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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 28, 2024 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: God continues to 
guide us. 

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God. 

(moment of spoken or silent confession) 

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Opening Hymn: Christ, Be Our Light – ELW 715 (Red Book) 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us Pray…. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is 

broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

Scriptures 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what you requested of the LORD your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice 
of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 Then the LORD replied 
to me, ‘They are right in what they have said. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who 
shall speak to them everything that I command. 19 Anyone who does not heed the words 
that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20 But any 
prophet who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 
prophet to speak or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 111 (Read Responsively) 

 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2Great are your works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. 

 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity. 

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures  
        forever. 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 Anyone who claims to know something does 
not yet have the necessary knowledge, 3 but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 
really exists” and that “there is no God but one.” 5 Indeed, even though there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— 6 yet 
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

7 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 “Food will not bring us close to 
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that 
this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if 
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, 
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to 
idols? 11 So by your knowledge the weak brother or sister for whom Christ died is 
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destroyed. 12 But when you thus sin against brothers and sisters and wound their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food is a cause of their 
falling, I will never again eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

Mark 1:21-28 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, 
and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame began 
to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon –“Still Here. Now What?” – Pastor Bo Bannister 

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
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We pray for… (pastor will pray for these topics spontaneously) 

the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the well-being of creation… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for St. John’s, for online viewers, and for special concerns… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

thanksgiving for the faithful departed may include those who recently have died and 
those commemorated on the church’s calendar… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

Let us offer up prayers of our own hearts.  

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying, 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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Closing Hymn: This Little Light of Mine – ELW 677 (Red Book) 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth 

Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Bo Bannister 

pastorbo@sjlch.org 
Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Christian Education Director: Abigail Metheny 
Office Manager: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 
Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
505 N. York Road 

Hatboro, PA  19040 
215-675-2031 

office@sjlch.org 
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