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The Good News for Today: All obstacles to God’s
blessing are removed in Christ.

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s, where we are building a
loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving
people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God.

Please fill out your yellow attendance card and place it in the offering
plate when we collect the offering later in the service.

Gathering Music

STAND

Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus — ELW 742 (Red Book)

1

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged-
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886

Confession and Forgiveness

3

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake
you?

Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield
you;

you will find a solace there.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Amen.



Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow
our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away
from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy,
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross

of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed
with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.

Welcome & Greeting

Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey
with God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we
are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us
your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us
those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SIT

The Readings

Hosea 1:1 — 2:1

1The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in the days of Kings Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah and in the days of King Jeroboam son of Joash of
Israel.

2'When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for
yourself a wife of prostitution and have children of prostitution, for the land commits
great prostitution by forsaking the Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer daughter of
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.



4 And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel, for in a little while I will punish the
house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house
of Israel. 5 On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.”

6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-
ruhamah, for I will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. 7 But I will
have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God; I will not
save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.”

8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 9 Then
the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God.”

10 Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can be
neither measured nor numbered, and in the place where it was said to them, “You are
not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” 11 The people of
Judah and the people of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for
themselves one head, and they shall rise up from the land, for great shall be the day of
Jezreel.

2 Say to your brothers, “Ammi,” and to your sisters, “Ruhamah.”
The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85

1You have been gracious to your land, O Lord;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.

3You have withdrawn all your fury
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior;
let your anger depart from us.

5 Will you be displeased with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger from age to age?

6 Will you not give us life again,

that your people may rejoice in you?
7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us your salvation.

81 will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.

9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.



10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Colossians 2:6-19

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and
not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 1© and you
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 1* In him also
you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you
were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the
dead. 13 And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14 erasing
the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the
cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in it.

16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of observing
festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. 17 These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the
body belongs to Christ. 18 Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement
and worship of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and
held together by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is from God.

The Word of the Lord,

Thanks be to God.
STAND
Gospel Acclamation:
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Luke 11:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 So he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.
3  Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ¢ for a friend of mine has arrived,
and I have nothing to set before him.” 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up
and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything
out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs.

9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. 1© For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone
among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or
if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT

Sermon — “The Method Prophet”— Pastor Bo Bannister

STAND



Hymn: For the Troubles and the Sufferings — acsios:
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Text: Rodolfo Gaede Neto, b. 1951; tr. Simei Monteiro, b. 1943, and Jorge Lockward, b. 1965
Portuguese text © 1998, 2004 Rodolfo Gaede Neto, admin. Augsburg Fortress
English text © 2004 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders
to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people
experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign
the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth,
our common home. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as
in heaven. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest
needs. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the
confidence of life with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in
the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding,
clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and
continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.

SIT

Announcements

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements
electronically.

Blessing for Virtual Worshipers
Offering

STAND



Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
(ELW 885 / Red Book)
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Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work
for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer

We praise you, all-holy God, our maker, our lover, our keeper, for the universe beyond
our knowing, for lands and seas and all their animals, and for friends and strangers and
family, for homes and grocery stores and schools. We praise you for your covenant
people, for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, for Elijah and all the prophets, and
for centuries of faithful Christians, for Mary and Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul. We
praise you for your Son Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and from evil, who on the
night before he died took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may
praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor
are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and
forever.

Amen.
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Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SIT

Invitation to Communion

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
Distribution of the Elements

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

STAND

Post-Communion Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send
us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’
name.

Amen.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and
the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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Hymn: Go, My Children, with My Blessing — ELW 543 (Red
Book)

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615.
One License #A-728866. CCLI License #1032818
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