Habitat Happenings
Happy Winter 2020

Did you know?
More than 7 million. That’s how
many people Habitat for Humanity
served around the world in fiscal
year 2019 while enlisting the support of more than 1.4 million volunteers. That means that Habitat
for Humanity helped another family access new or improved housing
somewhere in the world every 21
seconds. Over 22 million have built
or improved the place they call
home since 1976.

Goodhue County Habitat is Awarded
Non-Profit of the Year
On January 27th, 2020, Goodhue County
Habitat for Humanity was awarded the
Non-Profit Organization of the Year Award
2019 by the Red Wing Chamber of Commerce. John Parkes our out going Executive Director proudly accepted the award
on behalf of everyone involved in our organization. He thanked all the employees,
volunteers, donors and partner families
for all the hard work put towards making
our organization a success!

Oney Home Dedication
What a fabulous start to winter with
Mike and Andrea Oney’s Home Dedication making this the 40th Goodhue County Habitat Home. What a
way to start the New Year. The
Oney’s were blessed with the generosity of volunteers and donors from
around Goodhue County. Congratulations and Welcome to your home.

Build Update
We have started the Breen project at 416 Prairie St. in Lake
City. The basement is done, the
house was moved in and set.
Sheet rocking started and will
be pouring basement floor, and
basement steps to build.
We hope to break ground for
Partner Family Ashley McLaren
in May. Stay tuned!

Introducing
Our New Executive Director
Stacy Larson
We all welcome Stacy and look forward
to Habitat’s continued success.

Come and visit us!

Tel: (651) 327-2195

614 Plum Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
Email: gchfh02@gmail.com Web: www.gchabitat.org

Building Homes,
Building Hope,
Building Community
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity Events
1. OLE (Outstanding Leadership & Excellence)
Statewide Conference Feb 19, 20, 21 in
Alexandria, MN
2. Volunteer Brunch: March 14th at St.
Ansgars Lutheran Church in Cannon Falls at
10:00 am.
3. 3M Health and Wellness Fair: April 2, 2020

In order to conserve resources we
would like to email our news letter to
you. Please send us your email address.

I’d Like to Help!

 I would like to Volunteer with Habitat
 I pledge ____$25____ $50____ $100 ___Other
 I will donate construction materials
 I would like to talk to someone about donating property
 I would like to Sponsor a Partner Family Home
Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
City______________State________Zip__________
Phone Number
______________________________
E-Mail ____________________________________

Clip and send:
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity
614 Plum Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
Call Jodi at 507-403-7868 to Volunteer!

Like us on Facebook

Not Farwell, Only See You Soon!
As I reflect on the
changes that have
occurred within our
Affiliate in the last
five plus years, what
appears to be the
most relevant is the
growing awareness of
the affordable housing crisis in Goodhue
County, and Habitat’s
part to play in the
solution. Everywhere
you turn, people are concerned, because it affects all of us.
Whether you have a family member who needs an affordable
place to live or you are an employer that can’t find workers to fill
your positions because there are so few places to rent, housing
is a basic need that we all agree on. Unfortunately the need has
only increased since I came to Habitat back in 2014, and the cost
of housing has done the same. In addition, the appraised value
of the homes that we build has skyrocketed, yet we continue to
build the same basic home. The cost of materials, subcontractors and especially land has increased as well, but the most troubling aspect of the affordable housing crunch, is the attitudes
that prevail about the issue and the people who need an affordable place to live. There seems to be a lack of compassion for
people that are looking for affordable housing, a lack that defies
comprehension. Who do we think is looking for this type of
housing? Working people, that’s who, and it is up to us to educate others about the issue , to put faces and stories to the
need, so that others can begin to understand how we are all
affected by this crisis.
I am grateful for all of the support that I have received over the
years, and I look forward to watching the growth of the affiliate
from a different perspective, but I will continue to contribute to
the effort in a smaller role. Imagine my surprise and delight to
receive the award for best nonprofit of the year from our Chamber of Commerce members! What a great affirmation of the
work that we have done to address the needs of our citizens in
Goodhue County. Forty homes completed and many more to
come. We thank you for your support in this effort and I look
forward to seeing many of you at the build site. Thanks again for
all you have done to support me as Executive Director, and to
support the efforts of Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity.
Please extend every welcome to our new director, Stacy Larson.
John Parkes

As the Staff Bids Farwell
John and I have had a few years learning the ins and outs of Habitat and Keystone Escrow Analysis, but between you
and I John, you have made me see what this organization does for ALL of us in Goodhue County. As John bids farewell
from the Executive Director position, I take this opportunity to congratulate him on becoming our new Construction
Advisor; which means that I will be seeing him in and out. That is enough blubbering, however, I only have one very important message to convey, “Put the seat down”. My deepest thanks John…. Deb - Administrative Assistant
I met John a year ago after he posted the bookkeeping position on Facebook. I think we get along great and work well
together. He is a pretty good juggler with numerous plates all spinning in the air at the same time. I do my best to help
him balance the ones that I can, add a little humor when things get a little tense and we all work together to make sure
none of the plates go crashing to the ground. John has made working at GCHFH enjoyable and I like coming to work.
When he told me of his plan to retire my response was "you didn't ask my permission!" I will miss his leadership but I
am thankful that he will still be around the office from time to time as his new position will allow him to do what he
loves the most, BUILD. Michelle - Book keeper
I would like to thank you for your encouragement and support. You are an exceptional boss who always has his employees' best interests in mind, and your leadership qualities and support have earned you much deserved respect.
Thank you for being the friendly and open-minded boss that you are. Your support has brightened my professional career, and your generosity will remain in my heart forever. I appreciate you so much for helping me become a better
professional. Working under your leadership was a great chance for me to grow professionally and personally. Thank
you for your support!
Goodhue County Habitat has been blessed by your leadership and passion. You should be very proud of your accomplishments here and will be missed. Thanks again for everything. Jodi - Volunteer Coordinator

Memories Shared
When I think of John, I remember his remarks. Be it at a house dedication, a summer picnic for volunteers, or some
other gathering, John would take his prepared script out and begin to share his thoughts. Each and every time the
words shared became door into John's heart. His words always showed his passion and compassion, his sincerity
and love. His words were never a standard script but rather reflected his personal involvement and investment in
the situation at hand. Thanks Johns for sharing your heart. ~ Roger
I will always treasure memories of the passion John exhibited as he spoke about families and friends impacted by
Habitat. It was without doubt his motivation to put in the long hours and to deal with the stresses of a growing nonprofit. Those memories help motivate me to do what little I can to perpetuate John’s dream. ~ Bob
I was working the grill at a summer picnic for a youth group a couple years ago. I looked up from the grill to see a
very giddy John heading toward a group of teens with a frisbee. He joined their game and fit right in. He was always
re-energized by our youth volunteers. I hope John can find more passionate youth in his retirement to help him stay
young. ~ Nic
I first met John through his efforts to promote the “A brush with kindness program” in Lake City. He made it sound
like anyone could volunteer to help with home repairs, and took away any fear over swinging a hammer; he was a
coach and instructor and a contractor. It was pretty obvious from my first few times meeting him that he favored
the approach of just jumping in, even if you had some uncertainty. This attitude has brought much hope and good
to the Goodhue County Habitat Affiliate, as Habitat continues to try to provide as many homes as possible to those
who need a little help in achieving the dream of a safe, affordable, dignified place to live. John’s work ethic and passion for Habitat has been an inspiration and I’m sad to see him go but I think his core values will remain a force in
the organization. ~ Megan
John has passion for ending homelessness and making sure every family has an affordable home. As Co-Facilitator
of Hands for Hope, John helped lead the group
Each time the community rallied against another housing project in Red Wing, John responded and his passion for
Affordable Housing and helping those less fortunate was felt in Letters to the Editor and conversations we had. John
ended his Letter to the Editor: Rejecting affordable housing limits growth, with this very impactful sentence: “There
was this couple once, that couldn’t find a place to stay, and their baby had to be born in a barn … remember him? I
hope that the citizens of Red Wing can open up their hearts and make room.” ~ Doreen
My overriding memory of John is this bundle of energy and passion, which flowed from a deep commitment to the
mission and work of Habitat for Humanity. His energy and passion meant lots got done, and was a tremendous asset
for Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity. It also meant, that now and then, he would get decidedly cranky when
all the work he had personally put on his own agenda, wore him out.
I remember John as loving to work with young people. I was very touched the evening we gathered at St. Ansgar’s
Church to celebrate the AmeriCorps group. John introduced each one, with a very personal story ab out that individual. He worked hard with this group. He had carefully noted their strengths and foibles, and wove his observations
into a loving and touching narrative about AmeriCorps in Cannon Falls. The AmeriCorps young adults learned a lot,
and contributed much, but they also wore out John and Bob and Deb.
Finally, I remember John checking in on the Go2Team one Monday as we were working on the Seymour Street property. We were framing in the back door, and John was delighted to be the master carpenter again, as he pitched in
to help finish this task.

THANKS JOHN! You have made a real, positive difference in Goodhue County and for the many people that
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity has touched. I’m glad you’re going to be hanging around for a while
longer.
~Dick Eick
John has such compassion for people and is extremely passionate about housing for all. In my short time of
knowing him (only about a year) he has opened my eyes to see many things in a new perspective. He has
been a fantastic resource and even mentor for me. I appreciate his inclusiveness, candor, kindness, and
plethora of knowledge. It’s been an honor working with him in different committees, trainings, and community
events. Thank you, John, for being the wonderful person you are! ~ Anna McCann

