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u_ The Good News for Today: There is a reward in
| the welcome.
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Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service.

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from
the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who
gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are
sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of
God’s merciful welcome.

Gathering Music

STAND



Hymn: All Are Welcome — ELW 641 (Red Book)

1

Let us build a house where love can
dwell

and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and
visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end
divisions:

Refrain

All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets
speak,

and words are strong and true,
where all God's children dare to seek
to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of
Jesus: Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Confession and Forgiveness

3 Let us build a house where love is

found

in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that
frees us: Refrain

Let us build a house where hands
will reach

beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and
teach,

and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and
danger: Refrain

Let us build a house where all are
named,

their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and
claimed

as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to
rafter: Refrain

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
Welcome & Greeting

Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey
with God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SIT

The Readings
Jeremiah 28:5-9

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding
nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the
word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be
believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the
false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, ¢ and the prophet
Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have
prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of

the Lord and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”
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The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18

tYour love, O Lord, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

4‘T will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’”

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence.

16 They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.

17 For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.

18 Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives.
Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their

desires. 13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 1© Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 7 But thanks be to God that you who were
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you
were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to
righteousness. 191 am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even
more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to
sanctification.



20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 2t So what fruit
did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those
things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

STAND

Gospel Acclamation — ELW p. 151 (Red Book)

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Matthew 10:40-42

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and
support their ministry.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me. 4t Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous
person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT

Sermon — “Truth, Justice, and the Little Way”— pastor Bo
Bannister

STAND



Hymn: Build a Longer Table — acs 1062
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long -er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - Iiles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail  wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our  fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of



saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish
us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution.
Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our
time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous service. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider
church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places like Irenaeus, Bishop
of Lyons whom the church remembers today. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.



SIT

Announcements

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements
electronically.

Offering

STAND

Offertory Hymn:Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
— ELW 884 (Red Book)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks,
God, holy Father, the ground of all being. For just as through your beloved Son you
created humanity, so also through him with great goodness you form it anew. And so, it
is right that all your creatures serve you, all the redeemed praise you, and all your
blessed saints with one heart bless you. Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the angels,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:



Sanctus — ELW p. 153 (Red Book)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and
death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light.
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song;:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from
death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens
our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery,
we mortals sing our song;:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth.

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send
forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this
meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your
earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again:

The earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.
Amen, and Amen.

Amen, and Amen.



And now, as Christ taught us to pray, we say:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SIT

Invitation to Communion

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Distribution of the Elements

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

STAND

Post-Communion Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
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Hymn: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak — ELw 676 (Red
Book)

1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak
in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let us seek
your straying children, lost and lone.

2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead
the wand'ring and the wav'ring feet;
oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed
your hung'ring ones with manna sweet.

3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach
the precious truths which you impart;
and wing our words, that they may reach
the hidden depths of many a heart.

4 Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord,
until our very hearts o'erflow
in kindling thought and glowing word,
your love to tell, your praise to show.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615.
One License #A-728866. CCLI License #1032818
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