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Second Sunday after Pentecost 

June 7, 2026 

The Good News for Today: God delights in mercy. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance 
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating 
with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-
righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. 
God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the 
tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive 
the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the 
world. 

Gathering: “Follow Me” 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: Morning Has Broken – ELW 556 (Red Book) 

1 Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
 sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 
 God's recreation of the new day! 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot 
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power 
of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Word: “Go and Learn What This Means” 

Hosea 5:15 – 6:6 
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to 
withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The 
response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew 
burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless 
deeds. 

15 I will return again to my place 
    until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
    In their distress they will beg my favor: 

6 “Come, let us return to the Lord, 
    for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
    he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
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2 After two days he will revive us; 
    on the third day he will raise us up, 
    that we may live before him. 
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
    his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us like the showers, 
    like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
    What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, 
    like the dew that goes away early. 
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
    I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
    and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
    the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 50:7-15  

 7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you; 
  for I am God, your God. 

 8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are always before me. 

 9 I will not accept a calf from your stalls, 
  nor goats from your pens; 

 10 for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, 
  the cattle on a thousand hills. 

 11 I know every bird of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the fields are mine. 

 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 

 13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the blood of goats? 

 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to the Most High. 

 15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me. 
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Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for 
us, a right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled 
because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not 
exist. 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so 
that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation – ELW p. 151 (Red Book) 
 Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. 
 Alleluia. 

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing 
the incurable. Even the dead receive new life. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection 
station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
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10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he 
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come 
to call the righteous but sinners.” 

18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before 
him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she 
will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a 
woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind 
him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch 
his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that 
moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the 
crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” 
And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and 
took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of 
that district. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “Good Apple”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 
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Hymn: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy – ELW 588 (Red 

Book) 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,  
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice 
 which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's 
sorrows 

 are more felt than up in heav'n. 
There is no place where earth's 
failings 

 have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
 and a promised grace made good; 
 there is mercy with the Savior; 
 there is healing in his blood. 
 There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
 there is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper home of bliss. 

3 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 

4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 

 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following 
Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make us 
wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to 
conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort 
people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of 
Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and 
grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness like 
Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, whom the church remembers today. May 
remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Recognition of New Members: 
 Brad Frescatore 
 JoAnn Guenther 
 Peter & Eleanor Hansen 
 Pat Reich 

Baptism: Saylor Laine Devlin  
 

In baptism, our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to 
the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen 
humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of 
saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

Parent: I present Saylor Laine Devlin for baptism. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

Saylor baptized into Christ? 
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Response:  I do. 

 As you bring Saylor to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of 
God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and 
prayer so that your child may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and 
deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you 

promise to help Saylor grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response:  I do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Saylor in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church?  

Response: I do. 

People of God, do you promise to support Saylor and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 

Response: We do. 
 

Profession of Faith 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

Baptism 

Saylor Laine, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Saylor with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

Saylor, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Welcome 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will have the light of life.  
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
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Meal: “Take Heart, Your Faith Has Made You Well” 

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
– ELW 884 (Red Book) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

Offering Prayer   
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
God, holy Father, the ground of all being. For just as through your beloved Son you 
created humanity, so also through him with great goodness you form it anew. And so, it 
is right that all your creatures serve you, all the redeemed praise you, and all your 
blessed saints with one heart bless you. Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the angels, 
as in joyful celebration we acclaim: 

Sanctus – ELW p. 153 (Red Book) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful 
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and 
death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from 
death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens 
our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send 
forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this 
meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your 
earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory.  

Amen, and Amen. 

 Amen, and Amen. 

And now, as Christ taught us to pray, we say: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
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against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending: “Go Away, She’s Alive” 

Blessing  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me – ELW 860 (Red Book) 

1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

2 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

3 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God.  
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