The Second Sunday of Easter
April 27, 2025, 8:30 A.M.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Announcements
Prelude Day of Arising Mark Sedio
Ringing of the Church Bell

Confession and Forgiveness page 116-117
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW #367

Greeting and Kyrie “In peace, let us pray...” page 147-148

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God , and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

L:In peace. let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whoie world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray tc the Lord. C: Lord,
have mercy.
L: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord. C: Amen



The Hymn of Praise pp. 148-149

L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Prayer of the Day: L: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen
Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

?” When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned
them, % saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” Y But Peter and the apostles an-
swered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. % The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus,
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 3 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that
he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Psalm 118:14-24

L: ** The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
C: * Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!
L: *® The right hand of the Lord is exalted!
The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly
C: 1 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
L: ® The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.
C: “ Open for me the gates of righteousness;
| will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.
L: ° “This is the gate of the Lord;
here the righteous may enter.”
C: *'1 give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
L: 2 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
C: ” By the Lord has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
L: ** This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

|”

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8

* John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who
are before his throne, ® and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
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the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ® and made us to be a kingdom, priests serv-

ing his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
" Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
& | am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Al-

mighty.

Anthem: Take Up Thy Cross Austin Lovelace
Senior Choir

Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?” page 151

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

The Gospel: John 20:19-31 Glory toyou, O Lord/Praise to you, O Christ.
9\When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. & Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 2
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 |f you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. >3S0
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

26 p week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” %’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *®
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 2 Jasus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. **
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that

through believing you may have life in his name.

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed Page 127

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Offering Hymn The Day of Resurrection ELW #361
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The Offering Prayer: L: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding
the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C:
Amen.

Prayers of the Church:  L: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer page 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

L: The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to renew the face of the earth
be merciful to you. Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Go in peace.
Share the Good News! Alleluia! C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia

’

Closing Hymn That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW #384

Postlude The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done Timothy Albrecht



Activities this Week at St. John’s

Apr 27,2025 to May 4, 2025

Sun, Apr 27 8:30 & 10:30am Worship services
9:30am Sunday School & Sr Choir
1pm-5pm Piano Recital
7pm Mens Choir
Wed, Apr 30 9am-noon Quilting
6pm Youth Bells
7pm Sr Bells
Sat, Apr 26 10:30am 4t gd Communion Orientation
Sun, May 4 8:30 & 10:30am Worship Service w/comm,
4™ gd Communion, Senior Sunday,
New Members Sunday
9:30am Sunday School
7pm Mens Choir
General Funds (undesignated) Attendance
Jan 1- Apr 22, 2025 Last Sunday 255
Actual Income S 71,916 2025 Average 110
Actual Expenses 57,466 2024 Average 90
Jan 1- Apr 30, 2025
Budget Expenses 68,569
Greeters 8:30am Randy & Lori Hesse
10:30am
Ushers 8:30am Bill Roe family
10:30am Eric Kirkeby
Readers 8:30am Nona Sawyer
10:30am Wendy Bucheit
Secretary Rhonda Barr
Custodians John & Sharon Roe
Organist/Director of Music James H. Bieber
Pastor Bryan Robertson

Radio Broadcast Ministry =Today’s radio broadcast is given by Mary Ellingson of Decorah. Thank
you for your continuing support of this outreach ministry. Join us on Sunday mornings on KNEI 103.5
at 8:30am. Note: you have the option of selecting a hymn of your choice for the service you
sponsor.

We are accepting pledges toward the Solar Project. Pledges may be made by calling the Church
Office or talking to Pastor Bryan.



Newsletters are available for pickup for those who requested printed correspondence from the
Church.

Thank You to all who shared a lily with us during this Easter season:

Given In Loving Memory of:

All loved ones by Bill & Becky Roe Family

All loved ones by Cindy & David Wuebker

All loved ones by Cindy & David Wuebker

All loved ones by Dan & Lori Treangen

All loved ones by Irv Fosaaen & Chris Engstrom

Jean Stuckman by the Stuckman Family

All loved ones by Nancy Brandt

Duane & Noah Dietrich by Jane, Daren, Jenny & Dawson Dietrich
Our parents by Wayne & Nona Sawyer

My sister Jan Helgeson by Dennis & Linda DeBuhr

Ruth Palmer by Lee & Chris Ellickson Family

Our parents Arlene & John Beisker and Everitt Roe by Bonnie & Lavern Roe
My father Joe by Vickie Larson

Harold & Margaret Halverson by Russ & Mary Jo Meyer & Family
Eric Halverson by Russ & Mary Jo Meyer & Family

Julie Bieber by James Bieber Family

Nathan Bieber by James Bieber Family

Sue Bieber by James Bieber

Family Loved Ones by Randy & Lori Hesse

Christopher Ely Mirich by Jill Kistler Mirich

Irene & A.V. Palmer by Evonne & Richard Kistler & Family

Given in Honor of:
Greg & Marlene Palmer by Lee & Chris Ellickson Family

Given by:
Peggy Slaughter
Betty White



