The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 28, 2024, 8:30 A.M.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Announcements

Prelude Earth and All Stars arr. Michael Burkhardt

Ringing of the Church Bell

Confession and Forgiveness page 116-117
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW #449

Greeting and Kyrie “In peace, let us pray...” page 147-148

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord,

have mercy.
L: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord. C: Amen
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The Hymn of Praise pp. 148-149

L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Prayer of the Day: L: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40

**An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jeru-
salem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ?’So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jeru-
salem to worship *and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. *Then
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” *°So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can |, unless some-
one guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. *’Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his
mouth. *In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.”

**The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” **Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good
news about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” *®He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. ¥When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing. *°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he pro-
claimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Psaim 22:25-31
L: *From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
C: **The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
L: “’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
C: “®For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
L: 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
C: **Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
L: 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”



Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. *Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. *In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. *Beloved, since God
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. **No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. **And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. **God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. '°So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. *’Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. **There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and who-
ever fears has not reached perfection in love. *We love because he first loved us. °Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. *'The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Anthem: The Kingdom of the Lord Natalie Sleeth
Senior Choir
Children’s Message

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?” page 151

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

The Gospel: John 15:1-8 Glory to you, O Lord/Praise to you, O Christ.
[Jesus said:] *“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. *He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3>You have already been
cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °| am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. *Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. *My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed Page 127

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Offering Hymn Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359



Offering Prayer

L: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen

Prayers of the Church:  L: God of grace,... C: ...hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer page 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to renew the face of the earth,
be merciful to you. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Go in peace.
Share the Good News! Alleluia!

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia

Closing Hymn Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW #367

Postlude Engelberg arr. Laura Wasson



Activities this Week at St. John’s

Apr 28, 2024 to May 5, 2024

Sun, Apr 28 8:30am & 10:30am Worship services

9:30am Sunday School

Sr Choir

6pm Mens Choir
Wed, May 1 8:45am-noon Quilting

6pm Youth Bells

7pm Sr Bells
Sat, May 4 In Gathering Upper IA Cluster
Sun, May 5 8:30am & 10:30am Worship Services w/comm.

Senior Sunday
15t communion 4" Grade

9:30am Sunday School-last day
Sr Choir
Scripture Reader 8:30am Dave Sanderson
10:30am Linda Groe
Greeters 8:30am Dave & Wendy Sanderson
Donnalee Osland
10:30am Vickie Larson
Ushers 8:30am Ron Dahlstrom family
10:30am Norm Peterson, Chuck Larson
Secretary Rhonda Barr
Custodians John & Sharon Roe
Organist/Director of Music James H. Bieber
Pastor Bryan Robertson

Every year our General Fund (undesignated) Budget is constructed by using the actual expenditures
from previous years. This year’s annual expenditure budget is $224,711 or $18,726 per month to
run the church. In other words, the anticipated cost to run the church for the first three months was
$56,178. Due to lower-than-expected costs so far this year, our actual cost for the first three months
was $49,915. However, we have received only $43,902 in donations for the first three months this
year. The church is operating at the rate of approximately $2,000 per month in the red.

Radio Broadcast Ministry =Today’s radio broadcast is given by Marilyn Anderson. Thank you for
your continuing support of this outreach ministry. Join us on Sunday mornings on KNEI 103.5 at
8:30am.

Camperships: If you are planning on attending a summer camp, please let the Church Office know as
soon as possible as we are handing out checks on May 19 at both services. All campers will receive
$25 from WELCA, $100 from the Trust Fund and $100 from the Orrin Grangaard Campership Fund.



Troop 64 Boy Scout Omelet Breakfast today at the Waukon Banquet Center. Serving from 8am -
noon. Made to order omelets plus hash browns, cinnamon rolls, juice, coffee or milk. Dine in or carry
out. $10 at the door with NO advanced tickets sold.

May Day Breakfast, Wednesday, May 1 from 7am-10am at Zion UCC Church, 113 1°* St, NE, Waukon.
S3 donation, all are welcome.

Decorah Chorale presents: Glorious Day Spring Concert on Sunday, May 5 @3pm at Decorah High
School Auditorium.



