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Welcome! In The Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. 

BCP means The Book of Common Prayer (Red Book). You’ll find the BCP and Hymnals in the 

pew rack in front of you. Please join us for Coffee Hour following the service! 

* Indicates to stand as you are able 
 

Prelude                 Of the Father’s Love Begotten                 arr. Anonymous 
    

The Parish Notices 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  
*Entrance Hymn LEVAS #93  Angels from the Realms of Glory  REGENT SQUARE  
 

Opening Acclamation                     BCP, p. 355 

       Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father Son and Holy Spirit 

          People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

Gloria in excelsis S-280  (All sing)                              Robert Powell  
 

The Collect of the Day:                                 BCP, p. 239 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son 

was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure 

and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                            Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 

me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says 

the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 
 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
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gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then 

the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 

old and as in former years. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

        All        Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 84  (Read responsively by whole verse)      BCP,  p. 707 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
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10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 

happy are they who put their trust in you! 
 

The Epistle                          Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 

of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 

by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 

descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 

sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 

the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 

Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 

are being tested. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

        All        Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn #656            Blest are the Pure in Heart                   FRANCONIA 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                           Luke 2:22-40 

               Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

        People        Glory to you, Lord Christ  
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the 

parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 

to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword 

will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 

came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

                  Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord.  

                  People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  (All are seated) 
 

The Sermon                                           The Rev. Peter De Franco 
 



6 

 

 
 

 

*The Nicene Creed                                      BCP, p. 358 
 

*The Prayers of the People: Form III                                BCP, p. 387  

(The people may stand or kneel) 
 

Celebrant  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
 

Leader   Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People  That we all may be one. 
 

Leader  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church in  

  Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. We pray for Sean, our Presiding  

  Bishop; for Sally our Bishop; for Peter our supply priest. We pray for all  

  bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader  For Colleen our Mayor, Philip our Governor, Donald our President. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority 

               in the nations of the world; 

People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation,   

  especially remembering all victims of climate change, and for the poor. 

  We also remember all those  mentioned in our Parish Prayer List, the  

  sick, the shut-in, and the grieving; those serving in the military and other 

  dangerous professions, and for our enemies, that all hearts may be  

  turned to peace. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief 

  or trouble; 

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Leader Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
(The People may add their own petitions.) 

 

Confession                      BCP p. 360 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution                       BCP p. 360 
 

*The Peace (All stand)  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Hymn LEVAS #62  In Christ there is No East or West   MCKEE, Spiritual 
 

*Presentation of the Gifts (All stand) 

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D                                     BCP, p. 372 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant  It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you 

alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and 

for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill 

them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your 

radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; 

and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 

with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and 

glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 

Sanctus: S-129 (all sing)  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord                    Robert Powell  
 

 (The People may stand or kneel) 
 

Celebrant  We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal 

your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world 

into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 

your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon 

us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking 

you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 

through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he 

lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 

salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he 

gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made 

the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for 

us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his 

work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 

having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 
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with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death 

and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to 

your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts 

you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

All: We praise you, we bless you, 

       we give thanks to you, 

       and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

Celebrant  Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy 

Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing 

them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 

living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 

blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 

patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor 

with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in 
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Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. All: AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                     BCP, p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

(All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion.) 
 

Fraction Anthem: S-154 (all sing)      Christ Our Passover                               David Hurd  
 

*Postcommunion Prayer  (Please stand)                                       BCP, p. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

*Hymn #390           Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                   LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

Dismissal                                    BCP, p. 366 
 

Postlude    Voluntary 

 

WELCOME BACK ELLEN !!  THANK YOU TO BARBARA WHEELER FOR 

PLAYING THE ORGAN WHILE ELLEN WAS AWAY! 
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Serving Today  

Crucifer ~ John Wall   Lector ~ Alexa Fahner 

Ushers ~ Mike Fahner, Leila Sullivan  Chalice Bearer ~ Alexa Fahner 
 

 

In Honor of Black History month, this morning we sing In Christ There is no East or West 
 

MC KEE has an interesting history. According to a letter from Charles V. Stanford (PHH 

512) to Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (who arranged the tune for piano in his Twenty-Four 

Negro Melodies, 1905), MC KEE was originally an Irish tune taken to the United States 

and adapted by African American slaves. It became associated with the spiritual "I Know 

the Angels Done Changed My Name," which appeared in J. B. T. Marsh's The Story of 

the Jubilee Singers with their Songs (1876). Harry T. Burleigh (b. Erie,PA, 1866; d. 

Stamford, CT, 1949) arranged the tune to fit Dunkerley's text in 1939. As a setting for 

that text, the tune was published in The Hymnal 1940. Burleigh named the tune after 

Elmer M. Mc Kee, rector of St. George's Episcopal Church, New York, where Burleigh 

was the baritone soloist from 1894-1946. Burleigh began his musical career as a choirboy 

in St. Paul's Cathedral, Erie, Pennsylvania. He also studied at the National Conservatory 

of Music, New York City, where he was befriended by Anton Dvorak and, according to 

tradition, provided Dvorak with some African American musical themes that became part 

of Dvorak's New World Symphony. Burleigh composed at least two hundred works but is 

most remembered for his vocal solo arrangements of African American spirituals. In 

1944 Burleigh Was honored as a Fellow of the Hymn Society in the United States and 

Canada. Sing stanzas 1, 2, and 5 in unison, the others in harmony. The instruction in The 

Hymnal 1940 for this tune is still helpful: sing this hymn "with dignity." --Psalter 

Hymnal Handbook, 1988s 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR February 3 - 7 

03 – Mon Morning Prayer  (FB)                 9:00 AM 

   Yoga in MH                       9:15 AM – 10:15 AM 

06 – Thurs Book Club/Bible Study in MH                            2:00 PM 

“Clam-Diggers” AA Group                       7:30 PM 

    Compline (FB)                        9:00 PM 

07 – Fri  Parish Office Closed 
 

Birthdays: Maria Mack (02/02), Kim Sparks (02/02), Philip Boulden (02/05) 

Jean Nelson (02/06), Ellen Dondero (02/08) 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/PsH/512#tuneinfo
https://hymnary.org/hymn/PsH/512#tuneinfo


12 

 

 
 

 

On the Fourth Sunday of the Month, Fr. Peter will offer prayers and anointing for 
healing in the chapel immediately after the Holy Eucharist for anyone who 
would like this ministry.  Persons can come into the chapel and request healing 
prayer for themselves or for others.   
 

 

February 9th is the SOUPER BOWL!   

We hope to see lots of choices of soups, breads, 
and cookies to serve during coffee hour that day. 
As is our custom, we will have two soup kettles 

representing the two football teams that are 
playing in the NFL game later that day. Put your 

donation in the kettle of your choice. In the past the most $’s collected in a team’s 
kettle will be the winning team that evening!  
  

All donations collected during SOUPER BOWL coffee hour will be sent to 
OPERATION SMILE (NJ Chapter)  Anyone interested in making soup text 
Maggie Aftanis 609-709-6133. 

  
 

CLERGY & STAFF  

Rev. Peter De Franco, Supply Priest  revdefranco@gmail.com 

Mrs. Ellen J. Dondero, Minister of Music & Organist  ejdondero@comcast.net 

Mrs. Lisa Halpin, Parish Administrator hichurch08008@gmail.com  

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday • 9 AM - 2 PM  
 

WARDENS & VESTRY 
Pat Peacock, Sr. Warden  pat.coteypeacock@gmail.com  

Dave White, Jr. Warden   pacsman1965@ comcast.com   
 

   Vestry Class of 2025       Vestry Class of 2026         Vestry Class of 2027 

   Judy Contreras                Larry Peacock           Vince Contreras  

   Bruce Hillyer         Barbara Wheeler         Melissa Wall 

   Bill Kehr                         Leila Sullivan          TBD  
 

The Episcopal Church of The Holy Innocents 
Pearl & Marine Streets, Beach Haven, NJ 08008 

609-492-7571 •  hichurch08008@gmail.com  •   www.hiecbh.com 

mailto:hichurch08008@gmail.com

