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The Good News for Today: There is time now to
get ready for a wonderful party.

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service.

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of
the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place,
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—
the marriage feast of the Lamb.

Gathering Music

STAND

Welcome & Greeting

Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey
with God.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light — ELw 815 (Red
Book)
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I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the
world.

The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain

In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of
God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on
my path,

and show me the way to the Father.
Refrain

I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the
race,

we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose
compassion never slumbers.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your
invitation. We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the
voice of our shame and fear, which keeps us from entering fully into
relationship with you and others. We are not awake to the coming of your
reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy. Amen.

Inherit the riches of God’s grace. *+ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy.
You are forgiven. Blessed are you.

Amen.
SIT
Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great
victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said
liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in
the community.

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light,
19 as if someone fled from a lion
and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.
20 [s not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

211 hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Eyven though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24 But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
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The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the
word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with
Christ.

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness,
for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of
the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. ¢ So, then, let us not fall asleep as others
do, but let us keep awake and be sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and
put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.

u Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

STAND
Gospel Acclamation — ELW p. 151 (Red Book)

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness
at all times.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

t “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.

6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.” 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said
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to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise replied,
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and
buy some for yourselves.’” 12 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut.
u Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT

Sermon — “Closing Time, Part 1: The Small Hours”— pastor
Bo Bannister

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
STAND



H}rr)mn: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning — Acs 949
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chil-dren, don’t grow wea -ry, for this work’s al-most done.

Text: African American spiritual

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You illumine the church with the hope of your new day. Prepare our hearts and minds
for the inbreaking of your kingdom, that we might awaken to your transforming love at
work all around us. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You create and sustain the earth’s natural rhythms so that all life might thrive. Show us
the wisdom and wonder of nature’s balance; make us careful stewards of our common
home. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You make justice roll down in all places and among all nations. Encourage all who
protect vulnerable communities and help rebuild in the aftermath of conflict. Uphold
veterans and those who care for them. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You hasten to heal our wounds and make whole what is broken. Comfort individuals
facing a difficult diagnosis, receiving palliative care, or facing uncertain treatment
options. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You give rest to weary hearts and bodies. As the days grow shorter in the north, help us
to move more slowly and intentionally through our days, honoring the need for quiet
and stillness. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You welcome those who have come before us in faith into the joys of heaven. Sustain us
by your grace and guide us into the promise of everlasting life. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus, your beloved.

Amen.



Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.

SIT

Announcements

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the
narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements
electronically.

Offering

STAND

Offertory Hymn:Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
— ELW 884 (Red Book)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

Offering Prayer

Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer,
and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to
run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in
glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all
humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for
justice is your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach
good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom
those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of
freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.



Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son, who
taught us to pray:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SIT

Invitation to Communion

In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has
prepared.

Distribution of the Elements

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

STAND

Post-Communion Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously
seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out,
awake to your presence, now and forever.

Amen.



Blessing

The holy Trinity, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome the
reign of God, today and always.

Amen.
Hymn: When Peace Like a River — ELW 785 (Red Book)

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
it is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888

Dismissal
Go in peace. Encourage one another.
Thanks be to God.

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615.
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