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The Song hexagram represents litigation. It is combined with Kan 2X= (water)at the bottom

and above is the Qian ¥2 = (Heaven) trigram. This hexagram states that fighting for desires
with others can sometimes cause unfairness and conflicts. Two parties, when in conflict,
could be said to be moving in conflicting directions. The image of Song hexagram above
trigram Qian symbolizes the Sun rising from the East and sets in the West. The Bottom Kan
symbolizes the river water flowing from the West to the South. It can be said that the sunin
its natural path from east to west conflicts with the rivers natural desire to flow from the
west to south. As litigation causes lots of energy and resources, no matter loss or wins, in
the end, both sides will lose either time, energy, or money. This hexagram warns us that we

need to prevent the problem to reduce the conflicts in advance and not regret afterwards.

The Judgment is: “Honesty, caution, auspicious halfway, harm at the end. It is beneficial to

see a great man, not profit to cross a great river”. When two parties of an event are involved
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in conflicts, they do not trust each other, their relationship is broken, and this can cause
disputes. If one party considers taking their conflict to the court, they need to think about
whether it is possible to win the case or not. Even if you have sufficient evidence to deal
with the disputes, in the end, both sides will lose either time, energy, or money. It is
auspicious to find a reasonable solution with the idea of ‘making big things into small and
ignoring small things.”. We must be very vigilant to look for a fair and honest wise man for
help and do not take risks to move forwards. Each of the following lines will tell the details

about how to avoid litigation.

Chu-Liu. Yao ci: “The matter will be tolerated, it is a small talk and will be auspicious at the
end”. The Yao ci tells us that to not spend too much time and effort to take your small case
to court. You need to carefully examine the situation, be flexible and avoid lawsuits. If there
are small conflicts, two parties must discuss to find a reasonable solution. There is no
equitable fair in the world and reasonable outcomes will be acceptable. Do not seek
outright results and it will be auspicious at the end.

Jiu-Er. Yao ci: “Stop prolonging the case, return to hometown, there are three hundred
people, no misfortune”. This line suggests to us that when you are drawn into conflicts, it is
better to return back to your village (staying calmly to do self-reflection) to escape the clash
and not influence your family members. The weaker party does not suit the stronger party.
It would be very hard to win for the weaker side, no matter how sufficient evidence is given,
and the lawsuit will bring you endless suffering. There is no harm if you stop the prolonged

litigation or involve your family.

Liu- San. Yao ci: “Food on ancient morality, steadfast, face the danger, it will be auspicious,
doing the king’s service without success”. This Yao ci tells us that following our traditional
virtue of non-contention, the avoidance of conflict, maintaining righteousness, and be
tolerated just like serving the king without success. Although there are dangers and

unfairness, it will be auspicious in the end.

Jiu-si. Yao Ci: “Conflict fails, return, recognize life-destiny, be calmly steadfast, auspicious”.
This position is the first line of the above Qian trigram which tells us we need to avoid
lawsuits if there is a small case for our own benefit, but if it is a big case about the whole
society’s prosperity, we need to take risks to go the court, try to change the unhealthy
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habits of society. Even lost, we still need to do something beneficial to our society and

accept our life destiny. In doing so, it is still auspicious for the whole society.

Jiu-Wu. Yao ci: “Litigation, supremely auspicious”. This Yao ci tells us that it is supremely
auspicious if we show an upright, trustworthy and balanced attitude towards the lawsuit,

and meditate in a just and fair way to deal with the case.

Shang- Jiu. Yao ci: “Receive a gift of apparel in the conflict, three times taken away in one
morning”. This Yao ci reveals that even though you have received a great reward from the
king for your contribution, lawsuits take enormous effort, time, and money. So, we need to
remember that the purpose of litigation is to reduce conflicts, solve problems, not to put

down others.

The Song Hexagram tells us that there will be many conflicts and disputes in our life, do not
take a small case to court, but if there is a big case that involves the whole society's benefit,
we still need to take the case to the court and to pursue fairness. However, to avoid
suffering and trouble from litigation, we must show an empathetic attitude, see
reconciliation, through communication, build a cooperative team, removing the suffering
from lawsuits to reach a win-win situation. The next hexagram “Shi Hexagram (Army)” will

show you how a great man can help you reach a win-win situation.
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