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Tai Hexagram (Earth Heaven)

Tai Hexagram (greatness) is combined with Qian #2 (=) at the bottom and Kun 3# (==

above. Qian§z (=) represents Heaven, Yang energy, and toughness. While Kun

represents the Earth, Yin energy, and soft. Qian at the bottom and Kun at the above
symbolize the energy of Yin that connects to the rising energy of Yang to make myriad
things born and thrive. Tai hexagram also represents the attitude of being soft on the
outside and tough on the inside and requires that a Junzi (gentleman or highly respected
leader) should treat the people around him with an attitude of tolerance, acceptance,center

and influence in order to achieve great success.

The Judgment of Tai Hexagram ‘Lose the small and gain the great, it is auspicious and
fortune’. This Judgment describes when you have some savings and your life is stable. If you
want to maintain or flourish a prosperous state, you need to understand the meaning of
'giving' and 'receiving'. If you want to gain something you need to give first, so to achieve Tai
(greatness), this hexagram requires both the Junzi (highly respected, well-educated or
leader) and the Xiaoren (small man or people who need to improve their skills, morality, and
status) to work together and cooperate to build a positive foundation to achieve great

success.

Chu-Jiu, ‘Reeds are pulled up by the roots, in clumps, it is auspicious’. The first Yaoci uses
‘pulling up the reeds’ as a metaphor for a leader or true gentleman who must show a
positive mindset and cooperate with those around them, and unite all forces that can be
united; as a leader, you need to not only focus on your own ability and not shirk your
responsibilities but you must also work with your whole team members and together to

create a humane society to realize your wishes.

Jiu-Er, ‘Embrace wilderness, ford the river, do not forsake the far away people and not lose
your friends, stay at the centre.’ This Yaoci requires a true gentleman to be broad-minded of
tolerating and embrace others’ weakness, so that, you can unite the group to overcome the

challenges (crossing the river); do overlook virtuous people far away(not known very well),



and do not form gangs (lose friends), and keep the middle path to work with people from
far away or nearby together to achieve your career success. This line reminds us that a Junzi
(a true gentleman) should treat colleagues or friends with the manners of influence,
cultivate and embrace, and join the energy and strength from your whole team, accept their

weakness, and work together to overcome difficulties.

Jiu-San, ‘There is a slope and return for any plans. No harm if you maintain steadfastness in
a difficult situation. No worries if you keep good faith. Just enjoy the blessings of food and
fortune.’ This Yaoci describes the nature of everything in the world changes and there is no
single nor straight path to move forward. Good fortune or bad luck are not permanent and
come and go. Everything in the world follows the cyclical pattern of birth—growth-end, and
ups and downs. When you have a good time in a safe environment, do not be complacent
and get carried away; and when you have a bad time or suffer adversity, do not be
pessimistic and give up. Remain steadfast in any situation; be mindful of possible danger
that may lie ahead; maintain positive thinking, and treat people with integrity. If done, there

will be no harm.

Liu-Si, ‘Flutter down like a bird, without wealth, earn the trust from neighbors, no
admonition because of your faithfulness.” This Yaoci describes that you have built your
truthfulness from each stage of Qian (Heaven) trigram by showing good faith, generous and
cooperative manner, and following the spirit of Tao. Now, you come to the above Qun (the
Earth) trigram level, you can easily gain the trust and support from people around you.
There will be no harm if you maintain inner good faith, often perform self-reflection and

adjust your attitude and behavior to suit different situations.

Liu-Wu, ‘King Yi married his sister to the King of Zhou, this is supremely auspicious and
fulfills his wish’. This line uses the ‘marriage’ to show the main idea of Tai (interforce the
energy of Yin and Yang), which is an example of using strategies and alliances between two
parties. This line also reveals the traditional Chinese value where to consociate is better
than to work in opposition. If you have a conflict with others, don’t take impulsive actions.
You need to think about your own power and resources and evaluate possible losses and
gains for each side. Both parties should seek common agreements for mutual benefit and

work together to build a strong community of peace and harmony.



Shang-Liu, ‘The city wall crumbles into the moat, not to deploy an army. Orders are issued
in the city and steadfast are distressed’. This is the last line of Tai hexagram and, based on
the concept of | Ching, everything that reaches the top must fall. When your career (project)
reaches its peak, there is no room for you to move forward and, as such, you must prepare
to change. You need to cultivate yourself and calm others, do not take any overly emotional

action and accept the results ahead. As Confucius says: ‘Do your best and obey the destiny.’

The Tai Hexagram is combined with Qian (Heaven) and Kun (the Earth) and symbolizes the
Yang, connecting to the Yin energy to make myriad things grow and thrive. This anticipates
your current situation and is a lucky hexagram for you to be successful. To fulfill your
leadership goals, Tai reminds us as Junzi (leaders or true gentlemen) to show the manners
of influence, cultivation, embracement, and cooperation with our workers. Further, the
workers also need to respect and support their leaders and help each other and work

together to achieve great success.



