30 Cruise Cabin Hacks

1. Get extra hangers: Packing your own just weight & takes up space in your luggage. from home. When you arrive in your cabin, usually around 1:30 pm, you’ll likely meet your room steward. Ask him / her for a few extra hangers! It can be a huge space saver to hang as many items as you can, multiple pants on one hanger, summer dresses can double up. ETC…

2.  Pack realistic for your cruise: A 7-day cruise or longer does not require 20 changes of clothes. Try to bring only what you’ll need by preparing outfits you’d like to wear for day and evening. Try things on and make sure you feel good in them. Add some swimwear and shoes and you’re set. Tossing your entire wardrobe in your suitcase only leads to more clutter once on-board.

3. Packing cubes: My personal favorite! I use several - all small wear, in one cube. All swim in one cube. All things sleep-wear in one cube. Packing cubes really help to keep everything organized, save space, and time! Just toss them on a shelf in the closet, or one of the drawers & you’re almost unpacked! Now that you are unpacked- push that luggage under the bed! Out of your way! No reason to see it all week!

4. Magnetic hooks: Don’t second guess this one, get some good string ones! I love to use these, to save space & make things very handy! Cruise ship cabins usually have 2 hooks already in the cabin. Great for a jacket, favorite hat- or small purse you’re using! Think beach bags, sweatshirts, bags, etc…Using hooks can keep everyday items handy, off the floor, out of the way!

5.  Over the door hanging organizer: This can be a huge space saver for all your small things, body lotions, sunscreen, after sun care, hair products, shower products & so much more! Hang the over the door organizer on your bathroom door and free up limited space in the small cruise bathrooms with few shelves. Those are great for perfume, cologne, toothbrush & paste.
Tip: I like to pre-pack this beforehand and placing it in my luggage. Just hang it up & done on the ship!
6. Turn your desk into a vanity! Turn the desk into a vanity. Use the side drawers for your make up, Combs, brushes. Use another drawer for my hairbrushes and curling iron and my Blow dryer. (I try to leave one for hubby to utilize).
7. Clear up that cabin clutter you don’t need, every day! When you arrive in your cabin, you will always find daily papers, fun list etc.. on your counters or desk. If you’re not going to use them, hide them away, top skinny desk drawer is perfect to keep these in. Remember most desk stools can be used as storage, great to keep extra water bottles, beach bags, or even shoes! Just make a reminder to Check it before your leave!

Tip: The couches also have 2 large drawers.

8. A Pop-up hampers, my new favorite hack!! We keep ours to side of the desk or the closet where shoes go. Perfect for keeping all dirty, worn clothing in, out of the way and away from clean clothes! At the end of the cruise, we convert one piece of luggage into dirty one, all of these clothes, shoes, beach bags. They all go in there and clean items, etc. go in the other!

9. A Cabin nightlight: Cabins are obviously quite dark at night, especially if you’re in an inside cabin! Traveling with little ones, and for us older ones - new places can be tricky at night time! A very simple fix is a night light. We keep ours in the bathroom (it’s also a room freshener.) I prefer the battery powered ones, to not take up limited outlets. Two birds with one stone!

10. Ziplock Baggies:  Ziplock baggies are so useful. I like to pack extra to keep a room snacks in, especially helpful with little ones. They can keep dry when headed to ports. Toss some OTC meds, band aids, small things to keep in one place in there to go to port. You get the idea; we all grab extra stuff to get off the ship. They also make great dry bags, for changing out of swim-wear!

Tip: Great for cereal for bed time snacks
.
11. Store your valuables and personal items. Keep not only your good jewelry you brought, wallets and cash in your safe, all cabins have them – We also keep our passports or documents we have. Any keys we have on us, anything of value goes in the safe! Again, I have a reminder to check all places before we leave the ship!

Tip: Use a code only your cabin is familiar with.

12. Beach bag, backpack & towel clips/ bands. Getting off the ship can feel overwhelming for port days, preparing a bag before it’s time to rush to excursions, excited to see the ports. Be prepared and have all your things in your bag, that’s easy to carry and preferably one that zips or closes.
Everyone wants / needs different items in port, take a little time & make sure you’re ready!

Tip: Pack this bag the night before!

13. Door Magnets / Magnetic dry erase board. Placing something familiar to you and your group making it easy to recognize your cabin door! After all some hallways are long and you won’t forget what is yours!

Tip: Don’t put personal information in your door. Pictures, names ... etc.

        A few other items- Take it or leave it

*Personal small fan
*Battery pack charger
*Non surge extension cord
*Post it notes
*Magnetic clips
*Travel Coffee mug
*Reusable water bottles
*Baby powder (releases the sand immediately from your feet!)

