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Qian Hexagram (Earth Mountain)

Qian Hexagram (humility) is combined with 31== (earth) the above and R ==

( mountain ) below. The image of Qian Hexagram shows the mountain is
within the earth or buried in the ground and this represents a Junzi (a gentleman
with high morality and ability) who never shows hubris and, like a mountain that
has descended beneath the Earth, is humble and modest. As I Ching says:
‘Humble brings benefits, pride incurs losses.” A truly humble leader is willing to
accept different opinions and suggestions raised by others. If you are humble in

your work, great benefits and success will follow.

The Judgment of ‘Qian’ (humility): ‘Auspicious, Junzi (gentleman) persists
humility till the end.” The hexagram indicates, that as a Junzi, you should
understand that humility brings many benefits, and persistent efforts to be
humble and modest is the way to gain justice and truth. A true humble leader
applies tolerant attitudes, constantly improve one’s ability, and helps those in
need. They do not take credit nor seek awards for one’s achievements.

Remembering this will help the leader build a solid foundation for success.

Chu-Liu, ‘A very humble Junzi cross the river, safe and auspicious’. This is the
first line of this hexagram which shows your position is still inferior. Humility will
help draw others towards yourself, so, if you show humble attitudes toward
others, pay attention to the words you use, reflect on and improve yourself, and
avoid arrogance and pride. In doing so you will successfully overcome difficulties

you encounter and stay safe and auspicious.



Liu-Er, ‘Your reputation of humble attitude is widely heard, to be steadfast is
auspicious.” A Junzi who should always treat others with humility. Your humble
attitude inspires many people around you and those who are willing to learn
from you. As a humble Junzi, you not only gain your leaders' attention but also

earn your colleagues' trust and this will help you achieve your goals.

Jiu-San, ‘A diligent Junzi with humility, has an auspicious ending.’ To be a capable
and humble Junzi you should not seek reward or credit for your achievements:
you should acknowledge and thank those people who helped and supported you
to reach your goals. In order to make further achievements and have an
auspicious ending continue to work hard without boastfulness, be humble, and
be open-minded. Seek to learn something new and accept new challenges and

strive to gain more people’s respect and support.

Liu-Si, ‘All things profit, so long you maintain your humility manner.” This
position states that no matter what situation you are facing, you must
consistently self-cultivate by keeping in mind the principles of the Dao (nature
law) and being humble with your superiors and subordinates. These measures
will bring you the trust and support of your leaders and colleagues and help you

achieve your goals.

Liu-Wu, ‘Wealth is not shared, it is profit to make necessary force the unruly
neighbors.” Your humble attitude has gained many people’s trust and support,
but some small people (organizations) are still arrogant and unruly and do not
obey the Dao (nature law). To make these recalcitrant improve their behavior,
and build on your majestic image, you can adopt tough action to force these

people to change their behavior. There will be no harm to you.

Shang-Liu, ‘Your reputation of humility is wildly heard, send an army to attack

the small countries (your own cities).” The key to learning the Qian (humility)



hexagram is adopting a modest manner in dealing with people around you to
successfully achieve your goals. Humility is a virtue and not a sign of weakness.
When humbly interacting with others, some may think your ability is limited and
seek to dominate you. In order to embody the principle of solidarity, you can
take strong measures to disciple those who are arrogant and unjust and so help

to achieve your greater goals.

Qian Hexagram (humility) is combined with 3 (earth) and .= (mountain) .
In the image of Qian Hexagram, Kun (earth) is above (outer hexagram) and Gen
(mountain) at the bottom (inner hexagram) which represents a Junzi, while
having many strengths and achievements, persists in the ways of humility and
justice. If you want to further your success and reach your ultimate goal, you
must be humble to deal with everyone and everything around you; be
enlightened and self-effacing, and keep in mind the old saying ‘humble brings
benefit and pride incurs losses’. If you want to further progress in a humble

manner, the next ‘Yu hexagram’ will give you some tips.



