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Depriving a person of his or her federal 
civil rights under color of law is, in and of 
itself, a federal crime and a ground for a 
cause of action.  

Color of Law Legal Definition 
Color of law refers to an act done under the appearance of legal 
authorization, when in fact, no such right existed. It applies when a 
person is acting under real or apparent government authority. The term 
is used in the federal Civil Rights Act, which gives citizens the right to 
sue government officials and their agents who use their authority to 
violate rights guaranteed by federal law. 

The following is from the Civil Rights Act: 

"Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, 
custom, or usage, of any State or Territory, subjects, or causes to be 
subjected, any citizen of the United States or other person within the 
jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or 
immunities secured by the Constitution and laws, shall be liable to the 
party injured in an action at law, suit in equity, or other proper 
proceeding for redress." 

Acting under color of [state] law is misuse of power, possessed by virtue 
of state law and made possible only because the wrongdoer is clothed 
with the authority of state law Thompson v. Zirkle, 2007 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
77654 (N.D. Ind. Oct. 17, 2007) 
 

18 USC 242 - Whoever, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or 
custom, willfully subjects any person in any State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or 
District to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured or protected by the 
Constitution or laws of the United States, or to different punishments, pains, or penalties, on 



account of such person being an alien, or by reason of his color, or race, than are prescribed for 
the punishment of citizens, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both; and if bodily injury results from the acts committed in violation of this section or 
if such acts include the use, attempted use, or threatened use of a dangerous weapon, explosives, 
or fire, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if death 
results from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include kidnapping or 
an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, 
or an attempt to kill, shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, 
or both, or may be sentenced to death. 
 

18 USC 241- If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any 
person in any State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District in the free exercise or 
enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United 
States, or because of his having so exercised the same; or 

If two or more persons go in disguise on the highway, or on the premises of another, with 
intent to prevent or hinder his free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured 

They shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if 
death results from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include 
kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated 
sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, they shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term 
of years or for life, or both, or may be sentenced to death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
42 USC 1983 -  Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, 
or usage, of any State or Territory or the District of Columbia, subjects, or causes to be 
subjected, any citizen of the United States or other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the 
deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the Constitution and laws, shall be 
liable to the party injured in an action at law, suit in equity, or other proper proceeding for 
redress, except that in any action brought against a judicial officer for an act or omission taken in 
such officer’s judicial capacity, injunctive relief shall not be granted unless a declaratory decree 
was violated or declaratory relief was unavailable. For the purposes of this section, any Act 



of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia shall be considered to be a statute 
of the District of Columbia. 

 

 

US. SUPREME COURT DECISION – “All codes, rules, and regulations are for 
government authorities only, not human/Creators in accordance with God’s 
laws. All codes, rules, and regulations are unconstitutional and lacking due 
process…” [Rodrigues v. Ray Donavan (U.S. Department of Labor) 769 F. 2d 
1344, 1348 (1985).1 

US. SUPREME COURT DECISION -‘The common law is the real law, the 
Supreme Law of the land, the code, rules, regulations, policy, and statutes are 
“not the law”, [Self v. Rhay, 61 Wn (2d) 261]  
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