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The Good News for Today: In Christ, we all
are found.

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel.

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving,
accepting community centered on growing in Christ.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God.
(moment of spoken or silent confession)

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns — ELW 855
(Red Book)

1 Crown him with many crowns, 2 Crown him the virgin's Son,
the Lamb upon his throne; the God incarnate born,
hark, how the heav'nly anthem whose arm those crimson trophies
drowns won
all music but its own. which now his brow adorn;
Awake, my soul, and sing fruit of the mystic rose,
of him who died for thee, yet of that rose the stem,
and hail him as thy matchless king the root whence mercy ever flows,

through all eternity. the babe of Bethlehem.


https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH

3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 5 Crown him the Lord of years,

behold his hands and side, the potentate of time,

rich wounds, yet visible above, creator of the rolling spheres,

in beauty glorified. ineffably sublime.

No angels in the sky All hail, Redeemer, hail!

can fully bear that sight, For thou hast died for me;

but downward bend their burning thy praise and glory shall not fail
eyes throughout eternity.

at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.

His glories now we sing,

who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4

Prayer of the Day

Let us Pray.... O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in
him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Scriptures
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

u For thus says the Lord Gop: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them

out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will
sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 131 will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries and bring them into their own land, and I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of
the land. 141 will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 151 myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and
I will make them lie down, says the Lord Gobp. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strays, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.



20 Therefore, thus says the Lord GoD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. 21 Because you pushed with flank and shoulder and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 221 will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged, and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

23 ] will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them; he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I the LORD will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I the LORD have spoken.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God

Psalm 100 (Read Responsively)

tMake a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.

3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.

4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.

5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Ephesians 1:15-23

151 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 1¢ I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my

prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 8 so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2! far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made
him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 25:31-46
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord



31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the

goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or
naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.” 4t Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You who are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels, 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to me.” 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous
into eternal life.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “The Lost King Who Finds Us All” — pastor Bo

Bannister

The Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

We pray for... (pastor will pray for these topics spontaneously)

the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel...
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for the well-being of creation...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community...
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

for St. John’s, for online viewers, and for special concerns...
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

thanksgiving for the faithful departed may include those who recently have died and
those commemorated on the church’s calendar...

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.
Let us offer up prayers of our own hearts.
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying,

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.



Closing Hymn: As Saints of Old — ELw 695 (Red Book)

1

As saints of old their firstfruits
brought

of orchard, flock, and field

to God, the giver of all good,

the source of bounteous yield;

so we today firstfruits would bring,
the wealth of this good land,

of farm and market, shop and home,
of mind and heart and hand.

A world in need now summons us
to labor, love, and give;

to make our life an offering

to God, that all may live.

The church of Christ is calling us
to make the dream come true:

a world redeemed by Christ-like love;

all life in Christ made new.

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

Benediction and Dismissal

3 In gratitude and humble trust

we bring our best today

to serve your cause and share your
love

with all along life's way.

O God, who gave yourself to us

in Jesus Christ your Son,

teach us to give ourselves each day
until life's work is done.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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