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  In a normal year, the arrival of August signals the fast-
approaching end of summer vacation for all school aged 
students. Hallways have been waxed and are curing, 
contractors are finishing their repairs and construction 
projects, and teachers are finding their attention focused 
more and more on their work ahead and the students 
they will serve.

  Likewise, in a normal year in our church, the arrival 
of August also signals the end of our Summer ministry 
schedules, and sees us completing our plans to serve 
you in the Fall. 

  At this time, we would normally know how we would 
teach our Sunday School, and who would serve in this 
ministry. We would know how we would prepare our 
choirs for worship and who would be participating. We 
would know how we would teach our youth in our Con-
firmation Ministry, and we would know exactly how we 
would worship together during the upcoming year.

  As the COVID-19 virus continues to threaten our health, 
however, we do not yet know how we may be directed 
in the future by common sense and government direc-
tives to keep each other safe. We are not yet sure “how” 
our ministries will provide you with pastoral care, teach 
our youth, and bring us together for worship during this 

uncertain time.

  Not knowing the exact “how” of doing these ministries, 
though, I can tell you that these ministries will continue to 
serve you: we will have worship, we will teach our youth, 
and we will receive pastoral care when times are hard.

  We are looking to our schools to learn how they will teach 
our youth: by distance learning, in school, or by a combina-
tion of both. As we learn how our youth will receive their 
education safely, we will work to do the same for them.

  We will offer worship in church, and at home through our 
radio broadcasts. As long as we are still advised to main-
tain physical distancing, our seating arrangements will re-
flect this, and the use of masks will be welcomed. For those 
of us wishing to worship at home, we encourage and sup-
port this decision. 

  We will offer communion at worship in a safe manner, 
and we will offer baptism to all who desire it. We will offer 
Sunday School and Confirmation classes to our youth.  We 
will offer pastoral care and funeral worship for those of us 
who have lost loved ones. And we will have a Confirmation 
Service for all who are prepared on October 26.

  To allow for deep cleaning and disinfecting throughout the 
week, we will have one Sunday worship service at 8:30 
A.M. Our worship may feature less hymn singing, but all 
the parts of worship with which we are familiar will remain: 
liturgy, Bible, communion, baptism, and preaching. 

  The Good News of Jesus—in Word, Sacrament, classes, 
choir, in grief and in joy—brings us together as a church.                  
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To Receive the Word ...
Sunday morning worship services 
are on the local radio station. Dial 
in 103.5 FM (KNEI) at 8:30 am or log 
into www.kneiradio.com to worship 
with St. John’s. 

You may now receive the newsletter via email 
as a PDF document. Contact the church office 
if you would like to be on this email list.

St. John's is on the web at 
          www.stjohnswaukon.net
 and Facebook  stjohns@waukon

St. John’s is currently looking for a Vice President of 
the Congregation to fill out the remainder of the year 
2020.  This position could turn into the President posi-
tion for 2021, if he or she so desires.  Please contact a 
member of the Nominating Committee if interested:  Bill 
Roe, Matt Teslow or Arica Grimstad.

Vice President

Congratulations to Olivia & John Marti for being 
awarded camperships each of $110.00 for attending 
Bible camp this summer.  WELCA donates $10 and 
the Trust Fund donates $100 to each camper.

Camperships

 Scholarship
  Members of St. John's attending post high school 
education institutions this fall, please let the Church 
office know.  Those who are attending ELCA col-
leges will receive a $100 EPIC Scholarship, from the 
Church that is matched by the college.  All students 
receive a $50 General Scholarship from the Church.
  These gifts are funded through proceeds from the 
Youth & Education portions of St. John's Trust Fund.  
Scholarships to be distributed on Sunday, Au-
gust 16.

We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead us through 
these uncertain times to share these good gifts of God with 
you. 

Peace,
Pr. Bryan

DB Acoustics, the company that in-
stalled our current system around 20 
years ago, has recently done service 
work for us. They have noted some 
faults and under performance in 
our sound system and have rec-
ommended the following:

a new equalizer with a digital processor;

four new microphones to serve the choir, lectern and pulpit;

an impaired hearing system that will connect with hearing 
aids, cell phones, and belt packs;

and a cordless handheld microphone.

One of our families has already made a commitment to do-
nate the microphones mentioned above. If you are interested 
in receiving further details on these improvements or would 
like to aid in their purchase, please contact me or our office 
for further information.

Pr. Bryan
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2020 <- JULY SEPTEMBER ->

AUGUST
S M T W T F S

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Worship 
8:30am with 
communion

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship 
8:30am

Circles may 
meet; check 
with your Circle 
President

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Worship 
8:30am with 
communion

7pm Church 
Council mtg.

9am-5pm  
WIC?

8:30am-4pm 
WIC?

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Worship 
8:30am

9am Assemble 
Newsletter?        
3pm-4pm 
Evergreen Crt, 
Good Sam. 
Communion?

30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Worship 
8:30am
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Radio Ministry Music Ministry

Aug 2   In celebration of Ron Brandt's 90th birthday from his   
   Family    
       
Aug 9   Given by Family & Friends of Robert J Anderson  in      
    celebration of Bob & Agnes's 74th wedding  
                anniversay on August 11
    
Aug 16   Thank you to all radio broadcast participants during        
                the pandemic shutdown.  Your dedication is
                greatly appreciated.  By Richard & Joan Leiran

Aug 23    Given by Family & Friends of Robert J Anderson in 
    memory celebration of his 97th birthday which is    
    today.  Happy Heavenly Birthday Bob!!    
 
Aug 30    In memory of loved ones who are with the Lord -       
              Anonymous

July Statistics
Baptisms:    
  
Funerals:    Virgina Roe memorial service
   
Weddings: 

  Thank you to the volunteers who have qui-
etly slipped onto the church property to repair  
a window on the west side of the church.  We 
appreciate everything you have done for us 
and thank you for your service to our church! 

Hannah Teslow
Hailey Houg

Peyton Verthein

Thank you for 
providing the 

beautiful music!

  Thank you to the men’s choir for con-
tinuing to provide music for our services 
during the month of July.  Plus, thank 
you to Greg and Allie Hagensick for 
singing a duet on Sunday, July 19.

  Our schedule of men’s choir in addi-
tion to some other special music will continue through 
the month of August.

TENTATIVELY our fall choir rehearsals will begin on 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, with the following regular 
schedule of activities:
          Youth Bell Choir – 6:15 p.m.
          Senior Bell Choir – 7:15 p.m.
          Senior Choir – 8:15 p.m.

  PLEASE NOTE that to accommodate Bell Choir mem-
bers, the bell handles have been sanitized, clean gloves 
are available for everyone, and sanitizer is available at 
various locations within the bell room and throughout the 
church.  MASKS are encouraged to be used for members 
concerned about their safety.

  Senior Choir members will rehearse in the balcony as 
usual.  Members are welcome to wear MASKS if they 
wish.  All women will sit in the front row of pews, the sec-
ond row will be empty, and all men will sit in the third row 
as usual.

  We hope these arrangements will help and encourage 
all choir members to feel comfortable as we begin our fall 
schedule.

  The men’s choir has been rehearsing and singing to-
gether all spring and summer, and we look forward to ev-
eryone joining together in September.

James Bieber – Organist/ Director of Music
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St. John's Women Serving and Socializing

Aug 2020
Date Service Greeters Readers Comm. Asst. Comm Prep Acolytes Ushers
8/2/20 8:30 AM E Linda Groe Ushers Bill Roe Family

W

X X X

8/9/20 8:30 AM E Ushers
W

X X X Same as 8/2

8/16/20 8:30 AM E Linda Groe Ushers
W

X X X Same as 8/2

8/23/20 8:30 AM E Ushers
W

X X X Same as 8/2

8/30/20 8:30 AM E Ushers
W

X X X Same as 8/2

St. John's Volunteer Duty List

Volunteer duties have changed due to the safety concerns during this pandemic.

  Goodness, August seems to have gotten here so fast.  Well, 
almost here, for I am writing this article in the latter part of July.

  This August would normally find our Mini-Do-Days beginning 
on Wednesday, August 5.  However because of the Corona-
virus we are experiencing, we have decided to wait to begin 
our quilting activities in September.  We want our women to 
feel safe and comfortable about working together and not be 
stressed about the situation.  Quilting time is enjoyable for 
those taking part, and we do not wish to change this atmo-
sphere in any way.  So as of this time, we hope to see as many 
women as possible to begin preparing our quilts on Wednes-
day, September 2.

  Circle members who attend the monthly meetings may con-
tact your president or lesson leader to see if you all wish to 
meet in August or prefer to wait until September.  If you plan 
to meet in August at the church, please contact the church 
office to let them know.  They may have some suggestions as 
to where to meet, placement of tables and chairs, etc.  Once 
again, we want everyone to feel comfortable about what they 
do at the time of the meeting.

  Please remember your Thankoffering containers and your 
Pennies For Presents containers.  We have not placed our 
Pennies For Presents containers in the church narthex nor did 
we have our “No Bake” Church Bake Sale during July because 

of the Coronavirus situation.

  Please pray for peace, for the safety of our military men and 
women, for people suffering from natural disasters all over the 
world, for people suffering from the Coronavirus, and for Chris-
tians everywhere.

  Thank you for MAKING TIME and TAKING TIME for our privi-
leges and responsibilities at
St. John’s.

Sue Bieber, President

Actions taken at the 
July 16th Trustee Meeting

~    Rate change for Wedding fees

~   WIC may use rooms; with guidelines

Church Council Highlights
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2020 <- JULY SEPTEMBER ->

AUGUST
S M T W T F S

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Penny Barr      
Jessie Emerson 
Eva Miller       
Maximus Neuzil 
Anita Sorum

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Glen Moe Logan Houg    

Justin Jones    
Sutton Jones    
Mike & Sherry 
Tuttle (A)

Betty 
Johanningmeier  
Jeff & Pat   
Snitker (A)

Sully Bucheit     
Steve Wilkes    
Kevin & Kristin 
Stinn (A)

Eliana Erb        
Brenda Kurth    
Tina Peterson   
Dorothy 
Wandling

Ron Brandt     
Autumn Johnson  
Elisha Marti

Bob Joachim

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Jim Allison Bryan & Erika 

Fish (A)
Matt Jones        
Jaxon Moe      
Ernest Palas    
Randy & Lori 
Hesse (A)         
Richard & Joan 
Leiran (A)

Sandra Hove     
Nash Treangen  
Ron & Nancy 
Brandt (A)         
Matt & Jessie 
Emerson (A)

Jack Allison      
Rudy & Marion 
Hesla (A)

Rhonda Bahr     
Mary Jackson

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Edwin Runice Dixie Libbey     

Bernard Pausch 
Nick & Ashley 
Dougherty (A)    
Dean & Mary 
Jackson (A)

Hannah Teslow Trent & Lori 
Jacobs (A)

Maryellen 
Politowitz        
Katelyn Snyder  
Quinn Snyder   
Cynthia Wuebker

Marin Marti     
Dennis & Linda 
DeBuhr (A)      
John & Becky 
O'Neill (A)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Joe Christen    
Casey Treangen

Dick Kistler     
Rosanne Wicks

Kevin Baxter     
Jay Erb          
Diane Piittmann  
Dani Stock      
Shawn Tuttle    
Kim Welper       
Jon & Serene 
Thorstenson (A)  
David & Cynthia 
Wuebker (A) 

Brandon Teslow Arica Grimstad  
JoAnn Sherman

30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Eric Kirkeby    
Mark & Tammy 
Knudtson (A)

Duel Stock



7

Aug 2  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
  No. 729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age
    First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-5
    Second Lesson: Romans 9:1-5   
    Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21  
  No.  712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
    During Distribution No. 515 & 516  
  No. 674  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   
  

Aug 9  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
  No. 400 God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind   
    First Lesson: 1 Kings 19:9-18
    Second Lesson:  Romans 10:5-15
    Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33
  No. 759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
  No. 763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song  

Aug 16  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost    
  No. 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
    First Lesson: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  
    Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
    Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
  No. 650 In Christ There Is No East or West
    During Distribution No. 466 & 471
  No. 866 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Aug 23  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost   
  No. 812 Faith of Our Fathers 
    First Lesson: Isaiah 51:1-6 
    Second Lesson: Romans 12:1-8 
    Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20  
  No. 583 Take My Life, That I May Be 
  No. 845 Voices Raised to You

Aug 30  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
  No. 825 You Servants of God
    First Lesson:  Jeremiah 15:15-21
    Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21 
    Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28  
  No.  767 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
  No. 802 Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus  

**Hymns for August at 
St. John's**

Book Nook

SARAH Circle  
 
MARY Circle                                   
                                     
RACHEL Circle 

DORCAS Circle

Circles can meet.  
Contact your Circle President for details.

Circle News

Amish Fiction/Amish Life

"More Than Words Can Say"  by Karen Witemeyer

  Abigail Kemp needs a man's name on her bakery's deed 
or she'll lose her business.  A marriage of convenience 
seems sensible, but with her independent spirit, she wants 
somebody she can control.  That certainly doesn't describe 
Zacharias Hamilton.  But in many ways, he's the best man 
for the job---or maybe for Abigail too!

"A Beautiful Arrangement"  by Beth Wiseman

 Lydia still can't believe she is Mrs. Samuel Bontrager.  Or 
that she has a six month old daughter at the age of seven-
teen.  Lydia wonders how she will ever service a lifetime 
of marriage to a man she doesn't love.
  Samuel knows that he and Lydia did the right thing by 
marrying when Lydia became pregnant.  He has even 
grown to love Lydia, but what if she doesn't love him back?  
After all, she pushes him away whenever he tries to draw 
closer.
  Beth Wiseman explores how wounds from the past must 
come to light before they can hope to heal.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

.....and finally
A very special Thank You

to 
Tom Schreiber

 who graciously crafted and donated 
this beautiful contributions box 

made of wild cherry to the Church. 


