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4     蒙卦 Meng Hexagram  
  
 

蒙卦由下坎☵(水),上艮☶(山)组成，又称 “山水蒙”。“蒙”是启蒙教

育的意思。 这里的“山”代表学生，“水”代表老师或智慧。水既能滋

润万物，也能毁坏万物。这说明老师在最初教育阶段的重要性。 

卦辞：“亨。匪我求童蒙，童蒙求我。初筮告，再三渎，渎则不告” 。

卦辞告诉我们：吉祥，老师不需要强逼儿童学习，而是他们会很真诚，主

动地请教老师。蒙昧幼稚的儿童（事业的初级阶段），缺少经验智慧，对

于身边的一切都充满好奇心。这时作为老师（父母）应该根据孩子的需求

给与适当的教育和启发, 而不是将自己的思想强加给学童。这一卦也体现

了中国“因材施教”的教学理念。请看以下每一个爻辞给我们的启示： 

初六:“发蒙。利用刑人，用说桎梏，以往吝”。这个爻辞说明启蒙教

育，除了用严格的方法使学生懂得行为规范，守纪律，免于陷入困境外；

作为老师（领导）也要以身作则，言行一致，为学生做出榜样，使他们在

不知不觉中受到老师的影响，得到良好的启蒙教育。这也说明真正的启蒙

教育要在日常生活中潜移默化。  
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九二，“包蒙，吉。纳妇吉，子克家。”这一卦告诉我们：好的老师应该

包容身边的学童，观察他们的言行举止，了解他们的优点与缺点，再耐心

地引导，使学童充分发挥自己的创造与探索精神，培养出对社会有用的人

才。就像一个男人刚取进一个贤惠能干的妻子，全家人都应该要接纳她，

帮助她融入新的家庭环境，这个妻子才能顺利培养出传承家业，孝顺能干

的子女。 

六三，“勿用取女，见金夫，不有躬”卦辞告诉我们：一个男子不要取贪

财的女子做妻子，这样的女子见到有钱的男子，就忘了自己的贞洁而对丈

夫不忠。这说明一个老师（领导）应该有尊严，要自重，不能见利忘义，

受到金钱的诱惑而特别照顾某些学生，这样做是不利的。这一卦也警告我

们不要聘用见利忘义的员工。 

六四，“困蒙，吝。”这里指学生正处在困境中，对新事物的好奇，对眼

前的问题，对未来的无知，到底在哪里能找到答案，是听家长还是老师

呢？这一切都会给自己增加无穷的烦恼。 
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六五，“童蒙，吉。” 当一个学童对周围的事物都充满好奇心时，觉得

自己有所不知，又想知道，这时他就会主动去努力, 并以谦逊的态度去学

习，这样是吉祥的。 

上九，“击蒙，不利为寇，利御寇。”要击走蒙昧，作为一个好老师， 

应该用启发式的教育，避免使用打骂的惩罚手段。教育的方法有正反两

面，要尽量用正面的仁与德教育来启发儿童的智慧。 

蒙卦描述了一个学生应该如何获得知识和一个老师在教育中应该扮演的角

色。当一个学生获得一定的知识后，又会变得过于雄心勃勃，并寻求遥不

可及的梦想。这时要明白持续学习，耐心等待的重要性。下一卦“需卦”

将会探讨“等待”请继续阅读。               

4 蒙卦Meng Hexagram  

 Meng hexagram (early stage of education) is combined with Kan坎☵ (water) at the bottom 

and above is the Gen艮☶ (mountain) trigram. The Meng Hexagram shows us the 

importance of enlightenment after birth.  The top trigram is Gen (mountain) which indicates 

a child; and the bottom one Kan (water) that indicates a teacher or wisdom. The 

enlightenment is covered by the darkness of ignorance and so the child needs the teacher to 

lift them from the darkness and reveal the wisdom within.  We can also picture the teacher 

as water and the darkness as a mountain: water also can nourish but also wear away the 

mountain (and so reveal our wisdom). This hexagram reveals the importance of being a 

teacher at the earliest stage of education.  
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The Judgment of the Meng Hexagram: “Profit, children ask the teacher, the teacher does 

not force the children to learn. Sincerely ask a teacher, just like divination”. This statement 

describes a child learns through sincerely asking the teacher questions, and not by the 

teacher forcing them to learn. When children are born, they lack experience and knowledge, 

yet show curiosity about everything around them. At this time, a teacher (parents) should 

nurture, guide and direct them according to the child’s needs. The teacher (or parent) must 

not force them to learn.  This hexagram reveals that the Chinese concept of education 

focuses on “stretching individual strength”. Let’s look at each line (position) in some more 

detail (from the bottom line up) to get some hints on how we can stretch the young 

children’s strength. 

Chu-Liu (from bottom to top, yin in the first position), the statement of this position Yao 

ci: “enlighten young children, need punishing and modelling, help them to obey the rules 

and learn self-disciple, guard against naivety.” This statement advises us that, at the 

beginning of child’s education, it is important for them to form the habit of self-disciple. It 

also advises that a teacher (or parent) should not use unreasonable punishment to discipline 

the child. Rather, a teacher should display high degrees of morals and virtue and let the 

child learn unconsciously. By doing so, the child will be imperceptibly influenced by this 

behaviour.  

Jiu-Er. (from bottom to top, yang in the second position) Yao ci: “Tolerate, auspicious. Accept the 

wife, the children will sustain the family”.  This statement describes a good teacher is one 

who shows a tolerant attitude towards the learners, overserves the children’s behaviour, 

understand their strengths and weaknesses, and then patiently give them guidance. The 

teacher should give full play to the child’s spirit of creativity and exploration and cultivate 

them to be useful in the society.  Just like a man who marries a virtuous and capable wife, 

the husband’s family should accept and help the new wife to be part of the family so that 

she can successfully nurture her children to continuously strengthen the family’s standing.   

Liu-San. Yao ci: “Do not marry a woman who sees a man of gold and loses control”.  Just as a 

man should not marry a woman who only sees money and so loses her virtue and honesty, 

we should not employ someone who only sees profit and forgets righteousness. A 
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professional teacher (leader) should have dignity and self-respect: being tempted by profit 

and favouring some learners while neglecting others is not auspicious.   

 
Liu-Si. Yao ci: “confined, distress”. This statement points out the learners position as 

mentioned earlier. The top trigram is Gen (☶) represents the learner. The child, being new 

to the world faces a difficult situation: they are filled with abundant curiosity and questions 

but are lacking answers. This causes stress in the child as they do not know who can satisfy 

their curiosity.  

Liu-Wu. Yaoci: “Innocent children are auspicious”. The line tells us that innocent children 

are auspicious as they are full of curiosity and desire to know all that is about them. It is 

their curiosity and desire to know that will motivate them to sincerely ask questions and 

learn.  

 

Shang-Jiu. Yaoci: “Expelled from ignorance, violence brings no benefit, control brigands is 

profit”. This statement tells us that to educate the young so as to get expel ignorance, a 

good teacher should use heuristic education and avoid aggressive punishments of beating 

and scolding.  We should try to adopt the Tao concept of “Heart-and-Mind” and use moral 

education and benevolence to reveal that child’s wisdom.  

The Meng hexagram describes how a young child (or even a new staff member) should be 

educated, and what roll a teacher plays in the child’s learning.  When, however, children 

obtain some knowledge they may become too ambitious and seek dreams that are still 

beyond their reach. A child needs to grasp the importance of continuous learning and 

having patience and waiting for opportunities. These will be explored in my next blog- “需

卦” Xu Hexagram (wating).   

 
 
 
 

 

 



6Peaceofmao 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


