
A Letter from Pastor Bo 

February – Drawing Near to a Holy God 

Reflecting on the texts we will be hearing this coming February, I 

was shaken a bit by the fear of God. God is holy, a consuming fire, 

and yet also wants us to draw close for an intimate relationship with 

this holy God. We cannot come near without being changed, without 

our false selves being burned up. Not everyone will accept this 

invitation, but there is a blessing in pushing through the fear and into 

the closeness and surrender. As we move closer to Lent and into 

Lent this month, this is the invitation with which we must grapple. 

On February 5th, Isaiah (chapter 58) admonishes God’s people to get rid of the religious games we 

play and to seek a relationship with God that is reflected in just and merciful relationships with our 

neighbors. God is serious about this, and is not pleased with the state of our affairs, but does give 

us an opportunity to enter into a life where we truly can be a blessing to the world. 

On February 12th, Jesus ben Sirach (I’ve never preached on Sirach!) will highlight the ability God 

gives us to shape our lives for good or ill. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus of Nazareth will also 

show us transforming initiatives we can take to escape from vicious cycles of sin that mark self-

centered relationships. 

On February 19th, the Feast of the Transfiguration (also Fastnacht!), our invitation is to look upon 

the Holy One with bold eyes, not shrinking away, but allowing ourselves to be changed from glory to 

glory.  

On Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, you are invited to come by the church in the morning to start 

your day off with ashes, but also to come back for our evening service to start the season of Lent. 

We will highlight the blessings promised to those who engage in the self-purgation appropriate for 

accompanying Jesus into the desert of testing. 

And on February 26th, the first Sunday of Lent, we finally come to grips with the fact that we actually 

don’t draw near to a holy God very well. Honestly, we run away, like the first humans in the Garden. 

Jesus, however, did not run away, but passed the test for us, so that we can possess a share in his 

victory over sin. And in Christ, the Holy God comes looking to embrace us lost, broken sinners.  

This will set us up well for the Congregational Meeting on February 26th, as we reflect deeply on 

God’s holy love pursuing us, and also on our mission to be instruments of that holy love that gently 

pursues other people whom God so loves. 

Sounds deep, right? Well, sometimes we could use that, because the purpose to church is our 

transformation, to be the people God created us to be. There are seasons for intentionally leaning 

more into that. Looks like our texts are calling us there this February. I get Jonathan Edwards’ point, 

but ultimately, I take issue with being described as ‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.’ The 

God Jesus reveals describes us as ‘Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God’ a God who also hates 

what entraps us and is mighty to save us from it. 
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February Important Dates 

February 19 – Fastnacht Afternoon 

February 22 – Ash Wednesday 

February 23 – Faith Explorers 

February 26 – Annual Meeting 

 
 

Food Pantry Report 

This was the first December and Christmas season under 
the client choice system since Christmas of 2019.  A total 
of 400 bags of basic food products left the pantry in the 
month. During Christmas week each of those families 
was given the choice of either a turkey, turkey breast, 
ham or a gift card.  That is a lot of generosity which would 
not be possible without our donors both large and small.  
Church of the Advent continued their annual tradition of a 
major collection campaign of both gift cards and what we 
call “fixin’s”.  Horsham Giant contributed 30 hams as well.  
Individual donors rounded out the donation stream.   

We created a “Christmas Department” with offerings of non-food items on a separate 
table near the exit doors.  Everything from wrapping paper to knick-knacks to holiday 
lights was available.  We did not solicit donations but stocked it simply from what the 
volunteer staff wished to provide. 

We announced in December our intention of returning to a system of photo 
identification for clients during 2023.  We began the process of photocopying during 
the last week of the month and it extends into January.  We will institute a mandatory 
id system mid-January. 

As we end the calendar year there is much for which are grateful.  Most especially it 
is that the generosity of our donors allows us to continue to offer a wide range of 
products to our clients and that we have a strong volunteer staff to carry out this 
mission. 

Happy New Year and Thank You for your prayers and support. 
 

 

 

Food Pantry Current Need 

Our current needs list in priority order is:  

- Cereal 

- Jelly 

- Toilet paper 

- Bar soap 

- Canned potatoes 

- Canned tuna 

- Canned chicken.  
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Christmas Weekend Services – St. John’s was filled with over 450 people 

across the services offered Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Thank you to all 

those who braved the cold to be here! 



  
Christmas Eve Kidstravaganza – 11 of our Sunday School children 

participated in our Kidstravaganza, acting out the Christmas Story as it was read. 

They did a great job! 



  

Youth News & Events 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer Sunday School for ages 3 
years old (and potty trained) through 
12th grade. These ages are split into 4 
classes (Pre-K/ Kindergarten, 1st-3rd 
grade, 4th-6th grade, 7th-12th grade). In 
order to make Sunday School a 
success, we need your help! Teacher 
signups are hanging on the bulletin 
board by the Sunday School office.  

Lesson Schedule: 

February 5: 
-      Pre-K – 6th Grade: God creates Adam      
                                    and Eve 
-      7th -12th grade: No Sunday School 
 

February 12: 
-      Pre-K – 6th Grade: God makes a  
                                    promise to  
                                    Abraham 
-      7th -12th grade: Parables of  
                             the Kingdom 

 

February 19: 
-      Pre-K – 6th Grade: The Ten  
                                   Commandments 
-      7th -12th grade: Transfiguration 
 

February 26: 
-      Pre-K – 6th Grade: God speaks to  
                                    Balam 
-      7th -12th grade: Forgiveness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Schedule 
 
The confirmation overnight has been 
postponed; please be on the lookout for 
an updated date. 
 
Regular Class: February 19th  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group will meet on Sunday, 

February 26th at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall 

to plan out the rest of the meetings this 

year. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Youth Gathering 

We are trying to take our Youth Group to 

the ELCA’s 2024 National Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans! If you’d like to 

support us, you can donate on St. John’s 

website under “Children and Youth,” then 

click “ELCA Youth Gathering.” Thank you 

for your support! 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Book Club 

Come join us at book club! We meet 
monthly and discuss the book of the 
month. Each member chooses a book and 
we rotate through each member. The 
February book for book club is “The World 
Played Chess” by Robert Dugoni. We’ll 
meet February 12 at 1:30pm in the 
library. 

 

 

 

 

Men's Breakfast 

BRR! Winter is here. Come in for a hot 

breakfast and warm conversation. New 

members welcome! We will be going back 

to the 4th Wednesday of each month for 

winter; i.e. February 22 and March 22. 

We meet at Lancer's Diner in Horsham 

at 9:00. You can come as early as 8:45 

and everyone gets a separate check. Any 

questions email or call me: 

rodorth@aol.com or my cell at 215-431-

8437. 

 

 

 

 

Faith Explorers 

Small Groups are one of the most 

important ways that we connect and grow 

in our faith and as a community. Join the 

new Faith Explorers group to learn more 

about the bible and each other.  Our next 

meeting will be held on February 23rd at 

6pm at Mike’s Bar and Grill 

Restaurant.  You can sign up on your 

yellow attendance card. Feel free to 

contact Linda DiMeo with any questions 

at lindapfaff@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

Fastnacht Afternoon  

Yes! It is time again for fun and donuts! 

And to usher in the season, please join us 

on Sunday, February 19th from 2-4pm 

for an afternoon filled with plenty of fun 

and entertainment, and of course Donuts!  

There is a Talent sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board and table in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held Sunday, February 26, 2023 
at 11:30am in the sanctuary.  

mailto:rodorth@aol.com
mailto:lindapfaff@gmail.com


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday is on February 22nd, 

and we will once again offer Drive-

Thru ashes in the loop out front. We 

will be out there from 6:30am-9am. 

Upcoming in Lent: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday is on February 22nd, 

and we will offer an Ash Wednesday 

service at 7pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
There will be midweek Lenten services 

every Wednesday at 10am, starting 

on March 1st.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lenten Family Night will be Sunday, 

March 26th at 5pm. We are using last 

year’s theme again, Stations of the 

Crockpots, as this event will double as 

our Chili Cook Off. Start perfecting 

your chili and cornbread recipes now 

to be sure you’re ready for the 

competition! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Help Wanted 

Are you... 
• a Confirmand who needs to meet your Worship 

Participation requirements? 
• a student looking for Community Service 

Opportunities? 
• someone interested in learning a new skill and 

helping out behind the scenes? 
 
Bob Muller would love your help running the cameras, lights, and 
sound equipment that take our weekend and online services to the 
next level!  

Check Out Our Newly Improved Website! 

Please find us at www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org to stay up to date on what’s 

happening at St. John’s! Find Pastor Bo’s sermons, upcoming events, and 

information about the church and the food pantry, and more! 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the February Newsletter is February 15th. 

Please send anything you’d like to add to office@sjlch.org. 

http://www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org/
mailto:office@sjlch.org


 

 

 

 

Like Us on Facebook & Instagram! 

St. John’s Lutheran      

Church – Hatboro 
@sjlch505 

 

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel! 

We're trying to get to 100 Subscribers! You can find us on 

YouTube by searching "St. John's Lutheran Church 

Hatboro."  

Pastor Bo Bannister 

Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Director of Christian Education: Abbie Metheny 

   Email: sjchrised@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 

Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

Church Office: (215) 675-2031 

Church Fax: (215) 675-9487 

Church Email: office@sjlch.org 

Church Website: 
www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org  

Church Staff & Contact Information 
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