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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Feast of St. Patrick 

March 17, 2024 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: We can know the 
God who dwells within us. 

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a 
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us take a moment and confess our sins before God. 

(moment of spoken or silent confession) 

1 John 1.9 says that, “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from everything that is not right.” By Christ’s authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus – ELW 338 (Red Book) 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 

 from the burning of the noontide 
heat 

 and burdens of the day. 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 

 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 
 And from my contrite heart, with 

tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 

 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 

 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 

 my sinful self my only shame, 
 my glory all, the cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth  

Prayer of the Day 

Let us Pray…. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you 

receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life 
and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Scriptures 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say 
to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
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The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 51:1-12 (Read Responsively) 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest but was appointed 
by[a] the one who said to him, 

“You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you”; 

6 as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 
    according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus[b] offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+5%3A5-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30019a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+5%3A5-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30021b
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his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered, 9 and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for 
all who obey him, 10 having been designated by God a high priest according to the order 
of Melchizedek. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

John 12:20-33 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon – “One in the Chamber” – Pastor Bo Bannister 

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+12%3A20-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26602a
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks 
for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists 
whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich and 
complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international efforts to 
protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social 
justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing 
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and 
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence 
in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, 
in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us, especially Patrick, 
missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today. Grant us faith to trust in your 
everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray, saying, 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
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bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  

Hymn: Restore in Us, O God – ELW 328 (Red Book) 

1 Restore in us, O God, 
 the splendor of your love; 

 renew your image in our hearts, 
 and all our sins remove. 

2 O Spirit, wake in us 
 the wonder of your pow'r; 
 from fruitless fear unfurl our lives 

 like springtime bud and flow'r. 

3 Bring us, O Christ, to share 
 the fullness of your joy; 

 baptize us in the risen life 
 that death cannot destroy. 

4 Three-personed God, fulfill 
 the promise of your grace, 
 that we, when all our searching ends, 

 may see you face to face. 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth  

Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Pastor Bo Bannister 

pastorbo@sjlch.org 
Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Christian Education Director: Abigail Metheny 
Office Manager: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 
Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
505 N. York Road 

Hatboro, PA  19040 
215-675-2031 

office@sjlch.org 
www.sjlch.org 
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