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The Good News for Today: Dynamite comes in
small packages.

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel.

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving,
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God
of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we
turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through

Jesus, F the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH

1

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation

has redeemed us by his blood."

Alleluia! Not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us;

faith believes, nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight
received him

when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his
promise:

"I am with you evermore"?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,

here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful

flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.

Prayer of the Day

Hymn: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus — ELW 392 (Red Book)
4 Alleluia! King eternal,

Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! born of Mary,

earth your footstool, heav'n your
throne.

As within the veil you entered,
robed in flesh, our great high
priest,

here on earth both priest and
victim

in the eucharistic feast.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation

has redeemed us by his blood."

Let us pray... O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us
into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Scriptures
1 Samuel 15:34 — 16:13

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of
Saul. 35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over
Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with
you and say, ‘T have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to
you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said,
“Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then
Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has

the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the
one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 20 (Read responsively)

1May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble,
the name of the God of Jacob defend you;

2send you help from the sanctuary
and strengthen you out of Zion;



3may the LORD remember all your offerings
and accept your burnt sacrifice;

4grant you your heart’s desire
and prosper all your plans.

5We will shout for joy at your victory and unfurl our banners in the name of our God;
may the LORD grant all your requests.

Now I know that the LORD gives victory to the anointed one;
God will answer out of the holy heaven, gaining victory with a strong
right hand.

7Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we rely on the name of the LORD our God.

8They collapse and fall down,
but we will arise and stand upright.

90 LORD, give victory to the king
and answer us when we call.

2 Corinthians 5:6-21

6 So we are always confident, even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to be pleasing to him. ¢ For all of
us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive due
recompense for actions done in the body, whether good or evil.

uTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade people, but we ourselves
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your

consciences. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in
outward appearance and not in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God;
if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ urges us on, because we
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15 And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no longer for themselves but for the one who for their sake
died and was raised.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know him in that

way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
look, new things have come into being! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be



reconciled to God. 2t For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the

ground 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow,
he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself first the stalk, then the head, then
the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle
because the harvest has come.”

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we
use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest
of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of

all shrubs and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.”

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it; 34 he
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon — “Judge Me by My Size, Do You?” — pastor Bo Bannister

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.
A brief silence.

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church in
listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in history. In
your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the holy
rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of the moon and
tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims of
marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish white
supremacy and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the inclination
toward anger and violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of your
healing promises. Grant perseverance to people doing physical and occupational
therapy, people living with mobility concerns, and people facing chronic pain. Merciful

God,
receive our prayer.

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers,
grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for their
children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your comfort and
peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

With gratitude, we remember the Emanuel Nine martyrs and all the saints who are now
at home with you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts, that we grow in
faith until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.



Hymn: Thine Is the Glory — ELw 504 (Red Book)

1 Thine is the glory,

risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry

thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment
rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes

where thy body lay.

Refrain
Thine is the glory,
risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry
thou o'er death hast won!

2

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939

Benediction and Dismissal

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you

Lo, Jesus meets thee,

risen from the tomb!

Lovingly he greets thee,

scatters fear and gloom;

let his church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,

for the Lord now liveth;

death hath lost its sting! Refrain

No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee;

aid us in our strife;

make us more than conqu'rors,
through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan
to thy home above. Refrain

now and forever. Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
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