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Twenty-Second Sunday after 
Pentecost 

November 9, 2025 

The Good News for Today: The best is yet to 
come. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s, where we are building a 
loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving 
people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Please fill out your yellow attendance card and place it in the offering 
plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

Gathering Music 

Prelude: What You Give Away – (Gill) 

STAND 

Hymn: Jerusalem, My Happy Home – ELW 628 (Red Book) 

1 Jerusalem, my happy home, 
 when shall I come to thee? 
 When shall my sorrows have an end? 
 Thy joys when shall I see? 

2 O happy harbor of the saints, 
 O sweet and pleasant soil! 
 In thee no sorrow may be found, 
 no grief, no care, no toil. 

3 Thy gardens and thy gallant walks 
 continually are green; 

there grow such sweet and pleasant 
flow'rs 

 as nowhere else are seen. 

4 There trees forevermore bear fruit 
 and evermore do spring; 
 there evermore the angels sit 
 and evermore do sing. 

5 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
 God grant that I may see 
 thine endless joy, and of the same 
 partaker ever be! 

 

 

 

Text: F.B.P., 16th cent. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
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Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your 
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the 
freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the 
earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 
forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and 
direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. 
Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Anthem: Why Me Lord – (Kristofferson)  

The Readings 

Haggai 1:15 – 2:9 
15 In the second year of King Darius, 1 in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of 
the month, the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 2 “Speak now to 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say: 3 Who is left among you who saw 
this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as 
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nothing? 4 Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; 
work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, 5 according to the promise that I made 
you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. 6 For thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the 
earth and the sea and the dry land, 7 and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure 
of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of 
hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter 
splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts, and in 
this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.”  

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2 Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power. 

 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 

 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 

 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 

 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 

 20 You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we 
beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by 
spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is 
already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless the 
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rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 
destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 5 Do 
you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our 
gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers 
and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either 
by word of mouth or by our letter. 

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation:  

 

 

 

Luke 20:27-38 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28 and asked 
him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife 
but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died 
childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all 
seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 

34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they 
cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children 
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of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the 
story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to 
him all of them are alive.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “More Than You Can Imagine”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 
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Hymn: God’s Work, Our Hands – ACS 1000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: 

Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you 
from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and streams, for 
all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources and the lands from 
which they come. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those needing 
support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the governance and 
protection of vulnerable populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and already 
here. Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in 
body. Comfort those who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events. Hear us, 
O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers and 
musicians, administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in leadership as 
we grow in faith together. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith. Uplift us as we honor 
their memory and await your coming in glory. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Children’s Message 

Blessing for Virtual Worshipers  

Offering 

Offertory: Hey Brother – (Avicci) 

STAND 
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Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
(ELW 885 / Red Book)  

 

 

Offering Prayer  
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to 
run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 
glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the 
rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this 
end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his saving command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
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who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 

 Amen, amen, amen. 

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, 
a taste of life eternal. 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of  
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to 
love and serve in Christ’s name. 
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Amen. 

Blessing  
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 

Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 
faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Blessed Assurance – ELW 638 (Red Book) 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above 
 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 watching and waiting, looking above, 
 filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God.  
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