Habitat Happenings
Welcome Fall

Catching up With Two Partner Families
In 2012, we were trying to balance a
rather intense cancer treatment regimen with increasing rent and decreasing income. We were facing the
real possibility of having to move
away, as the cost of housing was
moving out of our reach. One day
we received a letter from Habitat for
Humanity, a referral from another
agency, inviting us to apply for a
home. One thing led to another, and
we moved into our new home in
June 2013.

2019

GC Habitat Heroes of The
Season!
AmeriCorps
Willow Team 3
Executive Director
John Parkes
Thank you!

Did you know?
1.

Habitat’s homebuyers invest
hundreds of hours of their
own labor, called sweat equity, working alongside volunteers and other Habitat
homeowners, in addition to
paying an affordable mortgage and receiving financial
education

As a homeowner, our family has a place they can always come home to. In my continuing treatment for advanced stage cancer, our home is our stability...our retreat.
Our property has become a palette for our passion for gardening, and a calm respite for meditation. We look forward to coming home for many years to come. And
when our time is passed, our legacy will pass to our family.
In these times of scarce housing and skyrocketing rents, a stable home is truly a
lifesaver. We live each day in gratitude.
Tom and Jane Calhoun

CONGRATULATIONS
Ann Frost

Build Update
225 State St. Cannon Falls-We are hanging drywall,
driveway, patio, & sidewalk
are ready for concrete. Exterior is 98% complete.
416 N Prairie Lake City-- Lot
is staked and ready for excavator.
Our ABWK project on Bush-siding removed, painted and
ready to replace with new.

Congratulations on your final mortgage payment. Enjoy the fruits of your labor.

Board Member Doreen Jablonske presenting Ann with her Abstract & Title

Like us on Facebook
Tel: (651) 327-2195

Come and visit us!

614 Plum Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
Email: gchfh02@gmail.com Web: www.gchabitat.org

AmeriCorps: Willow 3 Team Testimonial
When I first got to Habitat for Humanity, I was happy
to be helping a family build a home; it gave me a warm
fuzzy feeling inside. I felt a sense of accomplishment
and I feel like I've learned skills that will help me when
I apply for jobs in the future. I also feel like this is a
part of my life I'll be able to look back on with a smile,
knowing I helped people. I learned how to properly dig
holes, without injuring myself. I also learned how to
use tape measures and saws properly, and I appreciate
the VST's always looking out for my safety and the
safety of my team.
-Kaylon Copeland.
Coming into this experience and working with Habitat
for Humanity for the first time, I barely knew how to correctly swing a hammer let alone how to build a house. Under
the supervisors we have had I feel significantly more confident in my abilities to do many things on the work site. Not
only have we been shown unending support from the folks at habitat, but I have also felt this from the community
both where we work in, Cannon Falls, and in Red Wing, the community we live in. We have been brought in with
open arms and the people in the communities genuinely want to know each team members’ experience. I am very
appreciative and grateful for this experience as a whole.
-Delaney Boone.
It's been awesome to work with Habitat for Humanity Goodhue County. Working with Bob and John has taught me all
kinds of things I never thought I would learn, from how to use a hammer correctly to how to build a roof. The work is
difficult sometimes, but it's always been clear that we have the support of the community, which has embraced us
with open arms. I've been grateful for the opportunity to see this part of the country, and to be a part of building a
home for the Oney family.
-John Eichelberger
It was a rocky start, I didn't know much about construction, so when we had started work, I had a hard time doing
simple hammering. Even if we messed up some things, we weren't scolded and only had to take apart our mistake to
do it again or try and fix it with some kind of remedy. Bob and John have been very patient with and because of that I
think I've been able to do the work without fear of messing, especially when Bob and John are able to spot mistakes
in the making of them. Overall, I'm impressed with the way the house appears and how much progress we've been
able to make on it, it was a slow start and has begun picking up pace.
-Jonathan Guzman
My experience with Habitat for Humanity has been overwhelmingly heartwarming. They've been so kind and generous to us that it almost feels unfair that we got this organization on our first round. The staff has gone above and beyond for our accommodations, especially Jody who is very attentive to needs. Even though John has to run the whole
Habitat affiliate, he's not only been able to make it almost every day to work, but also does a great job of explaining
what and why we're doing it. The staff, work ethic and general good nature of HFH Red Wing makes it a great organization to work with.
- Barrett Province
My experience working with habitat for humanity has been very enjoyable, as well as educational. I have learned a lot
about the construction of not only homes but the construction of teams and friendships. These experiences will help
me greatly in life and I am excited to use them throughout the rest of my service term with NCCC. Habitat for Humanity has helped me realize the importance of homes and communities. I am grateful for the time I've been able to
help and learn.
- Warren.

I’m having a great time working with Habitat for Humanity. I have learned so much about construction, the lingo
that is used, as well as the do’s and don'ts when on the worksite. Not only have I learned about construction but I’ve
also got the chances to interact with people who are getting a house from Habitat and are at the work site to get
their hours in. I’ve also got to learn more about our sponsor not just as the person who is in charge but as a person
in general. All in all I’ve had a really great experience with Habitat for Humanity.
- Jazmyne Woodbury
Working with Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity has been both an enjoyable and educational experience thus
far. Every day on the worksite, I learn at least one new thing. Prior to this experience, I had very little knowledge
about construction. But the easy to follow pace that we are taught at has made everything about this experience
amazing! The environment that we work in is a good balance of seriousness and humor, which makes building a
house 5 days a week never boring work. The staff at Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity never fail to make sure
that their volunteers, AmeriCorps NCCC, have everything that they could need. It has been a very rewarding time
working with Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity, and I am thankful for all the positive times I have had with
them so far!
- Breauna Allore
Working with Goodhue County Habitat has been amazing. Although I’ve learned valuable construction and carpentry skills while building the house in Cannon, what I’m really going to remember from this experience are the
people I’ve met and worked with along the way. My team has been welcomed by this community in so many amazing ways, especially by the four gladiators who keep GCHFH running on the day-to-day. Habitat really has a great
mission and I am proud to help carry it out in these two months in Red Wing.
- Robert Stodola
My experience with Habitat has been great. I have learned a lot about building a house, but most importantly, I have
learned about the organization and the community they serve. I have learned about the issues the community faces
because of the astronomical cost of owning a home. I have spoken to community members and leaders about how
this issue personally affects them and/or people they know. My team and I have built a home alongside the owners
of the Cannon Falls home as well as past, present and future Habitat home recipients. We have heard their story
and understand why our work here is important. This experience has been an eye-opening experience to an issue
that affects communities across America. I am eager to learn more and help start a conversation about solutions to
fix this.
- Carlos Perez
Before I started working with Habitat for Humanity, I was apprehensive about building a house. I did not fully understand Habitat's mission and I was worried about leading my team into this project. However, we were welcomed
with open arms. HFH did not expect us to know how to build a home from start to finish especially since we could
not even properly swing a hammer! HFH showed us from the start what our efforts would be doing for the community. I am excited to see how far we get during the rest of our time working with HFH.
-Mea Mompoint
Working with habitat for humanity thus far I have learned many things, from hammering a nail correctly to assembling interior walls. It has been much appreciated being able to work so close with the site supervisor ensuring we
are getting things done in the right ways. Working so close with habitat there has been a light shed on the housing
crisis across the country and more specifically Goodhue County. The past few weeks I've spent working on the project site I have gained much knowledge in the habitat for humanity impact on the community, the home owners and
construction itself. It has also been incredibly nice to know that the work we put in everyday is a part of a future
home to a family.
-Marty P.

Building Homes,
Building Hope,
Building Community
Up Coming Events
1. 4th Annual Designer Purse Bingo.
Saturday, Nov. 2 at 3p.m., American
Legion Post #54 Red Wing.
2. Give to the MAX November 14, give
online at https://www.givemn.org/
organization/Goodhue-County-HabitatFor-Humanity
3. Project Community Connect November
19. St. Joseph Church
4. Holiday Stroll -- Nov. 29th

In order to conserve resources we would
like to email our news letter to you. Please
send us your email address

I’d Like to Help!

 I will donate construction materials
 I pledge ____$25____ $50____ $100 ___Other
 I would like to volunteer with Habitat
 I would like to talk to someone about donating property
 I will pray for Habitat
 I will put Habitat in my will
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City______________ State ________Zip___________
Phone Number ______________________________
E-Mail ____________________________________
Clip and send:
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity
614 Plum Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
Call Jodi at 507-403-7868 to Volunteer!

A Word From the Executive Director:
John Parkes
It looks like this week will provide us with our first taste of
summer into winter, something that seems to happen every
fall and increases the pain in the posterior factor. Here at
Goodhue County Habitat we are looking back at a productive build season, still on going, and celebrating our successes. To date we have had the Conroy family close on a home
already, the Oneys’ hoping to close by year end, and Nancy
Breen looking to get started on finishing the inside of a
home we will move by month’s end onto a lot in Lake City.
We have completed one roof replacement and are working
on a second, and have begun the process of replacing all the
siding on the Olson home. There is a lot to celebrate, and a
large part of it is due to our partnership with NCCC AmeriCorps. For the last two months we have had a group of
twelve young people living and working in Goodhue County.
They are mostly responsible for the completion of the exterior of the home in Cannon Falls. We will have the entire
exterior done before the weather turns sour. It is truly
amazing to see the community that has developed in Cannon Falls this year with several churches keeping the young
folks fed at least on a weekly basis. We are all so proud of
what AmeriCorps has done here and truth be told our staff
has done some heavy lifting as well, providing housing, and
supplies, lots of meals and YMCA access, and of course on
the job training as they learned about construction. We are
sending them off from here to travel to New Orleans to help
Habitat there, and they will arrive being much more capable
now that we have broken them in! We wish them all well,
and thank them profusely for all they have contributed to
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity. Godspeed in your
journey AmeriCorps, and look out New Orleans.

