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SOLO SHOWBY JIAYUE LI
LENG XA | /2E COLD SUMMER

LENG XIA (25 ), MEANING COLD SUMMER IN CHINESE, EXPLORES THE QUIET CONTRADICTIONS THAT
EXIST WITHIN MEMORY, IDENTITY, AND EMOTION. THROUGH DREAMLIKE FIGURATIVE PAINTINGS, JIAYUE LI
CAPTURES MOMENTS THAT RESIST EXPLANATION, FLEETING FEELINGS, INTIMATE PAUSES, AND THE SUBTLE

TENSION BETWEEN WARMTH AND DISTANCE. RATHER THAN TELLING COMPLETE STORIES, HER PAINTINGS
INVITE VIEWERS TO BRING THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES AND INTERPRETATIONS, ALLOWING EACH WORK TO
BECOME A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER.

LI'S PROCESS BEGINS WITH QUICK SKETCHES INSPIRED BY MEMORIES, OBSERVATIONS, AND SMALL
MOMENTS FROM EVERYDAY LIFE. THESE INITIAL DRAWINGS GRADUALLY EVOLVE THROUGH MULTIPLE
STUDIES BEFORE BECOMING FINISHED PAINTINGS. WORKING PRIMARILY IN OIL PAINT AND COLORED
PENCIL, SHE BUILDS SOFT LAYERS OF COLOR AND ATMOSPHERE THAT PRIORITIZE EMOTION OVER
NARRATIVE, CREATING IMAGES THAT FEEL BOTH FAMILIAR AND ELUSIVE.

ORIGINALLY FROM CHENGDU, CHINA, JIAYUE LI IS AN ILLUSTRATOR AND PAINTER BASED IN SAN
FRANCISCO. DRAWN TO VISUAL STORYTELLING FROM AN EARLY AGE, SHE HAS DEVELOPED A PRACTICE
CENTERED ON DREAMLIKE FIGURATIVE WORK THAT EXPLORES MEMORY, INTIMACY, AND THE EMOTIONAL
LANDSCAPES WE CARRY WITH US. SHE CURRENTLY CREATES FROM HER HOME STUDIO, WHERE PAINTING

SERVES AS A WAY OF PRESERVING MOMENTS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE DISAPPEAR.
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	SOLO SHOW BY JIAYUE LI LENG XIA｜冷夏 COLD SUMMER
	Leng Xia (冷夏), meaning Cold Summer in Chinese, explores the quiet contradictions that exist within memory, identity, and emotion. Through dreamlike figurative paintings, Jiayue Li captures moments that resist explanation, fleeting feelings, intimate pauses, and the subtle tension between warmth and distance. Rather than telling complete stories, her paintings invite viewers to bring their own experiences and interpretations, allowing each work to become a personal encounter. Li's process begins with quick sketches inspired by memories, observations, and small moments from everyday life. These initial drawings gradually evolve through multiple studies before becoming finished paintings. Working primarily in oil paint and colored pencil, she builds soft layers of color and atmosphere that prioritize emotion over narrative, creating images that feel both familiar and elusive. Originally from Chengdu, China, Jiayue Li is an illustrator and painter based in San Francisco. Drawn to visual storytelling from an early age, she has developed a practice centered on dreamlike figurative work that explores memory, intimacy, and the emotional landscapes we carry with us. She currently creates from her home studio, where painting serves as a way of preserving moments that might otherwise disappear.
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