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All Saints Sunday 

November 1, 2026 

The Good News for Today: No one is forgotten; 
everyone matters. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance 
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of 
Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the 
readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose 
baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and 
place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped 
away in the new Jerusalem. 

Gathering Music 

Prelude: Rise Up – (Batie) 

STAND 

Hymn: For All the Saints (Verses 1-4) – ELW 422 (Red Book) 

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
 who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
 thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
 thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
 thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine, 
 we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
 yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

4 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
 steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
 and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose 
compassion never slumbers. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your 
invitation. We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the 
voice of our shame and fear, which keeps us from entering fully into 
relationship with you and others. We are not awake to the coming of your 
reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy. Amen. 

Inherit the riches of God’s grace. ☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. 
You are forgiven. Blessed are you. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in 
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your 
blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you 
have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

SIT 
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The Readings 

Revelation 7:9-17 
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a 
time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: 
“Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection 
and a vision of victory. 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat, 
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
 1 I will bless the Lord at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 

 2 I will glory in the Lord; 
  let the lowly hear and rejoice.  

 3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
  let us exalt God’s name together. 
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 4 I sought the Lord, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors. 

 5 Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 

 6 I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 

 7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord 
  and delivers them. 

 8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God! 

 9 Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
  for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 

 10 The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 

 22 O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 

1 John 3:1-3 
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine 
love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as 
God really is. 

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation – ELW p. 151 (Red Book) 
 Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. 
 Alleluia. 
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Matthew 5:1-12 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with 
God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, 
and control over others. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “Re-Membered”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 
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Hymn: Death Be Never Last – ACS 1030 

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 
Text © 1993 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our worship and 
witness in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach among us. God, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Restore all lands suffering from ecological degradation. Protect soils and waterways. 
Point us toward innovative ways of living in harmony and joy with creation. God, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up leaders who listen 
deeply for the needs of their communities, and surround the election process with 
wisdom and discernment. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn this day. Sustain 
any who are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with chronic illness. God, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are homebound. 
Bless caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and hospice staff. Guide this 
congregation’s ministry with seniors and their families. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from their labors. Fill 
us with songs of praise until we too are gathered at your side. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus, your beloved. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 
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Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Remembering Our Dearly Departed Saints 
Renee Gohn  
(8/6/1943 – 4/22/2025) 

Rodney Boer  
(9/9/1945 – 12/14/2025) 

Wilson Heath  
(10/7/1938 – 1/3/2026) 

Rosemarie Rieck  
(1/16/1932 – 2/22/2026) 

Richard Wambach  
(3/15/1937 – 3/5/2026) 

Marlene MacKrell  
(10/22/1937 – 5/25/2026) 

Mary Anne Whitehead  
(6/9/1940 – 6/13/2026) 

Bishop Patricia Davenport  
(10/10/1955 – 7/29/2026) 

Elma Lester  
(10/19/1922 – 8/22/2026) 

Judy Divver  
(1/31/1946 – 9/3/2026) 

Rev. Fred Hopke  
(2/13/1942 – 9/3/2026) 

Marcella Divver  
(2/17/1955 – 10/22/2026) 

Al Farrell  
(1/16/1937 – 10/26/2026) 

Recognizing Our Newly Baptized Saints
Saylor Laine Devlin 
(Baptized 6/7/2026) 

Charles Thomas Hindin  
(Baptized 8/11/2026) 

Samuel James Hindin  
(Baptized 8/11/2026) 

Declan Michael Sweeney  
(Baptized September 20, 2026) 

Children’s Message 

Offering 

Offertory: You’ll Never Walk Alone – (Rodgers) 

STAND 
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Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
– ELW 884 (Red Book) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

Offering Prayer   
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to 
run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 
glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus – ELW p. 153 (Red Book) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Eucharistic Prayer 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all 
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humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for 
justice is your own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach 
good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom 
those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

 Amen. 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of 
freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

 Amen. 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing 
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son, who 
taught us to pray: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has 
prepared. 

Distribution of the Elements 



11 

 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously 
seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, 
awake to your presence, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing  

The holy Trinity, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome the 
reign of God, today and always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In – ACS 950 

1 Oh, when the saints go marching in, 
 oh, when the saints go marching in, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the saints go marching in. 

2 Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 
 oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the Lord in glory comes. 

3 Oh, when the new world is revealed, 
 oh, when the new world is revealed, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when the new world is revealed. 

4 Oh, when they gather round the throne, 
 oh, when they gather round the throne, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 when they gather round the throne. 

5 And on that hallelujah day, 
 and on that hallelujah day, 
 O Lord, I want to be in that number 
 on that hallelujah day. 

Text: African American spiritual 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Encourage one another. 

Thanks be to God.  
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