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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 12, 2026 

The Good News for Today: God’s Word never 
returns empty.  

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance 
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also 
like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the 
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. 
At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the 
world. 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: What Is This Place – ELW 524 (Red Book) 

1 What is this place where we are  
      meeting? 
 Only a house, the earth its floor. 
 Walls and a roof sheltering people, 
 windows for light, an open door. 
 Yet it becomes a body that lives 
 when we are gathered here, 
 and know our God is near. 

2 Words from afar, stars that are 
falling, 

 sparks that are sown in us like seed: 
names for our God, dreams, signs, 
and wonders 

 sent from the past are all we need. 
We in this place remember and 
speak 

 again what we have heard: 
 God's free redeeming word. 

3 And we accept bread at this table, 
 broken and shared, a living sign. 
 Here in this world, dying and living, 
 we are each other's bread and wine. 

This is the place where we can 
receive 

 what we need to increase: 
 our justice and God's peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933 
Text © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot 
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we 
pray, Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and 
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

The Readings 

Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. 
Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and 
by trees that clap their hands. 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
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    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

12 For you shall go out in joy 
    and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 65 
 1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 

 2 To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 

 3 Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of  
        your temple. 

 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 

 6 You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 

 7 You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous  
        signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

  9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of  
        God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

 10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
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 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves  
        with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 

Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. 
The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the 
promise of resurrected life. 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 
in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation – ELW p. 151 (Red Book) 
 Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. 
 Alleluia. 
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Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who 
hear. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have 
ears, hear!” 

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person 
has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “Hope Sprouts Eternal”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 
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Hymn: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted – ACS 975 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007 
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the 
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and 
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set 
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the 
world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for 
all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have 
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. 
May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find 
refreshment among us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We 
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith especially Bishop Nathan 
Söderblom, whom the church commemorates today. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 
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Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
– ELW 884 (Red Book) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

Offering Prayer   
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
God, holy Father, the ground of all being. For just as through your beloved Son you 
created humanity, so also through him with great goodness you form it anew. And so, it 
is right that all your creatures serve you, all the redeemed praise you, and all your 
blessed saints with one heart bless you. Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the angels, 
as in joyful celebration we acclaim: 
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Sanctus – ELW p. 153 (Red Book) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Eucharistic Prayer 
O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful 
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and 
death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from 
death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens 
our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory. 

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send 
forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this 
meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your 
earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 The earth is full of your glory.  

Amen, and Amen. 

 Amen, and Amen. 
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And now, as Christ taught us to pray, we say: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing – ELW 547 (Red Book) 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the 
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from 
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615. 
One License #A-728866. CCLI License #1032818 

 


