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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 13, 2025 

The Good News for Today: God loves us 
enough to make every effort to turn us 

around. God loves others enough to 
confront us when we hurt them. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s, where we are building a 
loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving 
people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Please fill out your yellow attendance card and place it in the offering 
plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: God Is Here (Verses 1 & 4) – ELW 526 (Red Book) 

1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 

4 Lord of all, of church and 
kingdom, 

 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow 
our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away 
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from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed 
with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving 
care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with 
the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

The Readings 

Amos 7:7-17 
7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb 
line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” 
And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“See, I am setting a plumb line 
    in the midst of my people Israel; 
    I will spare them no longer; 
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
    and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
    and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos 
has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to 
bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, 
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‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
    and Israel must go into exile 
    away from his land.’ ” 

12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I am a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me from following the 
flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 

16 “Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. 
You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, 
    and do not preach against the house of Isaac.’ 
17 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, 
    and your land shall be parceled out by line; 
you yourself shall die in an unclean land, 
    and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.” 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 82 
 1 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 2 “How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 

 3 Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 

 4 rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

 5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 

 7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own. 
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Colossians 1:1-14 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope 
before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. Just as it is bearing 
fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from 
the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from 
Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on 
our behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as 
you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you 
be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you 
may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Luke 10:25-37 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 

29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him 
he was moved with compassion. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating 
them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 
and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “What Do You See?” – Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 
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Hymn: To Be Your Presence – ELW 546 (Red Book) 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 
 to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
 to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
 alleluia! 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
 to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
 to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
 alleluia! 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
 to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
 to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
 alleluia!  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
 to serve your people is our call and choice, 
 and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  
 alleluia! 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and 
pray for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 
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Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. Encourage 
pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek to learn your 
ways. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers and farm 
workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are parched 
with heat. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to govern 
with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable, especially 
strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing. Provide protection and aid to 
children who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who offer 
aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love known. 
Help us to follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance of the saints. 
God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 
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Blessing for Virtual Worshipers  

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
(ELW 885 / Red Book)  

 

 

Offering Prayer  
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work 
for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened 
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to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Eucharistic Prayer 
We praise you, all-holy God, our maker, our lover, our keeper, for the universe beyond 
our knowing, for lands and seas and all their animals, and for friends and strangers and 
family, for homes and grocery stores and schools. We praise you for your covenant 
people, for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, for Elijah and all the prophets, and 
for centuries of faithful Christians, for Mary and Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul.  We 
praise you for your Son Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and from evil, who on the 
night before he died took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this 
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may 
praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor 
are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and 
forever. 

  Amen. 

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 
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Invitation to Communion 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send 
us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ 
name. 

Amen. 

Blessing  
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and 

the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart – ELW 800 (Red 

Book) 

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 

 and make me love you as I ought to love. 

2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

 no angel visitant, no op'ning skies; 
but take the dimness of my soul away. 

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King; 
 all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 
 I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling. 
 Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 

4 Teach me to love you as your angels love, 
 one holy passion filling all my frame: 
 the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 
 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 

Text: George Croly, 1780-1860 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God.  
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