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Trump Speaks at 5,000-Strong Young
Conservatives Summit With Hint of Presidential

Run

Former President Donald Trump speaks during the Turning Point USA Student Action Summit held at the Tampa
Convention Center in Tampa, Fla., on July 23, 2022. Joe Raedle/Getty Images
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Former President Donald Trump didn’t say he would try to reclaim the
White House in 2024 when he addressed young conservatives in Tampa on
July 23.

But he didn’t say he wouldn’t.
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He dropped not-so-subtle hints during his hour-and-45-minute address to
attendees of the Student Action Summit.

“I ran twice, and [ won twice,” he teased, as audience members jumped to
their feet, shouted their support, and clapped.

“And now, we may just have to do it again,” he beamed, as the crowd of 5,000
teens and 20-somethings chanted, “Take it back! Take it back! Take it back!”

Expected highlights of Trump’s prepared remarks had been given to the
media before he took the stage 90 minutes later than planned.

But he strayed far from the script, using only a fraction of it.
He railed about the policies of his successor, President Joe Biden, and he
touted his administration’s policies and accomplishments during his four-

year term.

He even told stories that were, at times, uncharacteristically self-deprecating.

Former President Donald Trump goes off-script and speaks more than an hour longer than
planned during the the Student Action Summit put on by Turning Point Action, an offshoot of
Turning Point USA, in Tampa on July 23, 2022. Joe Raedle/Getty Images
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He joked about not having enough hair to have the military flat-top he'd
admired on a commanding officer, and he jested that he’d wanted to receive
the Congressional Medal of Honor for enduring a landing on a dark runway
in Iraq. But his staff, he said, told him it wouldn’t be appropriate.

Though he said he was eager to get home after speaking late in Arizona the
night before, Trump exuded delight and energy. His speech was more than
an hour longer than expected.

READ MORE

* Dueling Trump, Pence Rallies in Arizona Draw Different Crowds as Lake,_
Robson Trade Barbs

Fueling him were the cheers of the youth at the high-energy event by
Turning Point Action, an offshoot of the Phoenix-based nonprofit Turning
Point USA. The three-day conference drew an all-star lineup of conservative
speakers—primarily pundits, elected officials, and political candidates.

From early on Day 2 of the conference, students gathered in breakout
sessions to discuss how to become more involved in shaping the future of
the American policy landscape.
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Young conference attendees applaud U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) as she delivers fiery
remarks at the Student Action Summit in Tampa on July 23. Natasha Holt/The Epoch Times

Later, speakers took the stage in the main hall for 20-minute speeches,
applauding the youth for spending their summer pursuing their political
passions.

The speakers shared life lessons. They poked fun at liberal and progressive
policies. They hammered that young people are the future of the
conservative movement—and that they need to start taking over now.

Meanwhile, a crowd of about 100 protesters marched to the Tampa
Convention Center, blocking traffic, and waving signs addressing a variety
of issues. They chanted progressive leftist mantras, including “My body, my
choice!”

As they shouted at the building, conference attendees trickled outside to
investigate and take videos of the spectacle.
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About 100 protesters angry about a nearby gathering of young conservatives block traffic on
downtown Tampa streets on July 23. Natasha Holt/The Epoch Times

Conservatives responded by briefly chanting, “USA! USA! USA!” They then
returned to the conference, ignoring their detractors and giving their full
attention to the speakers again.

‘You’re the Generation’

At 7:40 p.m., the main hall exploded with energy. The last speaker of the day,
Trump strode onto the stage amid streams of fireworks and smoke shooting
up around him. Glowing cell phone screens illuminated the darkened
seating area, as almost all the audience members videoed his entrance. And
as the Lee Greenwood classic “God Bless the USA,” blared, the crowd sang
along, cheering as Trump pumped his fist in the air.

The crowd chanted, “USA! USA! USA!”

“You're the generation that is going to stand up and save American freedom,”
he said. “You are the grassroots leaders who are going to dislodge the
socialists and communists, and they are indeed Marxists.”
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“At a pivotal time in our nation’s history, like so many generations before,

you are the frontlines of a momentous struggle that will determine the
future of America. Together we are fighting to reclaim our republic from a
failed and corrupt political establishment.”

He bemoaned the policies of the current Democratic party, and expressed
dismay about inflation, illegal aliens flowing across the open Southern
border, censorship of speech, a spreading lack of respect for law
enforcement, surging crime, an overwhelmingly biased press, and the
proliferation of progressive gender ideology and critical race theory. He
seemed incredulous that a country rich with “liquid gold” now is a “beggar
nation” that has to ask for help securing oil.

Under his leadership, the country had been “the strongest that [it] has ever
been,” he said. But now, Trump added, “it’s perhaps the weakest.” He called
the Biden Administration’s exit from Afghanistan “the greatest humiliation
our country has ever seen.”

He said Russia’s invasion of “Ukraine would have never happened under the
Trump Administration,” and said that his relationships with leaders of
Russia, North Korea, and China positioned America in a far better position.
He said that, had he been installed as president for a second term, Iran
would have made a deal “within a week” to stop developing nuclear weapons.

He said Biden’s approval rating has fallen to “22 percent” with young people
because of his platform’s “extreme ideology.”

“The radical Left is the past,” Trump said. “Our movement is the future.”

The key to putting the country on the right path is to “defeat the climate
crisis hoax,” Trump said.
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Climate protestors gather for the Global Day of Action for Climate Justice march in Glasgow,
Scotland, on Nov. 6, 2021—Day 7 of the 2021 climate summit in Glasgow. Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images

He also took on woke educators.

“The current education system is so sick that school prayer is banned, but
drag shows are allowed,” he said. “You can’t teach the Bible, but you can
teach children that America is evil and men can get pregnant.”

“You would not trust these people to babysit your children for 20 minutes.
And we should then let them educate millions of American students six
hours a day, year after year after year?

Whatever it takes, the conservative movement must liberate America’s
children from the captivity of these Marxist teachers’ unions. This is a
matter of national survival—if we don’t fix this, our country is going to be in
a very sad state.”
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Protesters upset about a variety of issues march to the venue of a conservative youth conference
in Tampa, Fla., on July 23. Natasha Holt/The Epoch Times

READ MORE
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e Chapter Fourteen: Popular Culture—A Decadent Indulgence (UPDATED)

He said the United States should implement strict prohibitions on teaching
“inappropriate racial, sexual, and political material.”

And he said that free speech should be aggressively defended, and
censorship halted.

“As soon as we have the power, Congress should immediately launch a full-
scale investigation into the rise of this totally anti-American practice,” he
said. “And we should use every power at our disposal to stop the war on free
speech.”

Echoing the other speakers at the conference, Trump urged political
involvement.
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“Remember, there are more of us than there are of them,” he said. “These are
just a few of the many areas where our movement needs your passion, your
brilliance, your fire, and your spirit.”

People cheer as former U.S. President Donald Trump arrives on stage during the Turning Point
USA Student Action Summit held at the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Fla., on July 23,
2022. Joe Raedle/Getty Images

Young people, he said, should “get involved, speak up, join campaigns, run
for office, and help us reclaim America.”

Then, they could “abolish all COVID mandates and lockdowns” and rehire
fired members of the military, “with an apology and with back pay.”

Then, they could “stop the invasion taking place on our southern border,”
and unleash law enforcement to remove illegal immigrants from the country,
he said.

They could also hold “China accountable for unleashing the virus upon the

world,” he said, and secure elections with “citizenship confirmation” for
voters by using paper ballots instead of digital voting machines.

Trump’s Wealth Took $600 Million Hit
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Trump said his wealth decreased by at least $600 million while he served as
the 45th president. And he was more persecuted than any other president,
maybe any other person, he said.

“They want to damage me so [ can no longer represent you,” he said.
“Obviously, they don’t want me to be the candidate” for president in 2024.

The persecution of him would stop, he said, if he announced he wasn’t going
to run.

“There’s no chance I do that,” he said. “There’s no chance.”

Former President Donald Trump looks towards the crowd as he enters a ‘Save America’ rally in
support of Arizona GOP candidates Prescott Valley, Ariz., on July 22, 2022. Arizona's primary
election will take place on Aug. 2. Mario Tama/Getty Images

Instantly, audience members jumped to their feet again, chanting, “Take it
back! Take it back!” Then, they switched to chanting, “Four more years! Four
more years!”

“There has never ever been a movement like we are all proud to be a part of—
MAGA [Make America Great Again],” Trump said.

“I'm not doing this for me,” he added. “Because [ had a very good and
luxurious life before I decided to enter the wonderful world of politics. 'm
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doing it for you. And it’s my honor to do it.”

“We were a great nation,” he said. “We were respected by everybody. And
soon, we will be again.

“It has always been the case that right when the situation looks bleak for
America, that’s when America digs in, fights back, and begins its incredible
comeback. And standing before you tonight, I believe our nation is ready for
a comeback like no one has ever seen before.”

Young supporters cheer as former U.S. President Donald Trump arrives on stage during the
Turning Point USA Student Action Summit held at the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Fla.,
on July 23, 2022. Joe Raedle/Getty Images

He urged young people again to get involved.

“Just like with all the other crossroads of our history, [ have no doubt that it
will be young, courageous, freedom-loving patriots of America like you, once
again, to lead the way to greatness. I believe that we will stand up to the
radical-left lunatics. We will fight for America like no one has ever fought
before.”

Over cheers, he said, “We will not bend. We will not break. We will not yield.
We will never give in. We will never give up. We will never ever, ever back
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down.”

In a tone that built to a crescendo, his voice rang out, “We are Americans,
and we kneel to God alone. Young people, this incredible journey we are all
in together has only just begun. And it’s time to start talking about greatness
for our country again. We are one people, one family, and one glorious
American nation.”

He concluded, “We will make America powerful again. We will make
America wealthy again. We will make America strong again. We will make
America proud again. We will make America safe again, and ..”

The crowd shouted with him, as he finished, “We will make America great

!”

again
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