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The Good News for Today: God gives us
everything we need to walk in faithfulness
together.

To view this service, please visit our YouTube channel.

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s, where we are building a loving,
accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving people a
place to belong at any stage of their journey with God.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God
of mercy.

Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense
at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we
turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through

Jesus, F the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.


https://www.youtube.com/@SJLCH

Amen.

Hymn: How Firm a Foundation — ELW 796 (Red Book)

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of
your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness
to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Scriptures

2 Samuel 5:1-10

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Look, we are your bone
and flesh. 2 For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel
and brought it in. The LORD said to you, ‘It is you who shall be shepherd of my people
Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.” ” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king
at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and
they anointed David king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six
months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.



6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of
the land, who said to David, “You will not come in here; even the blind and the lame will
turn you back,” thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless, David took the
stronghold of Zion, which is now the city of David. 8 David had said on that day,
“Whoever would strike down the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack the
lame and the blind, those whom David hates.” Therefore it is said, “The blind and the
lame shall not come into the house.” 9 David occupied the stronghold and named it the
city of David. David built the city all around from the Millo inward. 1© And David became
greater and greater, for the LORD of hosts was with him.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 48 (Read responsively)

1Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised,
in the city of our God, on the LORD’s holy mountain.

2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is Mount Zion,
the summit of the north and city of the great king.

3God is in the citadels of Jerusalem:;
revealed to be the sure refuge of the city.

4Behold, the kings assembled
and marched forward together.

5 As they looked, they were astounded;
dismayed, they fled in terror.

¢ Trembling seized them there;
they writhed like a woman in childbirth;

7with an east wind you shattered them
like the ships of Tarshish.

8 As we have heard, so have we seen, in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the
city of our God—
may God establish it forever!

9 In the midst of your temple, O God,
we meditate on your steadfast love.

10 Your praise, like your name, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth;
your right hand is full of righteousness.

11 Let Mount Zion be glad and the towns of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments.

12 Make the circuit of Zion; walk round about it;
count the number of the city’s towers.



13 Consider well its ramparts; examine its strongholds;
that you may tell those who come after.

14 Mark this—God is our God forever and ever,
guiding us even to the end.

2 Corinthians 12:1-10

It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and
revelations of the Lord. 21 know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God
knows. 3 And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know; God knows— 4 was caught up into paradise and heard things that are not to be
told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5 On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on
my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. ¢ But if I wish to boast, I will
not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may
think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7 even considering the
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from
being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave
me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in
weakness.” So I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may dwell in me. 1© Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ, for whenever I am weak, then I am
strong.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Mark 6:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 On the
Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded.
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to
him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, the
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets
are not without honor, except in their hometown and among their own kin and in their
own house.” 5 And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a
few sick people and cured them. ¢ And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7 He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff: no bread, no bag, no

4



money in their belts, 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. © He said to
them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 1* If any place
will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is
on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that all
should repent. 13 They cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick
and cured them.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “City Of GOd” — Pastor Bo Bannister

The Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices
in prayer.

A brief silence.

Glorious God, you bend down to wash the feet of your disciples. Let the servant church
arise in our teaching, our praying, our healing, and our doing. Make all your faithful
people powerful in weakness and strong in grace. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, your fingers trace the heavens and your hands mold the earth. Where
there is drought, bring nourishing rain. Where there is devastation from fire or flood,
bring relief. Sustain the well-being of every living thing. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, you speak and the nations listen. Open those who govern to the cries of all
who journey with no food or shelter, particularly people fleeing violence, those seeking
freedom, and those in search of community. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Gracious God, your embrace brings wholeness to those who are troubled. Anoint all who
suffer in any way with the oil of healing and grant them renewal. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, in your presence strangers become companions and enemies become
neighbors. Open our doors to those we have so easily shut out, particularly people who
are different from us or who are marginalized by church or society. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Eternal God, you gather us into your house of many dwelling places. We give you thanks
for our faithful departed. Inspire us by their lives of faith until, with them, we rest

forever at our journey’s end. In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and
all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray, saying:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory - ELw 705 (Red Book)

1

God of grace and God of glory,

on your people pour your pow'r;
crown your ancient church's story;
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,

for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us

scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound
us

free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,

for the living of these days,

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

3 Cure your children's warring

madness;

bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

Save us from weak resignation

to the evils we deplore;

let the gift of your salvation

be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.



Benediction and Dismissal

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *+ be upon you
now and forever. Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
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