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Welcome! In The Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion. 

BCP means The Book of Common Prayer (Red Book). You’ll find the BCP and Hymnals in the 

pew rack in front of you. Please join us for Coffee Hour following the service. 

* Indicates to stand as you are able 
 

Prelude    As Lately We Watched     arr. Anna Laura Page (b. 1943) 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Hymn #56  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 7 and 8)  

         VENI VENI EMMANUEL, plainsong 15th C 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one 

the hearts of all mankind; bid thou  our 

sad divisions cease, and be thyself our 

King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here  

until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice!   

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Officiant   Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

People       Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

Officiant   Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved:    

People       O Lord God of Hosts 

Officiant   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

People       Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  
 

The fourth Advent Candle is now lit. 
 

Officiant    Show us your mercy, O Lord:  

Response   And grant us your salvation. 
 

Entrance Hymn #66 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus      STUTTGART 
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Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant     Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   All  Amen. 
 

Trisagion  S-102 (all sing)  Holy God         Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924) 
 

The Collect of the Day:                            BCP, p. 212 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People       And also with you 

Celebrant  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your 

Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever.  All  Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 

from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, 

I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to 

the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 

in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 

Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 

word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 

my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now 

therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 

took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
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enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 

the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 

will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 

more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 

Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 

throne shall be established forever. 
 

             Reader  The Word of the Lord.   

        All        Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 15: Magnificat        The Song of Mary                    BCP, p. 119 
 

The Epistle                                      Romans 16:25-27 
 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 

writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 

eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

        All        Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn #265   The Angel Gabriel                                 GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                         Luke 1:26-38  

               Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

        People        Glory to you, Lord Christ  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
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favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

                  Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord.  

                  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.  (All are seated) 

 

The Sermon                         The Very Rev. Dr. Caroline Carson+ 
 

*The Nicene Creed                                       BCP, p. 358 
 

*The Prayers of the People: Form III                           BCP, p. 387  

(The people may stand or kneel) 
 

Celebrant  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Leader   Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People  That we all may be one. 
 

Leader  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Episcopal Church in the 

Philippines. We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; for Michael, 
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our Presiding Bishop; for Sally our Bishop; for Judith our Deacon, and for 

Caroline our rector. We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader  For Nancy our Mayor, Philip our Governor, and Joseph our President;  

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation,   

  especially remembering all victims of climate change, and for the poor. 

  We also remember all those  mentioned in our Parish Prayer List, the  

  sick, the shut-in, and the grieving; those serving in the military and other 

  dangerous professions, and for our enemies, that all hearts may be  

  turned to peace. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief 

  or trouble; 

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
(The People may add their own petitions.) 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Confession 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
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ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 

*The Peace (All stand)  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Anthem    Will We Know Him When He Comes              Price & Besig 
 

*Presentation of the Gifts (All stand) 

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                 BCP, p. 367 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent 

your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
 

Sanctus S-130 (all sing)  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord      Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828) 

(The People may stand or kneel) 
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Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 

your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." Therefore, according to his command, 

O Father, 
 

All  We remember his death, 

       We proclaim his resurrection, 

       We await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 

gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 

your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 

Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  All: AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer                                    BCP, p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Fraction Anthem: S-154 (all sing)  Christ Our Passover       David Hurd (b. 1950)  
(All baptized Christians are welcomed to receive Holy Communion.) 

 

*Postcommunion Prayer  (Please stand)                                       BCP, p. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Parish Notices 
 

Hymn #12 (LEVAS)   We’re Marching to Zion                Robert S. Lowry (1826-1899) 

Blessing  

Dismissal                                    BCP, p. 366 
 

Postlude     God of Glory              David Paxton 

Coffee Hour is held EVERY SUNDAY and we would LOVE IT if you would join us in 

Martin Hall following the service! 
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Serving Today  

Crucifer ~ John Wall   Lector ~ Gail Jacobsen 

Ushers ~ Bill Cowper, Bob Weidmann   Chalice Bearer ~ Gail Jacobsen 
 

Parish Prayer List – December 24, 2023 
PLEASE NOTE: If you need to add or delete a name, please contact Lisa Halpin, our  

Parish Administrator by Wednesday, December 27th. 
 

Judy Contreras    Lara Sparks Deitz   Joan Connolly  

Mary Ann Crewdson  Ann White     Jane Enos  

Dennis      Dcn. Judy     Diane Carter 

Anthony B.     Connie Anderson   Christian Balint  

Barney H.     Susan F.     Cheryl  

Diane D.     Dayton      Jason 

Kirsten Angelozzi   Bob Hendricks    Christine Hendricks  

Andy      Kathy & Walter    Ron & Kenny  

Jeannine     Priscilla      Judy & Al 

Joan & Linda Kelly   Chris C.     Pierro Family 

David D’Ambrosia   Barry Longenbach   Robert   

Mike      Tony      Aleen  

Jan       Elliott      Anne  

Karen & DJ     Dennis Hickey    Rosanne & Bob  

Juli & Dave     Laura      Lovas Family 

Debbie & Joe Reising  Rebecca      Marilyn Thomas 

Tom Blake     Fiona      Graham  

Bob       Sue       Hale Bailey   

Melanie      Sophia      Joseph   

Paris      Tom & Kathy Masilla  Jim Darling  

Charles Sullivan   Warren Lamon    Greg Melega   

Rachel      Marilyn Flagler    Mary Timmerman  

Louise Muth    Debbie Lamon    Teri Keller  

Gia       Cora      Hunter Gideon  

Sanders Baby    Jean & Keith Aclin   Vic Hughes   
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Rick & Becky Johnson  Brian O’Sullivan   Suzette Whiting 

Kay & Mike DeCicco  Frank M.      Ray M. 
 

Those serving in the military and other dangerous professions:  

Paul Bailey, Justin A. Dumhart, Joseph Alexander, Danny Melega, Andrew Wall 

Brandan White  
 

Birthdays:  Florence Boulden (12/26), Carol Hammond (12/29) 
 

Altar Candles, Sanctuary Candle: This week’s Altar Candles and Sanctuary Candle are 

given by Diane Entrikin in loving memory of John Entrikin and loved ones and to the 

Glory of God. 
 

WEEKLY ONLINE CALENDAR - Dec 24-29 

24 – Sun  Caroling             5:30 PM 

Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist                    6:00 PM 

25 – Mon Christmas Day Holy Eucharist            10:00 AM  

Feast of the Holy Innocents Evening Prayer   (FB)         6:00 PM 

Compline               9:00 PM 
 

The Parish Office closed from Dec. 22 until January 2 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
Pearl & Marine Streets, Beach Haven, New Jersey 08008 

609-492-7571     www.hiecbh.com 

Mrs. Lisa Halpin, Parish Administrator ~ hichurch08008@gmail.com 

Mrs. Ellen J. Dondero, Minister of Music & Organist ~ ejdondero@comcast.net 

The Rev. Dr. Judith S. Krom, Deacon ~ (732) 330-4949   jsk13@comcast.net 

The Rev. Dr. Caroline Carson, Rector ~ (504) 390-5331 theparsoncarson@gmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS – Monday through Thursday 9 AM to 2 PM 
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