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Yu Hexagram (Thunder Earth)

Yu Hexagram (elation) is combined with Ken == (The Earth, follow) at the below

and Zhen == (thunder, quake) above. The image of this hexagram symbolizes the
thunder that roars and vibrates the silent earth. This indicates spring and vitality
are coming. The thunder brings an atmosphere of happiness and joy to the
ground. As the previous hexagrams of ‘Dayou’ (greatness) and ‘Qian’(humility)
revealed that people have built a harmonious relationship in a wealthy
community, the ‘Yu’ hexagram represents pleasure and happiness. ‘Yu’ also
provides a meaning of preparation and alerts us that while experiencing and
time of enjoyment, we need to be aware of dangers ahead and prepare for

challenges.

The Judgment of Yu: ‘It profits to establish Lieutenants to send troops on the
march’. The image of Zhen represents thunder and strength and Kun represents
the Earth and a gentle manner which together shows when thunder booms, the
Earth is roused. The ancient kings were inspired from this image and create
tunes to revere this spiritual power. The use of music at sacrifices assists the
union between the supreme deity and their worshippers to fulfill the kings’
dream of elation. There is only one Yang line in this hexagram, which indicates
that if the king is following the Dao (according to natural progress) and shows
the moral characters of integrity and seeking truth, he will surely gain many
followers and achieve great success. This hexagram also requires the king

(leader), when everything goes well, to not become entangled with pleasure and



ignore alertness and steadfastness otherwise they may miss the direction of
seeking truth. Preparing action to deal with risks and challenges in a peaceful

time will help the king (leader) to achieve true elation.

Chu-Liu: ‘Overly seeking elation leads to calamity’. | Ching denotes that ‘seeking
humility is auspicious, seeking pleasure is calamity’. This is the first line of this
hexagram, which appears as you are still in the inferior stage. There will be
danger if you are hooked on a life of entertainment and neglect your work. You

should concentrate on improving your morality and ability to reach true elation.

Liu-Er: ‘Firm as a rock, do not indulge into elation all day, be steadfast will be
auspicious.’ This line warns us that although we are in a very comfortable zone,
we must apply self-control and self-discipline. We need to remain steadfast and
not spend too much time on entertaining activities; do not forget your
responsibilities by seeking too much pleasure. On the other hand, we need to

uphold the righteous are like a stone, unmoved by others.

Liu-San, ‘The flatter and please of seeking pleasure will be regret; delayed
reflection leads to greater regret.” This Yaoci warns you to not seek amusement
in an immoral way. You will be regretful if you flatter the superior to seek
happiness and miss your duty. If you continue indulging in pleasure, you will
soon cause suffering. Instead, you need to immediately reflect upon your

misbehaviour and change your attitude and follow the Tao (to do right things) .

Jiu-Si, ‘Elation comes from great achievement, no doubt, friends come around.’
There is only one ‘Yang’ line in this hexagram. As ‘Yang’ represents male and
strength, your capability and strength have gained all other ‘yin’ lines (female,
soft) trustiness, and all people are willing to follow you. Thus, you can take the

advantage to unite people and bring happiness to the society.



Jiu-Wu, ‘Steadfastness with depression, survival.” This line states that your
position is relatively higher, but you are in a disadvantageous situation as many
people respond to the strong subordinates (Jiu-Si the Yang line). Even though
you insist on the right path, you still have no real power to reach your dreams
and, this situation makes you feel depressed and sick, but you are not in danger
of death. On the other hand, you can fully use the strength of your subordinates

to assist you to achieve your goal.

Shang-Liu, ‘Benighted elation, change at completion, no harm’. The elation that
reaches its height will naturally engender sorrow. As this is the last line of the
Yu hexagram (elation), you have been in a pleasant situation for a long time, and
it is time for you to awake from benighted elation. If you still indulge in pursuing
pleasure, it will lead to calamity and there is no way to move forward. You must
awake from benighted elation and back to the right path and enlightened with
self-reflection, self-cultivation and adjusting your behaviour to obtain the true

elation.

Yu Hexagram (elation) is combined with Kun (the Earth, follower) at the below
and Zhen (thunder, quake) above. Desiring elation can lead to calamity. The
literally meaning of ‘Yu’ is elation. Since human can easily lose one's direction in
an overly joyful environment, you must be vigilant. ‘Yu” also has the meaning of
preparation and prevention which means when you are in pleasurable situation,
you should also be prepared to prevent risk. The image of Yu shows lightning
strikes the earth and revives all things and the following step is nurturing all

things to grow. The next “Sun hexagram’ will give us guidance after Yu (elation).



