze the situation

and make wise decisions so you can repel the danger easily.

Chu-Jiu Yaoci: ‘Move forward simply and truly, no harm’. There is no harm if you follow the concept
of Tao — simplicity, and truth. The first line shows you are still at the early stage of your career and,
to make further progress, you need to move forward step by step, improve your skills and cultivate

yourself. Do not take inappropriate action when faced with the allure of wealth and fame.

Jiu-Er Yaoci: ‘Step on a level road, for the recluse, steadfast is auspicious’. This line describes when
walking on the level road, you need to get rid of the external desire and craving. Only people who
maintain inner peace, find true joy, and walk step by step, are auspicious. This Yaoci reminds you

that it is not the time for you to slacken, even though you are surrounded by good conditions. You

still need to continue to work hard and be prepared for your further development.

Liu-San Yaoci: “Slight blind cannot see clear, the lame cannot walk fast, step on the tiger’s tail and
be bitten, calamity. The warrior works for the great ruler”. This Yaoci describes the situation you
face when working for a powerful ruler. You need to act with great care as, if your abilities are

restricted and you “can’t see clearly and can’t walk faster”, do not act foolishly and take impulsive



actions. Don’t be pessimistic and disappointed. You can keep your focus and responsibility and do

what you can. Strive to improve your skills and treat your ‘eyes’ and ‘feet’ well to avoid calamity.

Jiu-Si Yaoci: ‘Step on the tiger’s tail, caution, auspicious at the end.” It is very dangerous and
frightening when walking close to the tiger (leader), but if you act sensibly and cautiously, you can
achieve your goal without harm. This line is in the upper trigram and so shows you are in a higher
position which brings challenges for you. It will be auspicious for your work with honesty and

righteousness, perform self-reflection and avoid conflict with your leaders.

Jiu-Wu Yaoci: ‘Step with resolve, steadfast and avoid calamity’. This line resides in the leadership
position, and it alerts you to not show an arrogant attitude or take impulsive actions. Avoid
calamity by remaining steadfast with your learnings. Avoid over-confidence and prevent rashness

through calmly analyzing risk to make wise decisions and take appropriate actions.

Shang-Jiu Yaoci: ‘Review and examine the past steps, completing the cycle is supremely auspicious.’
This is the last step of this hexagram. It is time for you to review the path you have completed;
analyze the lessons you have learned; examine the mistakes you have made, and plan a new
strategy to avoid earlier mistakes for your next journey. This line focuses on the importance of self-
reflection at any stage of your life. To paraphrase Confucius: “we need to examine ourselves in
various fields every day”. When we complete a task, it is valuable to review each step and learn
from our experience. We should review those things we did well and those that we need to

improve on our next journey.

The Ll Hexagram provides us with a means to navigate perilous situations to avoid calamity. At the
beginning, you may be in a challenging situation, and without caution, like stepping on the tiger’s
tail, you will be harmed. But you will be supremely auspicious if you: hold a positive attitude; calmly
analyze your situation; make wise decisions to avoid risk; review and examine both the right and
wrong you have done and complete the circle by learning from your experience and avoiding the

wrong encountered in this journey in your next journey.



