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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 5, 2024 

Bulletin for Online Service 

The Good News for Today: God the Father is 
the Source of all that is good and beautiful 

and true. 

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel. 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving, 
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a 
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH
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Hymn: Beautiful Savior – ELW 838 (Red Book) 
1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, 
 Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in the sky. 

4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray: 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Scriptures 

Acts 10:44-48 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 
The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98 (Read responsively) 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge  
        the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity. 

1 John 5:1-6 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever 
is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 5 Who is it who conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

John 15:9-17 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon – “Love the Parent, Love the Child” – Pastor Bo 

Bannister 

The Apostles’ Creed  
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with 
our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 
every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care 
for all your creatures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 
partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care 
for one another. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, 
that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 
council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord, who taught us 
to pray, saying: 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before 

thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 
Arr. Michael Brinkworth 
 

Benediction and Dismissal 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Bo Bannister 

pastorbo@sjlch.org 
Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Christian Education Director: Abigail Metheny 
Office Manager: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 
Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
505 N. York Road 

Hatboro, PA  19040 
215-675-2031 

office@sjlch.org 
www.sjlch.org 
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