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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 19, 2025 

The Good News for Today: God is relentless in 
the pursuit of good. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s, where we are building a 
loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving 
people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Please fill out your yellow attendance card and place it in the offering 
plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: Day by Day – ELW 790 (Red Book) 

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 
 bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
 Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 
 draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 
 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 
 brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
 Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 
 where at last I'll find eternal rest. 

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me 
 strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
 I will seek your loving will to guide me 
 o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 
 I will fear no evil of the morrow, 
 I will trust in your enduring grace. 
 Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 
 till in glory I behold your face. 

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 
 when my burdens grow too great to bear; 
 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 
 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
 Day by day, no matter what betide me, 
 you will hold me ever in your hand. 
 Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 
 I will reach at last the promised land. 
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005 
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God,  

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We 
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have 
mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and 
have been found. Amen. 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to 

save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are 
forgiven! 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear 
our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring 
justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

The Readings 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 
27 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. 28 And just as I have 
watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so 
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I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord. 29 In those days they shall no 
longer say: 

“The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 

30 But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of the one who eats sour grapes shall be 
set on edge. 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say 
to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:97-104 
 97 Oh, how I love your teaching! 
  All the day long it is in my mind. 

 98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, 
  for it is always with me. 

 99 I have more understanding than |all my teachers, 
  for your decrees are my study. 
 100 I am wiser than the elders, 
  because I observe your commandments. 

 101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, 
  that I may keep your word. 

 102 I do not turn aside from your judgments, 
  because you yourself have taught me. 

 103 How sweet are your words to my taste! 
  They are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

 104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; 
  therefore I hate every lying way. 

2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that 
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is 
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inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good 
work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, 
and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when 
people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Luke 18:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to 
himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SIT 

Sermon – “Out of the Judging Business”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 

Hymn: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying – W&P 92 (Purple 

Book) 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 Repeat as needed 

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, bring 
unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty of the 
whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos. God of 
grace, 

receive our prayer. 
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We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the earth. 
Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of the entire 
world. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and strengthens, 
our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer. 
God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for. O God, who guides this congregation, encourage us to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ. Nurture our relationships with the community, that we serve and 
advocate for those who come to us in need. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never end, we 
thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. God of 
grace, 

receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Children’s Message 

Blessing for Virtual Worshipers  

Offering 

STAND 
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Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
(ELW 885 / Red Book)  

Offering Prayer  

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to 
set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to 

run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 

glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Blessed are you, God, for the great day of salvation prepared from the beginning, when 
Christ, though rejected on earth, will be lauded as Lord of all. We bless you for Christ 
who carried sin’s destructive powers to the cross that all might be set free. Through 
Christ you inspire in us the hope that forces of darkness will be scattered, and that you 
are making all things new. 

Just as prophets long before Christ spoke of the sufferings that would be his, so Jesus on 
the night he was betrayed took bread, and having blessed it, he broke the bread, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is broken for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took wine, and having given thanks 
for it, he gave the cup to his disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.” 

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

With this bread and cup we reenact your Word of Love dwelling among us, full of grace 
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope 
for his coming. 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May the fire of your 
love animate our flesh. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of 
peace on earth. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this 
in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Blessing  
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

Hymn: Jesus Still Lead On – ELW 624 (Red Book) 

1 Jesus, still lead on, 
 till our rest be won; 

and, although the way be 
cheerless, 

 we will follow, calm and fearless; 
 guide us by your hand 
 to the promised land. 

2 If the way be drear, 
 if the foe be near, 
 let no faithless fears o'ertake us, 
 let not faith and hope forsake us; 
 safely past the foe 
 to our home we go. 

3 When we seek relief 
 from a long-felt grief, 
 when temptations come alluring 
 make us patient and enduring; 
 show us that bright shore 
 where we weep no more. 

4 Jesus, still lead on, 
 till our rest be won; 
 heav'nly leader, still direct us, 
 still support, console, protect us, 
 till we safely stand 
 in the promised land. 

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God.  
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