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The Good News for Today: Jesus is not the
bouncer keeping us out. When there seems to
be no way, Jesus leads us in.

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service.

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we
are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In
words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Gathering Music

STAND

Hymn: Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! — ELW 377 (Red Book)

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
Trumpets resounding in glorious death put asunder, and Easter is
light! bright.

Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in

Refrain light. Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise. City of God, Easter forever,

Give God the glory! Alleluia! golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center river O.f Efe, saints and aacl;langels, |
telling the story to open our eyes; sing with creation to God the I AM
breaking our bread, giving us glory: Refrain
Jesus our blessing, our constant
surprise. Refrain

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;

life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me.
Refrain

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.
Welcome & Greeting

Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey
with God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
SIT



The Readings
Proverbs 4:10-18

The way of wisdom is your life.

10 Hear, my child, and accept my words,
that the years of your life may be many.
1] have taught you the way of wisdom,;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12 When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not walk in the way of evildoers.
15 Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on.
16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:25-32

25 My soul cleaves to the dust;
give me life according to your word.

26T have recounted my ways, and you answered me;
instruct me in your statutes.

27 Make me understand the way of your commandments,
that I may meditate on your marvelous works.

28 My soul melts away from sorrow;
sustain me according to your word.

29 Take from me the way of lying;
let me find grace through your teaching.

30T have chosen the way of faithfulness;
I have set your judgments before me.

311 hold fast to your decrees;
O Lord, do not put me to shame.



32] will run the way of your commandments,
for you increase my heart's capacity.

1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are
God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we
experience through Jesus Christ.

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus

Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”

8and

“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.

10 Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

STAND



Gospel Acclamation
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John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their
behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 1 Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the
works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. 131 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT

Sermon — “A Place for Us”— Pastor Bo Bannister



STAND

Hymn: Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life — ELW 816 (Red Book)

1 Come, my way, my truth, my life:
such a way as gives us breath;
such a truth as ends all strife;
such a life as killeth death.

2 Come, my light, my feast, my strength:
such a light as shows a feast;
such a feast as mends in length;
such a strength as makes his guest.

3 Come, my joy, my love, my heart:
such a joy as none can move;
such a love as none can part;
such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632

The Nicene Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.



A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all
whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of
peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion,
and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in
need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be
your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to
attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to
your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.

SIT



Announcements

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements

electronically.
Children’s Message
Offering

STAND

Offertory Hymn:Praise God from Whom all Blessings
Flow - ELW 885 (Red Book)
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Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree
of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. We pray this in the name of Jesus
who taught us to pray, saying:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SIT

Invitation to Communion

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Distribution of the Elements

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

STAND

Post-Communion Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

10



Prayer after Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Hymn: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (verses 1, 3, 4) -
ELW 367 (Red Book)

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 4 Adoring praises now we bring
in praise of love that still abounds: and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Be to the Father, and our Lord,
Repeat their song of glory here: to Spirit blest, most holy God,
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
set heart and will on things above
that we conquer through your
triumph;
grant grace sufficient for life's day
that by our lives we truly say:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615.
One License #A-728866. CCLI License #1032818

11



