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Sixteenth Saturday after Pentecost 

September 12, 2026 

The Good News for Today: All debts are 
canceled in Christ. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance 
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand 
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge 
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the 
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in 
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Hymn: Beautiful Savior – ELW 838 (Red Book) 

1 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 
 fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, 
 Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in the sky. 

4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 
the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and 
in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness 
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts 
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us 
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is 
no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they 
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as 
an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So 
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say 
to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not 
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us 
and will judge each of us. 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for 
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those 
who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is 
written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
    and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation – ELW p. 151 (Red Book) 
 Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life. 
 Alleluia. 

Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Sermon – “Only Love Can Heal Such a Scar”– Pastor Bo 

Bannister  

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we 
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

STAND  
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Hymn: Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling – ELW 608 (Red 

Book) 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 

Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 
 come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. 

A brief silence. 
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Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead 
us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care 
for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Raise up leaders like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember 
today to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any 
who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each 
of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we 
remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Offering 
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STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
– ELW 884 (Red Book) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

Offering Prayer   
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us in your 
image, and kept covenant with us – even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his life, death, and resurrection opened up to us the way 
of everlasting life. Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the 
whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name: 

Sanctus  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let is proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Therefore, God, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving passion of your Son, his 
wondrous resurrection and ascension into heaven, and as we look forward to his coming 
again, we thank you for this holy and living sacrifice, through whom you willed to 
reconcile us to yourself. Grant that we who are nourished by the body and blood of your 
Son and filled with his Holy Spirit may become one body, one spirit in Christ.  

May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so that we may obtain an inheritance with 
all your people. May our reconciliation to you and to each other through this meal 
advance the peace and salvation of all the world. Be please to confirm in faith and 
charity your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant Yehiel Curry our presiding 
Bishop and Bryan Penman our Bishop, the Conference of Bishops, all the clergy, and the 
entire people you have gained as your own, including all those who call on the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Listen graciously to the prayers of this family whom you have gathered before you. In 
your compassion, merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children wherever they 
may be.  

To our departed siblings and to all who were pleasing to you at their passing from this 
life, give kind admittance to Paradise, where we hope to enjoy forever the fullness of 
your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom bestow on the world all that is good, 
and who taught us to pray the following:  

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
SIT 
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Invitation to Communion 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of 
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

Blessing  
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding 
of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now – ELW 527 (Red Book) 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 
 our hearts in true devotion bow. 
 Your Spirit send with light divine, 
 and let your truth within us shine. 

2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise 
in endless hymns through all our 
days; 
increase our faith and light our 
minds; 
and set us free from doubt that 
blinds. 

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 
 "O holy, holy Lord Most High!" 
 And in the light of that blest place 
 we then shall see you face to face. 

4 All glory to the Father, Son, 
 and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
 To you, O blessed Trinity, 
 be praise throughout eternity! 
 

 
Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

Dismissal 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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