
1 
www.centreforconsciouscare.ca 

 

 Part 6 – Resource 1 – Desert Survival 

 

 

 

 

It is approximately 10:00 am in mid-July and you have just crash landed in the 

Atacama Desert in South America. 

 
Your light twin-engined plane containing the bodies of the pilot and co-pilot has 

completely burned out with only the frame remaining. None of you have been 

injured. 

 
The pilot was unable to notify anyone of your position before the crash. However, 

       he had indicated before impact that you were 50 miles from 

a mining camp, which is the nearest known settlement, and 

approximately 65 miles off the course that was filed in your 

Flight Plan. The immediate area is quite flat, except for 

occasional cacti, and appears to be rather barren. 

 
The last weather report indicated that the temperature 

would reach 110 F today, which means that the temperature 

at ground level will be 130 F. 

 
You are dressed in lightweight clothing-short-sleeved shirts, pants, socks, and street 

shoes. Everyone has a handkerchief and collectively, you have 3 packs of cigarettes 

and a ballpoint pen. 

 
Before your plane caught fire, your group was 

able to salvage the 15 items listed on the 

“Salvaged Items” page. 

 
Your task is to rank these items according 

to their importance to your survival, 

starting with a “1” for the most important, 

to a “15” for the least important. 
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Desert Survival – Score Sheet 
 
 

Item My 
Ranking 

Team 
Ranking 

Answer 
My 

Error 
Team 
Error 

Torch with 4 battery-cells      

Folding knife      

Air map of the area      

Plastic raincoat (large size)      

Magnetic compass      

First-aid kit      

45 calibre pistol (loaded)      

Parachute (red & white)      

Bottle of 1000 salt tablets      

2 litres of water per person      

A book entitled ‘Desert Animals 
That Can Be Eaten’ 

     

Sunglasses (for everyone)      

2 litres of 180 proof liquor      

Overcoat (for everyone)      

A cosmetic mirror      

Score      
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