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Impressions Change Constantly - A Trip to Macau
Winnie Mo

Impressionist paintings are difficult to replicate because each painting reflects the artist's
specific moment, scene, and emotion. Time and mood are constantly changing, so our

impressions of each person or scene are also constantly changing.

Family trips have always been our most common holiday activity, but this year we didn't
have any trips. To make a family trip happen, two conditions must be met: everyone has
free time together, and the family budget is sufficient. This year, we didn't meet these two
conditions. The rain will always stop, and the sun will always come out. However, this year,
our family's sunshine took a whole year to appear. We got excited again and decided to
travel. Long trips require advance planning, but short trips can be taken anytime. So, we

decided to go on a three-day trip to Macau.

| visited Macau many years ago, and in my impression, Macau was like a small town in Hong
Kong, with nothing much to appreciate besides the casinos. So, | wasn't particularly excited

about the trip. However, this trip completely changed my impression of Macau.

We stayed at the Grand Coloane Resort near Hac Sa Beach, far from the city center. This
place, away from the city's hustle and bustle, facing the vast sea, with spacious indoor and
outdoor facilities, took us from bustling Hong Kong to a peaceful paradise. There was
movement in the quiet; every time we entered the hotel lobby, we could hear Christmas
songs and see Santa Claus, reindeer, and elves cheerfully greeting us with "Merry

Christmas."



Macau is a world-famous casino center. | never participate in any gambling games, but
since our daughter was already eighteen, we decided to check out the casino. However, we
were told at the entrance that the casino requires you to be at least 21 years old to enter.
Although we couldn't see the casino's interior, we enjoyed shopping outside: various brand
stores were dazzling, crowded but not cramped, with many people enjoying the

atmosphere outside and fewer people shopping inside.

When we walked on the Venetian streets, the sky was blue with white clouds, and there
were small bridges and flowing water on the ground. | was stunned for a moment; we had
just been walking on a misty, rainy street, and now we were in a sunny world. | couldn't
believe my eyes and asked him, "Hey, why is the sky clear?" He smiled and said, "This is
another world." After a while, he seriously explained, "This is a unique feature of casinos; all
casinos have no windows and no clocks, making people forget time and space and fully
enjoy the thrill of winning and losing." Oh my, casinos are truly darkness in the light, with

many people losing everything here.

The food court is a paradise for mothers and children. We went to the food court, which
was crowded, and it was hard to find an empty seat. After circling a few times, we finally got
a table and could sit down and enjoy a feast. However, the food here wasn't very appealing,
just the usual dishes, but the prices were a third higher than in regular restaurants. He asked
me, "Did you notice? Most of the people here are mothers and children; the adults are all
enjoying themselves in the casino. It's like this 24 hours a day." | looked around and found

his observation very true.

Treasures are often hidden in little-known corners. The luxurious entertainment city is only
part of Macau; many people overlook the quiet old streets and alleys. Our family walked
hand in hand in the old district, chatting and laughing, carefree, wandering aimlessly.
Whenever we reached a place of historical significance, such as A-Ma Temple, Ruins of St.
Paul's, and Coloane Village, we would stop and listen to him give us a history lesson. The

most impressive was the "Mandarin's House." The owner, Zheng Guanying, was a modern



Chinese scholar whose book "Words of Warning in Times of Prosperity" addressed social
phenomena of the time and offered insightful thoughts on politics, economy, and
education. Great thinkers share a common belief in high moral standards. At the entrance of
the house, a banner reads "Promote Virtue and Bestow Generosity," and the couplet in the
main hall says, "Cherish food and clothing, not only talent but also fortune; seek fame and
profit, but first seek self-improvement to avoid relying on others.” These ideas encourage
future generations to be self-reliant, cherish everything, and help others. These principles

are worth learning.

Macau is a small city that combines history, modern architecture, and fantasy entertainment.
After a three-day trip, | finally understood why he was so interested in Macau. Those
intriguing alleys with Chinese and Western characteristics, temples, and churches, as well as
the dreamy entertainment venues, modern buildings of world-famous cities like the Venice,
Paris, and London, and top brand products, even if unaffordable, were eye-opening. This
trip to Macau, perhaps due to a change in mindset, completely changed my previous

impression of Macau.



