Ron Spears Publications in ISBA Journal (As Of March 1, 2024)

Lincoln The Lawyer Legacy Series
Lincoln and Science, Technology, and Innovation, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2024, p. 
Lincoln’s Challenge To Save Democracy, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2023, p. 44.
Lincoln and Robert E. Lee, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2022, p. 44.
Lincoln, Campbell, and Rock, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2021, p. 44.
Why Lincoln Still Matters, (Tim Bertschy Speech), Illinois Bar Journal, November 2020, p. 44.
Lincoln’s Resiliency Resume, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2020, p. 44.
Lincoln, Explainer of Things, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2020, p. 44.
When Goings Got Rough (Melissa Goings Case), Illinois Bar Journal, August 2019, p. 48
A Bridge Over Troubled Steamboats (Lincoln’s “Effie Afton” Case), Illinois Bar Journal, May 2019, p. 44.
Shining Moonlight On Witness Testimony (Lincoln’s “Duff Armstrong” Case), Illinois Bar Journal, August 2018, p. 46.
When Lincoln Learned What Not To Say (Lincoln’s Duel with James Shields), Illinois Bar Journal, May 2018, p. 46.
Lincoln and Stanton:  Incivility Meets Humility (Lincoln’s “Manny Reaper” Case), Illinois Bar Journal, February 2018, p. 44.
Lincoln’s “Matson” Problem (Lincoln’s Representation of Robert Matson), Illinois Bar Journal, May 2017, p. 46.
A New Look At Lawyer Lincoln, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2017, p. 44.

Coordinator and Presenter at the Annual Abraham Lincoln’s Legal Legacy-Lessons For Today’s Lawyers
First Annual-September 8, 2017, Lincoln College and Lincoln Heritage Museum
Second Annual- September 7, 2028, Beardstown Courthouse
Third Annual- September 6, 2019, Metamora Courthouse
Fourth Annual- September 9, 2022, Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site at Lerna
Fifth Annual- September 8, 2023, Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island 

Judge Justice Series
Black Robe To Gold Watch, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2016, p. 46.
Judging Forensic Science, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2015, p. 48.
Are Courts Heading For A Market Failure? Illinois Bar Journal, August 2015, p. 52.
“Investing” In Litigation, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2015, p. 46.
Flawed Facts and Fact Finders, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2015, p. 44.
Are We Ready For “Practice Ready?”  Illinois Bar Journal, November 2014 p. 550.
Juries In The Age of Voir Google, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2014, p. 402.
Unstructuring Structured Settlements, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2014, p. 248.
Judicial Independence:  Two Westerns and a Promise, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2014, p. 98.
An Adversary System Without Advocates, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2013, p. 592.
Happiness Tips From Seligman and Ziglar, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2013, p. 432.
Dinosaurs and Jury Trials:  Adaptation or Extinction? Illinois Bar Journal, May 2013, p. 264.
Lincoln On The Wall, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2013, p. 104.
Court Approval of Minor’s Settlements, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2012, p. 613.
A Bricoleur’s Response To Murphy’s Law, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2012, p. 270.
Lawyers, Doctors and Matryoshka Dolls, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2012, p.106.
Contagion and the Courts, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2011, p. 588.
A Visit To The Academy, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2011, p. 420.
What Price Justice?  The County Board Wants To Know, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2011, p. 260.
Character On Trial, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2011, p. 102.
Humpty Dumpty Child, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2010, p. 588.
Foreseeing The “Four C’s” (Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions), Illinois Bar Journal, August 2010, p. 432.
Recipe or Disaster:  Checklists Can Help, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2010, p. 268.
Looking For “Facts” In All The Wrong Places, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2010, p. 102.
Making Settlement Agreements a Centerpiece, Not An Afterthought, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2009, p. 422.
A Snipe-Hunter’s Guide To Coaxing Answers From Hostile Witnesses, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2009, p. 260.
Lincoln’s Team of Legal Rivals, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2009, p. 100.
The Five People You Meet In Walmart, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2008, p. 586.
Eyewitnesses and the Rashomon Effect, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2008, p. 424.
Are Civility and Zealous Advocacy Compatible?  Illinois Bar Journal, May 2008, p. 260. 
Diogenes and the Testimonial Whopper, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2008, p. 104.
Burdens of Proof, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2007, p. 604.
If The Gloves Don’t Fit….., Illinois Bar Journal, August 2007, p. 436.
Attorney Independence?  Remember The Alamo, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2007, p. 272.
Opening Statements:  Soup for the Jury’s Soul, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2007, p. 102.
Impaired Lawyers:  Helping Before The Bell Tolls, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2006, p. 626.
You Have The Right To Avoid Litigation…, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2006, p. 438.
Throwing Stones At Cyclops, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2006, p. 260.
Serving A Litigation Banquet, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2006, p. 92.
Thinking Outside The Roasting Pan About Peremptories, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2005, p. 594.
Jury Deselection, Illinois Bar Journal, August 2005, p. 420.
Giving Jurors What They Want, Illinois Bar Journal, May 2005, p. 260.
Tee Ball and Trial Advocacy, Illinois Bar Journal, February 2005, p. 92.
Larry The Lizard’s Near-Death Experience, Illinois Bar Journal, November 2004, p. 600.


