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Meng hexagram (early stage of education) is combined with Kan 3k = (water) at the bottom

and above is the Gen R =z (mountain) trigram. The Meng Hexagram shows us the

importance of enlightenment after birth. The top trigram is Gen (mountain) which indicates
a child; and the bottom one Kan (water) that indicates a teacher or wisdom. The
enlightenment is covered by the darkness of ignorance and so the child needs the teacher to
lift them from the darkness and reveal the wisdom within. We can also picture the teacher
as water and the darkness as a mountain: water also can nourish but also wear away the
mountain (and so reveal our wisdom). This hexagram reveals the importance of being a

teacher at the earliest stage of education.
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The Judgment of the Meng Hexagram: “Profit, children ask the teacher, the teacher does
not force the children to learn. Sincerely ask a teacher, just like divination”. This statement
describes a child learns through sincerely asking the teacher questions, and not by the
teacher forcing them to learn. When children are born, they lack experience and knowledge,
yet show curiosity about everything around them. At this time, a teacher (parents) should
nurture, guide and direct them according to the child’s needs. The teacher (or parent) must
not force them to learn. This hexagram reveals that the Chinese concept of education
focuses on “stretching individual strength”. Let’s look at each line (position) in some more
detail (from the bottom line up) to get some hints on how we can stretch the young

children’s strength.

Chu-Liu (from bottom to top, yin in the first position), the statement of this position Yao

ci: “enlighten young children, need punishing and modelling, help them to obey the rules
and learn self-disciple, guard against naivety.” This statement advises us that, at the
beginning of child’s education, it is important for them to form the habit of self-disciple. It
also advises that a teacher (or parent) should not use unreasonable punishment to discipline
the child. Rather, a teacher should display high degrees of morals and virtue and let the
child learn unconsciously. By doing so, the child will be imperceptibly influenced by this

behaviour.

Jiu-Er. (from bottom to top, yang in the second position) Yao ci: “Tolerate, auspicious. Accept the
wife, the children will sustain the family”. This statement describes a good teacher is one
who shows a tolerant attitude towards the learners, overserves the children’s behaviour,
understand their strengths and weaknesses, and then patiently give them guidance. The
teacher should give full play to the child’s spirit of creativity and exploration and cultivate
them to be useful in the society. Just like a man who marries a virtuous and capable wife,
the husband’s family should accept and help the new wife to be part of the family so that

she can successfully nurture her children to continuously strengthen the family’s standing.

Liu-San. Yao ci: “Do not marry a woman who sees a man of gold and loses control”. Just as a
man should not marry a woman who only sees money and so loses her virtue and honesty,

we should not employ someone who only sees profit and forgets righteousness. A
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professional teacher (leader) should have dignity and self-respect: being tempted by profit

and favouring some learners while neglecting others is not auspicious.

Liu-Si. Yao ci: “confined, distress”. This statement points out the learners position as

mentioned earlier. The top trigram is Gen (zz) represents the learner. The child, being new
to the world faces a difficult situation: they are filled with abundant curiosity and questions
but are lacking answers. This causes stress in the child as they do not know who can satisfy

their curiosity.

Liu-Wu. Yaoci: “Innocent children are auspicious”. The line tells us that innocent children
are auspicious as they are full of curiosity and desire to know all that is about them. It is
their curiosity and desire to know that will motivate them to sincerely ask questions and

learn.

Shang-liu. Yaoci: “Expelled from ignorance, violence brings no benefit, control brigands is
profit”. This statement tells us that to educate the young so as to get expel ignorance, a

good teacher should use heuristic education and avoid aggressive punishments of beating
and scolding. We should try to adopt the Tao concept of “Heart-and-Mind” and use moral

education and benevolence to reveal that child’s wisdom.

The Meng hexagram describes how a young child (or even a new staff member) should be
educated, and what roll a teacher plays in the child’s learning. When, however, children
obtain some knowledge they may become too ambitious and seek dreams that are still
beyond their reach. A child needs to grasp the importance of continuous learning and

having patience and waiting for opportunities. These will be explored in my next blog- “Z&

%N’ Xu Hexagram (wating).
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