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A Moment with Mother Erin 

Maybe it is because, as I am writing this, we are still dealing with cold and icy 

weather here in Beach Haven. But, as I have been reading about the history of 

Holy Innocents’, I have been struck by how courageously the community has 

weathered challenges from its very beginnings. You may know the story of 

how the first Episcopal priest to lead the Beach Haven Community in worship, 

the Rev. Dr. James Hart Lamb, was awakened by a fire that burned down the 

hotel where he was staying when he arrived to serve on the Island. (I am  

grateful that all I had to deal with since I arrived was my moving truck being 

delayed, and having to shovel snow to get my car out of the rectory driveway!) 
 

And you may remember how the Holy Innocents’ community worked to secure its 

future not very long ago by repairing the roof, and installing its beautiful new  

steeple, in 2010. And that steeple successfully weathered Superstorm Sandy less 

than two years later. 
 

These stories remind me of the chorus of my very favorite hymn: “No storm can 

shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging / Since Love is Lord of 

Heaven and Earth, how can I keep from singing?” In our liturgical year this 

month, we are turning toward the season of Lent, when we remember the brutal 

suffering and death of Jesus.  
 

Sometimes, it’s difficult to find the strength to face the challenges that confront us 

and the world in life - and even harder to find the hope to keep singing in the midst 

of them. How lucky, then, we are to have a God who knows what it’s like to face 

the challenges of this life. How lucky we are to have a God who has not just faced 

the hardest parts of what it means to be human, but has already destroyed suffering 

and death forever, and invites us to share in that beauty with Him for all time.  
 

I am very fortunate to have attended the same seminary as one of my heroes, The 

Rev. Fred McFeely (“Mister”) Rogers. Mister Rogers is often quoted saying  

something he learned from his mother about dealing with challenging times: 

“Look for the helpers. There are always people who are helping.” How lucky we 

are to have a God who, in the words of another hymn, was our help in ages past, 

and is our hope for the future, our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal 

home. How lucky we are to have a God who helps us, so that we may be the  

helpers for one another. 
 

This Lenten season, I invite you to open your heart to hope, no matter where you 

might find yourself. I invite you to be a helper in this world, by doing things like 

participating in Holy Innocents’ monthly sandwich making ministry, or by praying  
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A Moment With Mtr. Erin Continued 

Words from the Wardens 

There is nothing like a quiet bright sunny winter morning on LBI with a cup of coffee 

and a moment of contemplation. Dave and I can sum up our thoughts easily; we are so 

excited for this next chapter at HI to unfold with Mother Erin as our new Rector! Let’s 

all remember to wear our name tags and make the first few weeks a bit easier  for 

Mother Erin to meet us and remember our names. On Sunday, Feb. 1st after Mother 

Erin’s first Sunday with us, we will have a Welcome Coffee Hour with time to meet 

and greet. Hope to see you there! 
 

You may have noticed that there has been continued maintenance and updates happening at church. The  

Rector’s powder room has been updated after 50 years and a new desk has (finally) arrived in the Rector’s 

office! Light fixtures that haven’t been working are slowly getting replaced or fixed if they can be.  
 

The bigger news is that our heating system is fragile. We were aware that it was coming to the end of its life 

but with last year’s repairs, we were told it was good for a few more years. Our plan was to install the new 

air conditioning in the sanctuary in 2025 (done!) and then look to replace the heat in 2-3 years. We will need 

to replace it for next winter as one boiler is out of service. In order to keep us warm, we have been advised to 

keep the heat on a medium temperature and don’t strain the system by turning it up more than 5 degrees at a 

time. What this means to parishioners is, please, please don’t touch that dial! Please check with  

Vince Contreras first, then Dave White or Larry Peacock if you need more heat for an event. They can turn 

it up at a pace that won’t stress the heaters. We are beginning to look at options for a new heating system. 

Pray for it to get us through the winter! 
 

Blessings and peace, Dave & Pat 

Friends, 

You really know how to make a guy feel appreciated! 

Thank you for the special recognition at 

the Annual Meeting. All the cards, gifts, and notes meant 

a great deal and were so thoughtful. Fr. Frank’s  

remarks were a wonderful surprise and extremely  

touching!  Serving our church over the years has been a 

real pleasure, and I’m grateful to everyone who  

volunteered their time and talents. It takes a village, and 

I’m so happy to count you as part of mine. I couldn’t 

have done it without your love and support.   
 

God’s blessings & love, Rich    

for the names on the parish prayer list. I encourage you to try a new practice of hope. Because even though we 

know the pain of the Cross is real, we also know that it is not the end of the story. We are an Easter  

people, and our song is always one of hope. Since Love is Lord of Heaven and Earth, how can we keep  

from singing?   

Yours in Christ, Mother Erin 
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We'd like to continue to grow this Ministry and need Volunteers to help. We know that a few can't help all the 

time, but you could help every once in a while if we have many! 
 

DRIVERS   Take a Parishioner to a doctor’s appointment or shopping: Manahawkin, Cherry Hill, University 

of Penn, Medford, etc. 
 

HOME HELP  Check on  a Parishioner to make sure that they have enough food, take trash out or simply be 

good company with a visit! 
 

PHONE CALLS  Call a Parishioner to make sure they are ok, especially if we haven’t seen them recently 

in Church. 
 

Call Judy Contreras to add your name to the list: 856-906-6725-Email: judyc3956@gmail.com 

Do You Believe in the Power of Prayer?  

Would You Like to Join the List of People Who Pray?   

Thank you to everyone who has helped with prayers when requested.  We have seen 

some amazing results! Recently, I have included some of you who are not officially 

members of our Prayer Ministry in my request for prayers. Most of you have replied 

with positive responses!  If you don’t want to be included in the future, please let me know.  If you are not I 

included and would like to be, please reach out to me. You do not need to come to our monthly gathering to 

offer prayers when needed. We can all use prayers at one time or another.  If you'd like prayers for yourself or 

someone else, let me know and I will send out the information to the Prayer Ministry and other interested 

pray-ers. Everyone is invited to join us in person! We meet the 3rd Wednesday of each month in our 

Chapel. Judy Contreras 856-906-6723-Email:judyc3956@gmail.com 

Minister of Music 

Helping Parishioners in Need 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME to sing in our choir. Please contact me if you are interested in joining.  
 

Choir returns for Sunday worship on February 8 

First rehearsal for 2026 is Wednesday, February 11, 11AM –12:30PM  
 

February is Black History Month 

In honor of Black History month, we will feature hymns & other music by black composers each Sunday. 

Watch for information and some recordings in the E-pistle. 
 

Save the Dates – our 2026 Spring Concert Series schedule is set! 
 

Sat. March 14th at 3pm Nocturnes Big Band 

Sat. April 18th at 4pm Brandi McLeod, vocalist Spenser R. Gallo, accompanist 

Sat. May 2nd at 4pm Chloe Dondero & Friends 

Sun. June 7th at 4pm Capital Singers of Trenton 
 

ALL are welcome to attend these free concerts. 
  

Donations are encouraged and each concert is followed by a reception. Stay to eat, drink, and meet the  

performers! 
 

Ellen Dondero 

Minister of Music 

ejdondero@comcast.net 

mailto:ejdondero@comcast.net%0d%0d
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Environmental Education & Advocacy Committee 
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Holy Innocents’ Annual Meeting 1-11-26 

February 8th is the SOUPER BOWL!   

We hope to see lots of choices of soups, breads, and cookies to 

serve during coffee hour that day. As is our custom, we will 

have two soup kettles representing the two football teams that 

are playing in the NFL game later that day. This year it will be 

the New England Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks. Put your 

donation in the kettle of your choice. In the past the most $’s 

collected in a team’s kettle will be the winning team that  

evening!  All donations collected during SOUPER BOWL  

coffee hour will be sent to OPERATION SMILE (NJ Chapter). 

Anyone interested in making soup text Maggie Aftanis at 

609-709-6133. 

 

Congratulations to the newly-elected Members of the Vestry, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Delegates to 
Diocesan Convention, and Delegates to the Atlantic Convocation at our annual meeting on January 11th. 

Wardens:                                                       Vestry: 

Dave White - 2026 Senior Warden                Class of 2027  

Patricia Peacock - 2026 Junior Warden         Robert Meyer (completing term of Matt Starr) 
 

                        Class of 2028 

NJ Diocesan Convention Delegate  Judy Contreras 

Ellen Kehr     Bill Kehr 

Jean Nelson     Joan Melega 

Mary Jane Mannherz  
 

 

Atlantic Convocation Representatives         

Jean Nelson                 

Melissa Wall              

 Annual Souper Bowl During Coffee Hour!! 
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Parishioner Spotlight is a regular feature in The Post. The purpose is to  

provide insights into the background and personalities of  

our fabulous parishioners!  

                      February Parishioner Spotlight ~ Joyce Hillyer 

I am a Jersey girl through and through. My birthplace was Middlesex Hospital which is now named Robert 

Wood Johnson Hospital in New Brunswick, New Jersey. I’m an only child 

who was raised in the small town of South River, New Jersey, which is  

located in central New Jersey. My father was born in New York City and 

always had hopes of me someday becoming one of the Radio City Music 

Hall’s Rockettes. As a result, I started tap and toe dancing lessons at the 

young age of 4 and continued throughout high school. Several times a year 

we would go into the city to see the Rockettes perform. Much to my dad’s 

disappointment, I never did reach the minimum height requirement to  

become a Rockette. However I did get to perform in high school musicals 

and at the Atlantic City Convention Center several times. I am sharing a  

collage of me preparing for several dances, both tap and toe.  
 

Freshman year in high school brought together five different elementary schools. It was a time to start new 

friendships. I met Bruce Hillyer in my freshman homeroom. We had many classes together throughout high 

school, and by junior year we were sweethearts. I attended Trenton State College which is now called the 

College of New Jersey and earned an Elementary Education Degree with a  

specialty in grades Kindergarten through grade 3. After graduation I taught 

first grade in the school in which I had done my student teaching. 
 

In 1970, Bruce and I got married and moved to West Deptford in southwestern 

New Jersey since it was close to the Mobil Research Center where Bruce was 

working. The following year our son John was born. He is now married and 

lives in Glen Rock, New Jersey. He and Carrie have a son, Craig who attends 

Perdue University. Their older son, Tim, died last year. Our second son,  

Michael, was born 4 years later. He now lives in Ardmore, Pennsylvania. 

In 1979 Mobil asked Bruce if he would accept a research position at their 

laboratory outside Hamburg, Germany. This Jersey girl was leaving her home 

state for an exciting year. Fortunately, both of us had German in high school 

and soon learned that our teacher was excellent.  
 

The company found us an apartment to rent in Germany and we a bought a car. Since John was 8 years old, 

he attended the International School in a town some distance away. For a few weeks Michael and I would 

take a public bus with John to school and do the same at the end of the school day. We soon learned that 

most of the children at the International School took a train and then only had a short walk to school. We 

tried the train and John was happy to see some of his classmates. In two weeks, this eight-year-old was  

riding the train by himself. Now I had more free time so I joined the school’s parent organization and later  
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Parishioner Spotlight Continued 

was elected secretary. The president of the Board was also an American 

and the two of us suggested that we start a hot lunch program twice a 

week. What did we serve? Hot dogs, of course! It was a huge success and 

I met wonderful women from around the world who agreed to help out in 

the kitchen. We even put four-year-old Michael in charge of selling  

pickles, which the Asian students especially enjoyed. When the school 

administration learned that I was a certified teacher, I was occasionally 

called to be a substitute teacher. See several pictures of our family, the 

first from 1981 of me with our sons in our back yard in West Deptford 

after an Easter service. The entire family enjoyed Hansaland in 1980 

which still is Germany’s only coastal theme park. In 1989 picture our family went to Hawaii at Christmas. 
 

For years, Bruce and I had been searching for a church to attend as a family. We have different backgrounds. 

Bruce went to a Presbyterian church and I was a Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic. In Hamburg, Germany, 

there was only one English speaking church - an Anglican Church. We attended and loved it. As a result, 

when we returned to the states, we joined an Episcopal church. I even became a Sunday school teacher. The 

year in Germany went by quickly. We made many trips to different countries and created many lasting  

friendships. When we returned to our home in New Jersey, Bruce suggested that I continue my teaching  

career. Since Michael was starting kindergarten, I didn’t want a full-time position, so I became an aide in a 

fifth grade class in a school that was within walking distance of our home. The following year I applied for a 

regular teaching position and was assigned an afternoon kindergarten class. Three years later, a full time 

second grade position became available. Again, I was fortunate to get that and thoroughly enjoyed teaching 

second grade for 28 years. I retired early in 2008. With Bruce also being retired, we were hopeful that we 

could make our dream of living at the shore come true. In 2010 our home in Harvey Cedars was completed. 

One of my requirements was that the house lot had space for a flower garden to keep me busy since I did not 

know anyone on the island. I had no idea that the island had a garden club. I joined the Garden Club of LBI 

and learned some floral arranging skills from the lessons they provided. 

Bruce and I went to the Episcopal Church in Barnegat Light for a few times but 

something was missing. Finally we  

decided to try Holy Innocents’. This 

was what we were looking for.  

Eventually we spoke with Father Frank 

and became members. Now this  

Jersey girl is recognized in church as 

one of the Flower Guild ladies. It is my 

pleasure to make floral arrangements to 

the glory of God and for our wonderful 

church community. The photo collage 

shows several of the flower arrangements that I have made—or helped to make—for services at Holy  

Innocents’. One of my favorite activities is watching the changing colors, patterns, and clouds in the sky - 

whether it is morning or evening. The 23rd Psalm is my favorite bible passage and blue is my favorite color. 

The final picture is very special. It was taken in Norway when we celebrated our 55th  wedding anniversary. 

We took our entire small family on a wonderful cruise. Tim , who was attending Georgia Tech, died a few 

months later. So this is the last photo we have of him. 
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Lara Sparks Deitz   Mary Ann Crewdson   Dennis   

Christian Balint   Warren Lamon   Ann White   

Pierro Family    Lovas Family    Debbie & Joe Reising  

Connie     Joe     Peg Appleget  

Dcn. Judy    Lynne Weidmann   Meg Neff  

Rob Meyer    Tino     Melanie Harman  

Pat     Kathy Rice    Jessie  

Rich Cashel    Charles Sullivan   Doug Hunter  

JoAnn King    Ellis Barbieri    Judy Hamilton 

Cindy Wood    Diane     Ray M.  

Gia     Jeannine    Phil   

Frank     Fran Iozzi    Johnny Johnson, Jr.  

Bill Bentley    Dr. John    Scott 

Nellie Riley    Mike Phillips    Adam Baulderstone 

Chris Mercer     Katie Gillis    Frank, III 

Will Locovare    Ollie     Ben Giannico  

Bill O’Connell    Glenn Servetah    Mary K.   

Barbara Wheeler   Devin Hone    Barbara  

Rick Rosenbaum   Flood Family    Kay DiCicco 

Joe Verrone     Rose Federici    Anna & Matteo Mannino 

Scotty Camarote    Don Deitz    Priscilla Ruoff Harvey 

Gail South    Erma Green    Keith Aclin 

Matthew Albanese   Larry Pritchard 
 

Those serving in the military and other dangerous professions: 

Paul Bailey, Justin A. Dumhart, Joseph Alexander, Danny Melega, Andrew Wall, Brandan White  

Parish Prayer List February 
If you need to add or delete a name, please contact Lisa Halpin, our Parish Administrator 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up for January, February & March!  

Every week is filled!!  
 

The 2026 Coffee Hour Schedule is posted on the bulletin board outside Martin Hall. The 

second Sunday of each month is reserved for Vestry. 
 

All other Sundays are available for signup. Please consider participating this coming year. 

Thank you, Ellen Kehr 

The Environmental Committee invites you to learn more about the Pinelands, the aquifer our water comes 

from & more about this incredible sandy forest  of great importance to us. Two courses are coming up that you 

might enjoy. See Rob or Mary Jane for more information.  

Pinelands Short Course, at Stockton University: Saturday, March 7, 2026; 9am - 3:45pm - Attend four 

short programs, tour historic places or unique environmental sites to better understand the Pinelands during 

this fun day at Stockton.  
 

Rutgers Environmental Stewardship: Become an Environmental Steward by completing this weekly online 

lecture program given by some of the top professors in environmental science.  Learn the science behind 

climate change, rising sea levels, wildlife migration and how we can best address these issues.  
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1 The Fourth  

      Sunday after  
    The Epiphany 
 
       

9:30am Rite II 
 

WELCOME 

THE REV. 

ERIN  

MOREY!! 

2 
 
 

3 
 

 

4 
 
9:30-10:30am  
Tai Chi Class  
in MH 

5 
 
1:30pm Book/Bible 
Study 
 
7:30pm AA Mtg. 
Clam-Diggers 
 
 

9:00pm Compline 
(FB)  

 
 

 
 

 

6 
 
Parish Office 
     Closed 
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8   The Fifth 

         Sunday after   
        the Epiphany 
 
       
8:30am Choir 
 
9:30am Rite II 
 

SOUPER 
BOWL During 
Coffee Hour! 

9 
 

9:00am MP 
(FB) 
 
 

9:15-10:15am 
Chair Yoga 
 

 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 

9:30-11:00am 
Sandwich   
Ministry 
 

11:00-12:00pm  
Tai Chi Class 
in MH 
 

11:00am-
12:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
 

1:30pm Book/Bible 
Study 
 
7:00pm  Vestry 
Mtg. 
 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 
Clam-Diggers 
 
 

9:00pm Compline 
(FB)  

13 
 

Parish Office 
     Closed 
 

 
 

14 
 

 

15 The Last 

  Sunday after the  
        Epiphany  
    
 

8:30am Choir 
 
 
9:30am Rite II 
 

 

16  
President’s Day 

 
Parish Office 
     Closed 
 
9:00am MP 
(FB) 
 

 

9:15-10:15am 
Chair Yoga 
 

 

17 
 
 
 

 
5:00pm-8:00pm 
Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 

18  ASH 
WEDNESDAY 
 

 
 
 

9:30-10:30am  
Tai Chi Class 
in MH 
 

12:00pm  
Holy Eucharist 
w/Choir 
 

 

19 
 

1:30pm Book/Bible 
Study 
 
 

7:30pm AA Mtg. 
Clam-Diggers 
 

9:00pm Compline 
(FB)  

 
 

 
 

20 
 

Parish Office 
     Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
5:00pm  
Stations of the 
Cross 

21 
 
 
 

 

22 The First  

     Sunday in Lent 
 
8:30am Choir 
 
 
9:30am Rite I 
 
 

 

23 
 

9:00am MP 
(FB) 
 

9:15-10:15am 
Chair Yoga 
 
 

N 
 
 

 
 

24 
 

25 
 

9:30-10:30am  
Tai Chi Class 
in MH 
 

11:00am-2:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal 
w/lunch 

26 
 

1:30pm Book/Bible 
Study 
 
 

7:30pm  AA Mtg. 
Clam-Diggers 
 

9:00pm Compline 
(FB)  
 
 

27 
 

Parish Office 
     Closed 

 

5:00pm  
Stations of the 
Cross 

28 

 
11:00am 
Interment-
Marie  
Berger 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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Larry Peacock 

 

for all your  

Real Estate needs 

 

        The  

Engleside Inn 
 

Hotel · Restaurant · Bar  

Sushi Bar · Sand Bar 

  

Open Year Round 

 

Engleside Avenue on the 

Ocean Beach Haven 

 

PROUDLY SERVING SOUTH JERSEY 

 

   Medford                   Tabernacle         Beach Haven 

  Stokes Rd.              Medford Lakes Rd.      South Bay Ave. 

609.654.8422                609.268.8301            

609.492.5100 

THANK YOU ALL!!! 

 

Please be sure to patronize 

& thank the businesses  

that so very generously 

 purchased ads for  

this Parish Post year! 

 

The Hughes Family 

 ~ The Hillman Family 

 ~ Larry & Pat Peacock  

Murphy’s Family of  Stores 

 ~ The Surflight Theatre 

These ads greatly help defray 

our publishing costs and 

support our ministries and 

church operations! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Mother Erin’s contact information 

Phone:  412-915-8314 

Email: erin.katharine@gmail.com 

Please reach out for pastoral needs or  

other questions.  
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 February Birthdays 

  WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

  Maria Mack   02  Matt Starr   21 

 Kimberly Sparks  02  Gabriella Vaughan  21 

 Philip Boulden  05  Connie Anderson  26 

 Jean Nelson   06  John Dondero   26 

 Ellen Dondero   08  Sherry Johnson  26

 Joan Melega   10  Leila Sullivan   27 

 Anita Miller   11  Jo-Ann Entrikin  28 

 Noah Dondero   12   Barry Baxter   29 

 David Hunter   13    

 Joe Johnson   17 

The following parishioners have graciously volunteered to assist with our worship and/or have donated 

either candles or flowers for the altar for the month of February. 

FEBRUARY ALTAR DONATIONS 

       1st  - Jeanne & Rich Cashel 

       8th   - 

     15th   -  

     22nd  -     

FEBRUARY FLOWER GUILD 

       1st  - Carol Hammond 

       8th   - Kim Sparks 

     15th   - Joyce Hillyer 

     22nd  -  No Flowers During Lent         

 FEBRUARY ALTAR GUILD 
 

       1st  - Jeanne Cashel, Jackie Sparks 

       8th   - Chris Burlaga, Carol Hammond 

     15th   - Jackie Sparks. Diane Entrikin 

     18th   - Ash Wednesday (TBD) 

     22nd  - Jackie Sparks, Jeanne Cashel 

FEBRUARY USHERS & GREETERS 
 

       1st  - Bob Weidmann, Mike Fahner 

       8th   - Dave White, Sue Hughes 

     15th   - Mike DeCicco, Leila Sullivan 

     18th   - Ash Wednesday (TBD) 

     22nd  - Bob Weidmann, Gail Jacobsen 

 February Anniversaries 

Robert and Ellen Meyer               26 

FEBRUARY COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
 

            1st  - Leila Sullivan 

            8th   - Souper Bowl Sunday 

          15th   - Maggie Aftanis 

          22nd  - Gail & Tom Jacobsen 
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Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church 

Pearl and Marine Streets 

Beach Haven, New Jersey 08008 

Sunday Morning ~ 9:30 a.m. 
 Rite II Worship Service with music 

609-492-7571 


