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Welcome! In The Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. 

BCP means The Book of Common Prayer (Red Book). You’ll find the BCP and Hymnals in the 

pew rack in front of you.  

 

The Parish Notices 
 

Prelude         Voluntary 
Please use this time for quiet prayer and contemplation 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Entrance Hymn #209 (please stand) We Walk by Faith, and Not by Sight  ST. BOTOLPH 
  
Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People        And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  All: Amen. 
 

Gloria S-280 (all sing)       Gloria in excelsis          Robert Powell 
 

The Collect of the Day                             BCP, p. 232 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are 

right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live 

according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                                                                    Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
 

Hear the word of the LORD, 

you rulers of Sodom! 
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Listen to the teaching of our God, 

you people of Gomorrah! 

What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

says the LORD; 

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

and the fat of fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

or of lambs, or of goats. 

When you come to appear before me, 

who asked this from your hand? 

Trample my courts no more; 

bringing offerings is futile; 

incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation-- 

I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 

Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 

I am weary of bearing them. 

When you stretch out your hands, 

I will hide my eyes from you; 

even though you make many prayers, 

I will not listen; 

your hands are full of blood. 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

remove the evil of your doings 

from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil, 

learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

rescue the oppressed, 

defend the orphan, 

plead for the widow. 
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Come now, let us argue it out, 

says the LORD: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be like snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

they shall become like wool. 

If you are willing and obedient, 

you shall eat the good of the land; 

but if you refuse and rebel, 

you shall be devoured by the sword; 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 

             Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

        All        Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24            (Read in unison)                   BCP p. 654 & 656 
 

1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 

God reveals himself in glory. 

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

before him there is a consuming flame, 

and round about him a raging storm. 

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 

to witness the judgment of his people. 

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 

those who have made a covenant with me 

and sealed it with sacrifice." 

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 

for God himself is judge. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 

"O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 

for I am God, your God. 
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8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 

your offerings are always before me. 

23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 

lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 

but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God." 
 

The Epistle            Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible. 
 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By 

faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 

promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 

too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who 

had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 

grains of sand by the seashore." 
 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 

they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 

foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 

are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 

behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better 

country, that is, a heavenly one.  

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them. 
                                                            

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

        All        Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn #68  (Please Stand)   Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers     LLANGLOFFAN 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                             Luke 12:32-40 
 

               Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

        People        Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give 

alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure 

in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting 

for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open 

the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves 

whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten 

his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If 

he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 

blessed are those slaves. 
 

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 

                  Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord.  

            People     Praise to you, Lord Christ.  (All are seated) 
 

The Sermon   (Please be seated)                        The Rev. Peter De Franco 
 

The Apostles’ Creed      (Please Stand)                                   BCP, p. 120 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
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ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People: Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania  
 

Celebrant  We pray for the flourishing of God’s gifts to the Church.  
 

Leader  God our Father, you give us gifts that we may work together in the 

service of your Son: bless the leaders of your Church, especially Sean, our 

Presiding Bishop, Sally, our Bishop, Peter, our Supply Priest, that they may be 

firm in faith and humble before you.    

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless those who teach, that they may increase our understanding and be 

open to your word for them. 

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless those who minister healing, that they may bring wholeness to 

others, yet know your healing in themselves.   

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless those through whom you speak, that they may proclaim your word 

in power, yet open their ears to your gentle whisper.   

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless those who work in your world today, especially Colleen our Mayor, 

Philip our Governor, and Donald our President. that in the complexity of their daily 

lives they may live for you, fulfil your purposes, and seek your kingdom first.   

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless those who are uncertain of their gifts and those who are powerless 

in this world’s eyes, that they may be made strong in your gift of the Holy Spirit.  

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
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Leader  Bless those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially those on our 

Parish Prayer List, and those we remember aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 

(Leader Pauses)  May they may have comfort and strength for renewal. 

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless all our partners in mission, especially The Members and Ministry of 

the Hispanic Commission in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, and in the Anglican 

Communion, The Anglican Church of Rwanda, that they may have your love 

and grace as their inspiration.   

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Bless all who have died, especially that with them, we may praise you on 

earth and in heaven.   

People  Jesus, Lord of your Church, in your mercy hear us.  
 

Leader  Let us pray for the Vestry and Search Committee as they search for a new rector. 

People  Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of the members of our Vestry and Search 

Committee who shall choose a new rector for Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 

Church, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people 

and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Lord of all, hear our prayer and make us one in heart and mind to serve 

you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Confession                        BCP p. 360 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Absolution                         BCP p. 360 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace (All stand)  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Hymn LEVAS #89  (Please be seated)  My Jesus, I Love Thee   Andoniram J. Gordan 
  

Presentation of the Gifts (All stand) 

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 1 (Enriching Our Worship) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, 

source of life and fountain of mercy through your dearly beloved Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 

generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 
 

Sanctus S-129 (all sing)  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                                   Robert Powell 
 

The Celebrant continues (Please Stand or Kneel) 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 

formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You 

gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show 

forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and 
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in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all 

people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 

prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 

Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your 

glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, 

opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 

the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 

creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the 

Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts 

may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may 

praise your Name for ever. 
 



11 

 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  

Celebrant and People  AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                     BCP, p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    

The Celebrant breaks the Consecrated Bread.  The congregation observes a time of silence. 
 

Fraction Anthem: S-154 (all sing)    Christ  Our Passover                              David Hurd  
 

Postcommunion Prayer  (Please stand)                                              BCP, p. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing The New Zealand Prayer Book 

Christ who has nourished us with himself, the living bread, make you one in praise 

and love, and raise you up at the last day and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn #533 (Please Stand) How Wondrous and Great Thy Works, God of Praise! LYONS 
  

Dismissal                                   BCP, p. 366 
 

Postlude        Voluntary 
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Following the service today, everyone is welcome to join us in  

Martin Hall for Fellowship Together! 
 

Serving Today  

Crucifer ~ John Wall    Lector ~ Tom Jacobsen 

Ushers ~ Sue Hughes, Melissa Wall       Chalice Bearer ~ Vince Contreras 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLERGY & STAFF  

Rev. Peter De Franco, Supply Priest  revdefranco@gmail.com 

Mrs. Ellen J. Dondero, Minister of Music & Organist  ejdondero@comcast.net 

Mrs. Lisa Halpin, Parish Administrator hichurch08008@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday • 9 AM - 2 PM  
 

WARDENS & VESTRY 
Pat Peacock, Sr. Warden  pat.coteypeacock@gmail.com  

Dave White, Jr. Warden  pacsman1965@comcast.net 
 

   Vestry Class of 2025       Vestry Class of 2026         Vestry Class of 2027 

   Judy Contreras                    Larry Peacock           Vince Contreras  

   Bruce Hillyer         Barbara Wheeler          Melissa Wall 

   Bill Kehr                         Leila Sullivan           Debbie Hunter  
 

The Episcopal Church of The Holy Innocents 
Pearl & Marine Streets, Beach Haven, NJ 08008 
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