
1Peaceofmao 
 

5          需卦 Xu Hexagram  

 

需卦由下乾☰(天、男人)上坎☵(水、险)组成。又称“水天

需”，危在前。第四卦（蒙卦）讲了启蒙教育，这一卦（需卦）

是讲启蒙后的人，当我们获得了一定的知识，就有不同的欲望，

当欲望得不到满足时，就会产生很多烦恼。为了减少烦恼，需卦

告诉我们，要节制自己的欲望，不能随心所欲, 需要耐心等待。 

  

卦辞：“需，有孚，光亨，贞吉，利涉大川”。卦辞告诉我们:

你的需求不可能立即得到满足，成功需要一个等待的过程。如果

想要目标顺利达成，你就需要：有诚信，守住光明正道，克服万

难，合理节制自己的欲望，适可而止。为了减少欲望带来的痛

苦, 增加满足带来的幸福。请看以下的每一个爻辞给我们的启

示： 

初九，“需于郊，利用恒，无咎”。这个爻辞用“在郊外等待”

来比喻成功在望。虽然我们的目标就快到了，但是还没有达成，

还需要等待。我们要充分利用这些时间来修养自己，培养耐信和

恒心，明白有恒是成功的根本, 不要冒险前行，就不会有灾难。  
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九二，“需于沙，小有言，终吉”。这个爻辞告诉我们在接近成

功时，会受到闲言闲语的影响。就好像几个人竞争同一样东西，

其他人可能会讲你的坏话，破坏你的声誉，从而降低你的竞争

力。这时你要坚守正道，不用听其闲言，就会吉祥。好像在沙滩

上行走，你的脚虽然感到不舒服，但是不会有大的伤害。 

 

九三，“需于泥，致寇至”。这一卦说明在接近成功时，一定要

耐心等待。如果冒然前行，就会招来祸患。你想要的东西，可能

很多人都想要，所以你不一定能得到，这时你需要了解自己的长

处，明白“尽人事，听天命”的道理。只要你努力了，得不到你

想要的东西，也不要勉强，否则后果不堪设想。 就好像在沼泽

中行走，不小心就会掉进泥坑里。 

 

六四，“需于血，出自穴”。这个爻辞告诉我们，经过长期的等

待和艰苦的奋斗，终于取得了成功。就好像在洞穴的血泊中逃了

出来。这时我们也要更加小心，不要让欲望冲破头脑，要很冷静

地思考：什么是你真正需要的东西，学会控制自己的欲望，自我

调适，才不会有灾难。 
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九五，“需于酒食，贞吉”。你经历了各种等待和努力， 终于

有了成绩，但是你要明白你的成绩不是你一人的努力，而是很多

人帮助你，配合和支持你的结果。所以你要懂得分享你的富贵和

酒食佳肴，才会吉祥。如果你的需求满足时， 只知吃喝玩乐，

不务正业，那会更加危险的。  

 

上六，“入于穴，有不速之客三人来，敬之终吉”。这一爻辞警

告我们：当我们取得成功后，将会有三位不速之客登门拜访夺取

我们的财富：关税人员要求交税；不法之徒无理勒索；子女无节

制的需求。如果你能正确处理他们：老实交税；明辨是非；教育

子女自律，就会吉祥。 

 

需卦提醒我们：控制欲望；不要急于达到目标；成功是一段漫长

的旅程。它还告诉我们，一旦我们的目标实现了，就必须与他人

分享我们的成功和财富，履行我们的职责，并明智地处理“不速

之客”的要求。如果我们不明智地采取行动，就可能带来烦恼和

冲突。下一个卦“诉卦”将指导我们如何处理冲突。 
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5 需卦 Xu Hexagram  

The Xu hexagram represents waiting. It is combined with Qian 乾 ☰ (Heaven, 

men) at the bottom and above is the Kan坎☵ (water, danger) trigram. This 

hexagram shows the danger that lies ahead. The previous Meng hexagram tells 

us that it is very important to be educated after birth. The Xu hexagram warns 

that as an educated person we have gained certain knowledge and desires, but 

those desires can cause deep anxiety and great worries within us. The Xu 

hexagram tells us to not covet too much and to be patient in satisfying our 

remaining desires.  

The Judgment of the Xu Hexagram: “Need, integrity, righteousness, steadfast, 

and it is auspicious when crossing a great river.” This hexagram tells us to not 

expect our needs to be satisfied immediately: success is a long journey of 

waiting. When waiting, we should not be passive rather, we should be 

preparing for our future by showing integrity and being persistent in our self-

improvement while also controlling our desires. In doing so, we become aware 

of any dangers ahead help us to avoid difficult situations. The following Yao ci 

helps us to reduce our suffering and increase our happiness.  

Chu-Jiu. Yao ci: “Waiting in the outskirt, use this time to practice persistently, 

no harm”. The Yao ci tells us that when we are close to reaching our goal, we 

are not there yet and need to be patient use this time to cultivate ourselves. 

We need to understand that perseverance is the foundation of success and by 

not rushing to reach our desires, we will avoid harm. Like being on the 

outskirts of a city after a long journey, we are close to reaching our desire but 

still need to be patient and persevere.  

Jiu-Er. Yao ci: “Waiting on a sand land, small gossip, it is auspicious at the end”. 

This position tells us that we are coming closer to our goal, but there are 
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obstacles on the way to reach our target. For example, we may be faced with a 

situation where we are contenting with others for a promotion, some may 

spread rumours concerning others to destroy their reputation. At this time, we 

need to be steadfast and continue to do the right thing. While we may be 

uncomfortable with the gossip, by focussing on our work, the gossip will be 

shown to be unfounded, and we will reach our goal. Just like walking on 

shifting sand, our feet feel uncomfortable, but the sand does no harm and we 

will reach the water at the end.   

Jiu-San. Yao ci: “Waiting in the mud, Brigands are invited”. This Yao ci tells us 

that when we are very close to success, we need to be particularly aware of 

our situation as it can be dangerous if we are too ambitious. Just like standing 

in mud, we may sink further into the mud if we move too fast to grasp our 

object. When we seek a goal, we should remain mindful that others may also 

covet the same goal. While these people may not be “brigands”, they may 

succeed over us. So long as we have tried our best, we must respect our fate.  

Liu-Si. Yao ci: “Waiting in blood, leave the cave,” This hexagram warns us that 

we have reached our dream as we have been waiting and hard working for a 

long time to get what we want. Currently, we need to control our desire by 

staying calm and thinking about what we really need. By reducing our desires, 

we can avoid a dangerous situation, as this Yao ci tells, us, the blood 

represents too much desire (blood) and we must escape the cave (our greedy 

desires).    

Jiu-Wu. Yao ci: “Waiting with wine and food, it is auspicious”. When we have 

reached our success after a long time of waiting, we need to think about the 

people who have helped us on our journey to reach our goal. So, it will be 

auspicious for us to share our success (our food and wine) with others. 
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However, we must avoid danger by continuing to improve ourselves. We 

cannot spend all day eating, drinking, and showing off.    

Shang-Liu. Yao ci: “Entered a cave, there are three uninvited guests, it is 

auspicious if you treat them with honour”. This Yao ci tells us that when you 

have become successful, there will be three types of uninvited “guests” who 

desire to relive you of your wealth: guests from the government want you to 

pay tax; outlaws will seek to steal your wealth through schemes, and your 

children will ask you to fund their desires. There will be no harm if you can deal 

with them through: honestly paying tax; wisely recognizing schemes; and 

educating your children on self-discipline.   

The Xu hexagram reminds us to: control our desire; do not rush to reach our 

goal; and to be mindful that reaching our goals is a long journey. It also tells us 

that once our goal has been achieved, we must share our success and wealth 

with others, perform our duty, and wisely deal with demands from “uninvited 

guests”. If we fail to act wisely, we may create conflict and need to know how 

to deal with this conflict. The next hexagram “讼卦 Song Hexagram” will guide 

us in how to deal with conflict.  

 

 

 

 


