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5 ‘& 3l Xu Hexagram

The Xu hexagram represents waiting. It is combined with Qian ¥7 = (Heaven,

men) at the bottom and above is the Kan ¥ == (water, danger) trigram. This

hexagram shows the danger that lies ahead. The previous Meng hexagram tells
us that it is very important to be educated after birth. The Xu hexagram warns
that as an educated person we have gained certain knowledge and desires, but
those desires can cause deep anxiety and great worries within us. The Xu
hexagram tells us to not covet too much and to be patient in satisfying our

remaining desires.

The Judgment of the Xu Hexagram: “Need, integrity, righteousness, steadfast,
and it is auspicious when crossing a great river.” This hexagram tells us to not
expect our needs to be satisfied immediately: success is a long journey of
waiting. When waiting, we should not be passive rather, we should be
preparing for our future by showing integrity and being persistent in our self-
improvement while also controlling our desires. In doing so, we become aware
of any dangers ahead help us to avoid difficult situations. The following Yao ci

helps us to reduce our suffering and increase our happiness.

Chu-Jiu. Yao ci: “Waiting in the outskirt, use this time to practice persistently,
no harm”. The Yao ci tells us that when we are close to reaching our goal, we
are not there yet and need to be patient use this time to cultivate ourselves.
We need to understand that perseverance is the foundation of success and by
not rushing to reach our desires, we will avoid harm. Like being on the
outskirts of a city after a long journey, we are close to reaching our desire but

still need to be patient and persevere.

Jiu-Er. Yao ci: “Waiting on a sand land, small gossip, it is auspicious at the end”.

This position tells us that we are coming closer to our goal, but there are
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obstacles on the way to reach our target. For example, we may be faced with a
situation where we are contenting with others for a promotion, some may
spread rumours concerning others to destroy their reputation. At this time, we
need to be steadfast and continue to do the right thing. While we may be
uncomfortable with the gossip, by focussing on our work, the gossip will be
shown to be unfounded, and we will reach our goal. Just like walking on
shifting sand, our feet feel uncomfortable, but the sand does no harm and we

will reach the water at the end.

Jiu-San. Yao ci: “Waiting in the mud, Brigands are invited”. This Yao ci tells us
that when we are very close to success, we need to be particularly aware of
our situation as it can be dangerous if we are too ambitious. Just like standing
in mud, we may sink further into the mud if we move too fast to grasp our
object. When we seek a goal, we should remain mindful that others may also
covet the same goal. While these people may not be “brigands”, they may

succeed over us. So long as we have tried our best, we must respect our fate.

Liu-Si. Yao ci: “Waiting in blood, leave the cave,” This hexagram warns us that
we have reached our dream as we have been waiting and hard working for a
long time to get what we want. Currently, we need to control our desire by
staying calm and thinking about what we really need. By reducing our desires,
we can avoid a dangerous situation, as this Yao ci tells, us, the blood
represents too much desire (blood) and we must escape the cave (our greedy

desires).

Jiu-Wu. Yao ci: “Waiting with wine and food, it is auspicious”. When we have
reached our success after a long time of waiting, we need to think about the
people who have helped us on our journey to reach our goal. So, it will be

auspicious for us to share our success (our food and wine) with others.
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However, we must avoid danger by continuing to improve ourselves. We

cannot spend all day eating, drinking, and showing off.

Shang-Liu. Yao ci: “Entered a cave, there are three uninvited guests, it is
auspicious if you treat them with honour”. This Yao ci tells us that when you
have become successful, there will be three types of uninvited “guests” who
desire to relive you of your wealth: guests from the government want you to
pay tax; outlaws will seek to steal your wealth through schemes, and your
children will ask you to fund their desires. There will be no harm if you can deal
with them through: honestly paying tax; wisely recognizing schemes; and

educating your children on self-discipline.

The Xu hexagram reminds us to: control our desire; do not rush to reach our
goal; and to be mindful that reaching our goals is a long journey. It also tells us
that once our goal has been achieved, we must share our success and wealth
with others, perform our duty, and wisely deal with demands from “uninvited
guests”. If we fail to act wisely, we may create conflict and need to know how

to deal with this conflict. The next hexagram “iA%p Song Hexagram” will guide

us in how to deal with conflict.
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