
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2023 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: Those who sow in 
tears will reap shouts of joy. 

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God. 

(moment of spoken or silent confession) 

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Opening Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel (Verse 3) – ELW 

257 (Red Book) 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 

 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  

Refrain 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us Pray…. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 

the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

Scriptures 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me 
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and release to the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
    to comfort all who mourn, 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 

8For I, the LORD, love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
    my whole being shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
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so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 126 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of  
        joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for  
        them.” 

 3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 

 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 

 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise 
prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form 
of evil. 

23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 
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19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but he 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to 
him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why, then, are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandal.” 28 This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon – “Tears of Hope, Tears of Joy” – Pastor Bo Bannister 

Hymn: Hark, the Glad Sound! – ELW 239 (Red Book) 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 

2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 
 in Satan's bondage held. 
 The gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

 the bleeding soul to cure, 
 and with the treasures of his grace 
 to enrich the humble poor. 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
 your welcome shall proclaim, 

 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
 with your beloved name. 
 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth. 

 

 



5 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

We pray for… (pastor will pray for these topics spontaneously) 

the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the well-being of creation… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

for St. John’s, for online viewers, and for special concerns… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

thanksgiving for the faithful departed may include those who recently have died and 
those commemorated on the church’s calendar… 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

Let us offer up prayers of our own hearts.  

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying, 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  

Closing Hymn: Fling Wide the Door – ELW 259 (Red Book) 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 

 his great salvation to the earth. 

 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 

 Creator, Spirit, Word. 

2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 

 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 

 Now gladly praise our king and 
friend, 

 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 

3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 
 that live by their true king's 

commands. 
 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 

 the humble places where he dwells. 
 He is the rightful Son of bliss 
 who fills our lives and makes us his, 
 creator of the world, 
 our only strength for good. 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 
 our journey in your grace so wide. 

 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same! 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 


