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Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 14, 2024 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: God has 
eyes that see right through you; they 
are not afraid of anything they see.  

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God. 

(moment of spoken or silent confession) 

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Opening Hymn: Will You Come and Follow Me – W&P 137 

(Purple Book) 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 

 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 

4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 

 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and 

sound 
 in you and you in me?" 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 

 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us Pray…. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

Scriptures 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed 
to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
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boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, 
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears 
of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I am about to punish his house 
forever for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 
did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is 
the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 

19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (Read Responsively) 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 
  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
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 15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were  
        written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
12 “All things are permitted for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 

permitted for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The 
body is meant not for sexual immorality but for the Lord and the Lord for the 
body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15 Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ 

and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that whoever is 
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one 
flesh.” 17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Shun sexual 
immorality! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 
immoral person sins against the body itself. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? 20 For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

John 1:43-51 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the Law and also 
the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 



5 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon –“Known” – Pastor Bo Bannister 

Hymn:  

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

We pray for… (pastor will pray for these topics spontaneously) 

the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the well-being of creation… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for St. John’s, for online viewers, and for special concerns… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
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thanksgiving for the faithful departed may include those who recently have died and 
those commemorated on the church’s calendar… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

Let us offer up prayers of our own hearts.  

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying, 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  

Closing Hymn: Here I Am, Lord – ELW 574 (Red Book) 

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 

Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 

 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Pastor Bo Bannister 

pastorbo@sjlch.org 
Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Christian Education Director: Abigail Metheny 
Office Manager: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 
Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
505 N. York Road 

Hatboro, PA  19040 
215-675-2031 

office@sjlch.org 
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