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Shi Ke Hexagram (Fire Thunder)

Shi Ke Hexagram (litigation) is combined with Zhen == (thunder) below and Li

== (fire) above. This hexagram shows thunder and lightning united in brilliance.
This natural phenomenon enlightened the ancient kings to promulgate strict
laws. In addition to punishing lawbreakers with harsh penalties, a king also
needs to create just laws where those accused are examined fairly and honestly
so that peace and harmony reign. This hexagram is also visualized as an open
mouth, the yang line of Jiu-Si looks like an obstacle in the mouth, and so the jaws
(the yang lines of Shang-Jiu and Chi-Jiu) and teeth (yin lines) must work together
to chew up the obstacle and absorb it. This symbolizes that people must work
together to cultivate and educate lawbreakers and rehabilitate them into

society.

The Judgment of Shi Ke: ‘Fortune, it profits to administer punishment.” The
image of Shi Ke looks like a jail, the yang line of Jiu-Si a prisoner, and together
they show a person who does illegal business will be seriously punished and put
in prison. Inasmuch as the previous hexagram of ‘Lin (approach)’ and ‘Guan
(observation)’ show that no matter how good an example the king demonstrates,
there are those who will disturb society and disobey the law. But the king is
enlightened by the natural phenomena of thunder and lightning and sets a strict

rule of law to not only punish criminals and send them to jail but also sets out to



change their behaviour. Doing so is auspicious and will bring benefit to society's

development.

Chu-lJiu: ‘Put shoes on, the destroyed toes are covered, no harm.” This first line
warns you that you have done something you are not supposed to and received
mild punishment. Although this mild punishment does not affect you too much
and, like wearing shoes to cover your damaged toes, people are unlikely to
notice. However, you need to be alert and cease erring to avoid serious

problems in your life.

Liu-Er: ‘Bite the fat meat, the nose is submerged, no harm.” This line reminds
you that while small ‘greed’” may not bring you disaster, it can damage your
image. Just as when one sees a plateful of delicious food and if you are so
impatient and greedy, your mouth and nose plunge into the food and gobble it
down. In this situation, although your table manners themself does no harm to

you, your public image is rather ugly.

Liu-San: ‘Bite preserved meet, poison is encountered, small trouble, no harm.’
Here is a reminder to people that when you pursue interests beyond the
boundaries of your position, you will encounter difficulties. You must
immediately recognize the danger, reflect on your words and deeds, stop
continuing inappropriate behaviour, solve small problems, and avoid major

disasters.

Jiu-Si: ‘Bite dried meat from bones and get a golden arrow, it is beneficial to stick
to the steadfast in hard times and will be auspicious.” This line indicates that if
you maintain integrity, tenacious perseverance and work hard to overcome
difficult times, you will have received benefits from your efforts as the image
shows unexpected gains of the golden arrow (benefit), even when biting the

leftover meat from a bone.



Liu-Wu: ‘Bite dried meet and gain gold, maintain steadfast, danger, no harm.’
This line shows that you can create wealth through your hard work. If you can
maintain a diligent and thrifty attitude (eat jerky instead of fresh meat), you can
avail yourself of a great harvest (gold). It is also a reminder that even if you stay
upright, you may still face dangerous situations because it is easy to be tempted
by bountiful benefits. As long as you are vigilant at all times, there will be no

major disaster.

Liu-Wu: ‘With heavy shackle on the shoulder, the ears are destroyed, calamity.’
This is the top line, according to the concept of | Ching ‘Changing’, when things
develop to the top must turn in the opposite direction. Due to the temptation
of materials in your business, you have fallen into an inextricable state. Just as
one who is shackled by blocking their ears and eyes and is unable to distinguish
right from wrong, they continue to misbehave leading them to the dangerous

point of litigation.

Shi Ke Hexagram (litigation) is combined with Zhen (thunder) and Li (fire). The
hexagram of thunder and lightning inspires the ancient kings to make fair but
strict rules to deal the illegal behaviour It reminds us to return to being vigilant
and stop misbehaviour when we are lightly punished. By staying true to the right
path, you can also gain benefits, but if you are deceived by your interests, be
blind to warnings and continue the illegal practices, you will suffer severe
punishment. If you are in this situation and need to change, please see the next

hexagram 'Ben’ (Adornment).



