
Leng Xia (冷夏), meaning Cold Summer in Chinese, explores the quiet contradictions that

exist within memory, identity, and emotion. Through dreamlike figurative paintings, Jiayue Li

captures moments that resist explanation, fleeting feelings, intimate pauses, and the subtle

tension between warmth and distance. Rather than telling complete stories, her paintings

invite viewers to bring their own experiences and interpretations, allowing each work to

become a personal encounter.

Li's process begins with quick sketches inspired by memories, observations, and small

moments from everyday life. These initial drawings gradually evolve through multiple

studies before becoming finished paintings. Working primarily in oil paint and colored

pencil, she builds soft layers of color and atmosphere that prioritize emotion over

narrative, creating images that feel both familiar and elusive.

Originally from Chengdu, China, Jiayue Li is an illustrator and painter based in San

Francisco. Drawn to visual storytelling from an early age, she has developed a practice

centered on dreamlike figurative work that explores memory, intimacy, and the emotional

landscapes we carry with us. She currently creates from her home studio, where painting

serves as a way of preserving moments that might otherwise disappear.
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