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Pi Hexagram (obstruction) is combined with Kun 1 (ZZ) at the bottom and Qjan

#7 (=) above. Kun represents the Earth and the energy of Yin, while Qjan

represents Heaven and the energy of Yang. Kun at the bottom and Qian above
symbolize there is no connection between Heaven and Earth, as the nature of
yang energy rises, and Yin energy descends bringing difficulty lack of harmony
among people and nations. Each line will analyse and give us suggestions of how
to perform under the obstruction and circumstances brought about by the Pi

hexagram and to overcome difficult situations.

The Judgment: ‘Pi does not meet people’s needs, does not profit Junzi-true
gentleman’ steadfast, loss great and receive small.” Pi hexagram shows Heaven
is over the Earth and represents a leader who shows outward strength but
inward weakness. This leader is dominant, self-righteous, and has no connection
with one’s team members. Under this leadership, society lacks justice and truth
and where a Junzi (a true gentleman) cannot progress. When you face these
circumstances Pi advises you: to not rush to obtain fame and show off your
abilities; you should hide your talents and focus on self-cultivation to avoid

disaster, and seek or wait for a good leader to emerge.

Chu-Liu, ‘Reeds are pulled up with the roots in clumps. It is steadfast and
auspicious, fortune.” This Yaoci reminds you that you are currently in a low

position which is not conducive to your ambition and you should not blindly



move forward. Rather you should retreat within yourself and cultivate your
morality and ability. You may also need to make friends and unite the forces
around you (reeds in a clump) so that they may try their best to help you in need.

These measures can turn around obstruction and stagnation.

Liu-Er, ‘Tolerance and acceptance [of the small man], this is auspicious for the
small man; obstruction leads to fortune for great man’. When confronted with
obstruction, poor leaders tolerate and accept interference from those ‘small
men’ who lack justice and truth. This is not good for Junzi (uphold justice) to
fulfill their ideal solution for society. This line guides Junzi to not be deluded by
the behaviour of those lacking truth and justice; maintain your inner strength;
bear humiliation to overcome the obstruction, and then fortune can be achieved

when opportunities arrive.

Liu-San, ‘Accept shame’. As you are placed at the obstruction period, a small
man may not feel the shame of one’s incorrect practice, but as a Junzi you must
be humiliated by pursuing your correct desire. This line advises you to accept
the small man’s behaviour and does not show disgust; continue positive thinking
and continue your duty in an appropriate manner; adjust relationships with
those around you and seek harmony with them. This approach will help you to

get out of the obstructive predicament.

Jiu-Si, ‘An order, no harm, companions share blessing’. This line comes to the up
trigram, things start to change, the leaders have reflected their mistakes of pain
for pleasure and started to give order to Junzi. If you had constrained and veiled
by your desire during the obstruction period, it is the time for you to fulfill your
dream. You are not just be appreciated and ordered by your leader but also

benefit for many people (companion share blessing) as you were maintained to



righteous, self-cultivation and accumulate your energy over the obstruction

time.

Jiu-Wu, ‘Obstruction is ended, this is auspicious for a great man. Keep the
danger firmly in your mind just like the leaves bound in the mulberry tree.” The
period of obstruction has ended, and you have navigated through hardship and
are cantered on the right path. It is a great time for you to achieve your goal and
in order to make sustainable achievement, you need to maintain steadfastness,
be mindful of the danger, and remember and learn from what you have lost

from your past journey.

Shang-lJiu, ‘Obstruction is overthrown and happiness after the painfulness’. The
concept of | Ching is change where adversity and opportunity always follow one
another. Everything that has reached its pinnacle will fall and that which has
fallen will again rise. Shang-Jiu is the last line of obstruction and represents that
adversity has passed and opportunity will soon come. Itis a great time for a Junzi

to show your talent and bring benefit to your community and fulfill your dreams.

The Pi (obstruction) and Tai (grandeur) hexagrams illustrate the I-Ching cycle of
change*. There is a saying ‘Tai reaches to the topmost is Pi’. We can take this is
meaning when we reach Tai, we will soon be at Pi as Pi always follows Tai. When
facing Pi situations, this hexagram provides us with suggestions to bear Pi: be
steadfast, cooperative with others, self-cultivate, and wait for opportunities (as
remember, Tai will follow Pi). This encapsulates a key principle of I Ching:
‘Poverty demands change, change carries development and permeance follows

development’.

*For more on the Tai hexagram, see my previous entry.



