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The Good News for Today: Every day
brings new choices. — Martha Beck

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel.

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving,
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God
of mercy.

Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we
turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through

Jesus, F the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH

Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory — ELW 705 (Red Book)

1 God of grace and God of glory, 3 Cure your children's warring
on your people pour your pow'r; madness;
crown your ancient church's bend our pride to your control;
story; shame our wanton, selfish
bring its bud to glorious flow'r. gladness,
Grant us wisdom, grant us rich in things and poor in soul.
courage Grant us wisdom, grant us
for the facing of this hour, courage,
for the facing of this hour. lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
o Lo! the hosts of evil round us lest we miss your kingdom's goal.
scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 4 Save us from weak resignation
From the fears that long have to the evils we deplore;
bound us let the gift of your salvation
free our hearts to faith and praise. be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us Grant us wisdom, grant us
courage courage,
for the living of these days, serving you whom we adore,
for the living of these days, serving you whom we adore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into
victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the
strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Scriptures
1 Samuel 8:4-20; 11:14-15

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said
to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a
king to govern us, like other nations.” ¢ But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,
“Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7and the LORD said to Samuel,
“Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to
me from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only, you shall
solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”



10 So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a
king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take
your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before
his chariots, 12 and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest and to make
his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters
to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and
vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take one-tenth of
your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. 16 He will
take your male and female slaves and the best of your cattle and donkeys and put them
to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And
on that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves,
but the LORD will not answer you on that day.”

19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! We are
determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other nations and that
our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

14 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the
kingship.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before
the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-being before the LORrRD, and
there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 (Read responsively)

1T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because
of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

3When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall
save me.



8You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works of your hands.

2 Corinthians 4:13 — 5.1

13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—*“I
believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and therefore we also speak, 14 because we
know that the one who raised Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and will present us with
you in his presence. 15 Indeed, everything is for your sake, so that grace, when it has
extended to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For our slight, momentary affliction is producing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we look not at what can
be seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.

5 For we know that, if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Mark 3:20-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

20 Then he went home, and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even
eat. 22 When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said,
“He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23 And he
called them to him and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27 But no one can enter a
strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then
indeed the house can be plundered.

28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness but
is guilty of an eternal sin”— 3¢ for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 Then his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and
called him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and
your brothers are outside asking for you.” 33 And he replied, “Who are my mother and
my brothers?” 34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my

4



mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Be Careful What You Wish For” — Deacon Linda
DiMeo

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.
A brief silence.

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the church
in every age, especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we commemorate today.
Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church into a closer
vision of your beloved community. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and in
the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by
deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and
reverence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with curiosity
and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of
heart and make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common good.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or

hopelessness. With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, and

bless organizations and individuals who work on their behalf. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high
school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are
shifting careers, and those who are navigating changes in their relationships.
Accompany them with your peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you (especially).
Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be raised, with all the saints,
into your everlasting presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.



Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God — ELW 504 (Red Book)

1

A mighty fortress is our God,

a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might

he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his
might!

We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is he!

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,

God's only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Benediction and Dismissal

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land

all threat'ning to devour us,

we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.

Let this world's tyrant rage;

in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail;

God's judgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.

God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;

for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always. Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
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